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46 INADEQUATE HOUSING IS PROBABLY THE SINGLE 
BIGGEST CONTRIBUTOR TO EARLY DEATH. 





NEWS FEATURE - HOMELESSNESS - BY ANDREW PAUL j.scowors 





From The High Life To The Street Life 


NEW STUDY CONFIRMS WHAT 
INNER CITY WORKERS ALREADY 
KNEW - STREET LIFE KILLS 





Two years ago, Kelvin Wright was living the 
life 

As the national sales manager for a major 
security firm, hobnobbing with Canada’s cor 
porate clite and hosting elaborate parties in his 
magnificent Beaumont home was the norm 

That's until the partying finally took its toll 
and after 25 years of being clean and sober 
cocaine — and Wright's addictive personal 
ity — left him in ruins. In a matter of months, 
Wright lost everything — his job, his family in a 
nasty divorce, and his home leaving him penni- 
less fiending for crack on the streets 

“Lcome from a position where I had a bigger 
house in Beaumont than the mayor,” Wright 
says from a chair in an office at the Herb Ja 
mieson men's shelter. “I was national sales 
manager ..., | had gold MasterCards, and | 
could go anywhere, walk into a restaurant and, 
boom, I was looked after.” 

For two years Wright was trapped in the hard- 
ened lifestyle of the street, stuck in the vicious 
cycle of addiction where nothing mattered ex- 
cept the next hit. 

Fortunately, he finally found help at the Hope 
Mission, and began the long road to recovery. 

Today he lives in Immigration Hall, an afford- 
able housing complex at 10535-100th St. run 
and operated by Hope Mission. And though it 
pales in comparison to his former residence 
Wright says he's blessed to be where he is. 

Wright is solidly on the road to recovery, but 
many others are not so lucky. And a new study 
out of St. Michael's Hospital and the University 
of Toronto has found that marginally housed 
Canadians like Wright are dying sooner than 
their counterparts in the general population. 

The study, which was published in the Brit- 
ish Medical Journal, found that men living in 
rooming houses, shelters, and hotels have a 
30 per cent chance of surviving to the age of 
75, compared to men in the general population 
who have a 60 per cent chance. 

“To put that in perspective, that 30 per cent 
chance of surviving to age 75 is comparable to 
being a man in Canada back in 1921, or being a 
man living in the country of Laos today,” says 


Dr. Stephen Hwang, coauthor of the study and - 


a physician at St. Michael's Hospital. “That just 
gives you an idea of how poor that chance of 
survival is.” 

Marginally housed and homeless women 
faired better than the men with a 60 per cent 
chance of reaching age 75, but that's still 20 per 
cent lower than women in the general popula- 
tion who have an 80 per cent chance of seeing 
their 75th birthday. 

Dr, Matt Rose, medical director for the Boyle 
McCauley Health Centre, says they didn’t need 
a study to come to the conclusion that street 
people live shorter lives. 

“No shit. Once again medical science has 
made a break through that will change the 
way we provide care forever,” Rose says sar- 
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castically. “Sorry, but come on, if you live in 
a cardboard box in minus 30-degree weather 
you're more likely to die. It's kind of hard to 
refute that.” 

But don't write off the study entirely, says 
Hwang. It's the largest of its kind in the world, 
and where similar studies in the past only 
looked at relatively small numbers in single 
cities, this study was able to calculate the mor- 
tality rate, life expectancy and causes of death 
of homeless and marginally housed citizens 
across the entire country. 

The real value of the study lies in the valida- 
tion it gives to the work people like Rose do on 
the frontlines in the inner city, by reaffirming 
what they always new to be fact. 

“It gives credit to what we do,” says Rose 
“We're not just bleeding heart liberal people 
who can't get a job anywhere else, you know, 
doing skid row medicine. It actually shows that 
we know what we're talking about.” 

According to the study, the leading causes of 
death in Canada's marginally housed popula- 
tion are cancer, heart attack and lung related 
illnesses such as bronchitis, emphysema and 
pneumonia. — 

In Edmonton's inner city, Rose says cancer 
rates are high, but he doesn't see a lot of heart 
attacks. Instead Rose says the most prominent 
life threatening ailments are things like HIV 
and hepatitis C. He also sees a high number of 
accidental deaths that fall under the categories 
of violence related incidents and deaths con- 
tributed to substance abuse. 

Regardless of the various causes of death 
contributing to the high mortality rate and low 
life expectancy of Edmonton's underprivileged, 
both doctors agree that the single best way to 
combat these issues is proper housing. 

“It would be hard to convince anyone that 
homelessness is a disease, but inadequate 
housing is probably the single greatest contrib- 


‘ANew Life | Kelvin Wright in his new digs at Immigration Hall. PHOTO BY MERY| SMITH LAWTON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 





utor to early death,” says Rose. “They (margin- 
ally housed people) typically live life faster and 
harder than the average person, so they wear 
out sooner.” 

The catch-22 housing issue is something 
Wnght is all too familiar with. Essentially, the 
question is how do you provide addicts with 
housing so they can clean up when their ad 
diction keeps them too unstable to hold down 
proper housing like an apartment or house? 

Denis Meier, manager of the Herb Jamieson 
Centre, has seen the scenario play out hun 
dreds of times. While the Hope Mission of- 
fers a housing-first program where addicts are 
housed before dealing with their issues, that 
model is less than ideal, if sometimes neces. 
sary, Meier says. 

"There are those who really aren't ready for 
their own housing,” says Meier. “Often an ad- 
dict will find a place to live and invite 15 of his 
closest friends in and turn it into a crack house. 
Well the landlord won't put up with that very 
long so they wind up back out in the street." 

Wnght compares street life to being trapped 
in a prison system within society, where ad- 
dicts live by a code of street justice, and be- 
come institutionalized knowing where to go 
for free meals, clothing, and other supplies so 
they can spend what little money they do have 
on drugs. 

For some the street lifestyle consumes them 
to the point where they don't feel comfortable 
indoors anymore, and in the summer months 
prefer to sleep outside on the street or in the 
river valley instead of in a shelter. Evidence of 
this was seen in 2007 when hundreds of Ed- 
monton's homeless converged on a provincial 
plot of land behind the Bissell Centre to form 
what became known as Tent City. 

Wright was lucky that he was able to get off 
the street after a friend told him about the ser- 
vices offered by Hope Mission. After enrolling 


in the mission's Breakout program Wright has 
been able to start putting his life back together, 
and is now working intake at the Herb Jamieson 
men's shelter helping others get off the street 

When they do get in here we try to encour- 
age the guys to lose the street lingo — to lose 
the street attitude. Right down from the way 
you walk, the way you approach people, the 
way you talk to people, because it's very aggres- 
sive out there,” he explains 

When someone approaches Wnght about 
getting their life back in order he asks them to 
play the 





tape through” and look beyond their 


next fix, and at the big picture 

Sure that instant party doing cocaine and 
drinking and whatnot (is fun), but when that 
runs out where are you left — in an alleyway on 


a mattress? Is that really where you want to be 
for the rest of your life?” 

Unfortunately the temptation for that instant 
party is too much for some to resist, and inevi- 
tably not everyone makes it 

Meier is all too familiar with the tragic end 
result of hopeless addiction, saying that the last 
two of the four fatalities he’s dealt with during 
his nine-year tenure at the Herb Jamieson were 
drug related. 

“It's a sad reality for too many of these men 
— they either clean up or they die premature- 
ly,” he says. “Particularly they start getting into 
this poor-man’s heroin, and crush up the Oxy- 
contin and inject it, and it's wild stuff — bad 
business.” 

When one of the Jamieson centre's clients 
does make it into the advanced recovery pro- 
grams, the results are often remarkable. Many 
of the men, including Wright, even begin work- 
ing at the shelter in order to afford the $450/ 
month rent in Immigration Hall — a situa- 
tion that falls in nicely within the belief that 
no one can recover fully from addiction until 
they show gratitude and start giving back to the 
community. 

“It's not very politically correct, but I like to 
Sometimes say that the inmates have taken 
over the asylum,” laughs Meier. “We have 
our Breakout Community members on intake 
staff, and most of the people who are staying 
in the regular dorms are going to meetings, 
so they are policing the place themselves, We 
don't have to play cat and mouse with the drug 
dealers anymore, because the drug dealers are 
thrown out by the residents, They are saying, 
“Get out, we want to keep this place safe.”” 

As for Wright, he thinks he'll call Immigra- 
tion Hall home for about another year while his 
credit rating heals to the point where he can af- 
ford to buy a cheap house so he can renovate it 
and get into the house flipping business. 

In the meantime, “I'm going to continue to 
work at Hope Mission,” he says. “I've been a 
self-made millionaire, I've been down in the 
Tuts. It's not about the money. My life now has 
a purpose and | really do enjoy interacting with 
these people, and because I’ve had a taste for 
it 1 know what its like and how hard life is for 
them. I really do want to try and help as many 
asl can.” 
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NEWS FEATURE - CHRISTMAS SALES - BY JOSH MARCELLIN | 1500 wort 


Have A Holly, Jolly, Anti-Commercial Christmas 


YOU DON’T HAVE TO GOON A 
SPENDING SPREE TO SPREAD 
GOODWILL THIS SEASON 





As the annual Christmas shopping 
frenzy hit its fevered peak, a group 
of activists are asking consumers to 
“Buy Nothing” for the busiest con 
sumer month of the year. 

North America’s annual Buy Noth- 
ing Day is held on “Black Friday,” the 
day after American Thanksgiving 
and the traditional kick-off to the 
holiday season. Organizers, Vancou 
ver-based Adbusters magazine, ask 
consumers to do a 24-hour spending 
fast, that is, no purchasing products, 
clothes, food, or even the fare for the 


bus 
further is Buy 


Taking the concept one step 
Nothing Christmas, 
where participants opt-out of buying 
or receiving any store bought gifts 
from their friends and family. 

People used to laugh and snicker 
a little bit when they heard about 
Buy Nothing Day,” says Kalle Lasn, 
and editor of Adbusters, 


wer the phone from his Vancouver 


founder 


office. “|Now], this core idea behind 
Buy" Nothing Day, the fact that we 
have to consume less is suddenly 


very edgy thought that many people 
are thinking about.” 

The consumer boycott is the brain 
child of Vancouver artist and activist 
Ted Dave, who along with Adbusters, 
created the original Buy Nothing Day 
as a grassroots protest in 1992. With 
Adbusters promoting, Buy Nothing 
Day has grown from its humble ori 
gins and is now promoting conscious 
consumerism in 65 countries world- 
wide. 

The creators of Buy Nothing 
Christmas took that idea of con- 
scious consumerism, and in 2001 ex- 
panded it to cover the entire holiday. 


RESIST TEMPTAT 





Good For Nothing | Poster from a Buy Nothing Day event at Grant MacEwan. PHOTO BY JOSH MARCELLIN 


Aiden Enns, Buy Nothing Christ- 
mas co-creator and editor of Winni 


peg-based Geez magazine, celebrated 





the last holiday season by strolling 
through shopping malls with his 
band of merry pranksters, singing 
Christmas carols about the joys of 
not shopping 
Unfortunately, 
morphed into a consumer juggernaut 


Christmas has 
where those stuck in the belly of a 
consumer beast just swirl around in a 
frenzy of consumerism,” Enns said 
“And that’s way off the mark of the 
spirit of Christmas.” 

In addition to carolling, Enns has 


helped organize screenings of Mor 
gan Spurlock’s documentary What 
Would Jesus Buy?, set up mobile 
counselling vans for stressed holiday 
shoppers in Wal-Mart parking lots, 
and commissioned “A Christmas 
Karl" 
the dangers of over-shopping, as well 


- a full-length musical about 


as sweatshop labour, anti-consumer- 
ist activism, and the environmental 
impact of North American consum 
erism, 

Enns said that parents usually have 
the hardest time with Buy Nothing 
Christmas. 

"A lot of parents ask me: but what 


about our children? If we don't buy 
them something they'll compare with 
their friends and they'll just be hurt, 
he said. “This is now a materialist 
consumerist way to demonstrate our 
love, and its part of consumer capi 
talism that's killing us all. A more 
life giving gesture would be to spend 
time together, to recreate together, 
to make meals together ... these are 
gifts of time, effort, skill, and inten- 
tion which all fortify our community 
and do not fuel a problematic con- 
sumer capitalist spiral 

Kalle 


Lasn, the Buy Nothing movement 


According to Adbusters 


has evolved since “92, and while 


Adbusters promotes Buy Nothing 
Christmas, they do it for reasons in 
addition to simply enhancing the 
The 


ecological implications of first-world 


family's holiday experience 
over-consumption have always been 
a seminal idea behind Buy Nothing 

Over the 
mental crises has 


years as the environ 

intensified to the 
point where we're now really worried 
about climate charge,” Lasn_ said 

“And that makes Buy Nothing all of a 
sudden very poignant because people 
understand that the root cause of all 
our environmental problems is ... the 
fact that we consume too much.” 

In addition to the environmental 
element, Lasn noted that aggressive 
advertising added another reason to 
want to check out of the pressures of 
non-stop shopping 

“[People| didn’t like the fact that 
they were being stressed out by this 

intrusive consumer culture that's 
bombarding you with hundreds if 
not thousands of marketing messag- 
es every day,” he explained. “Many 
people started their 
stress levels, their low level mood 


connecting 


disorders, their anxiety attacks, and 
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sometimes even their depression to 
this kind of emotionally blackmail 
ing environment that we're living in. 
This is a psychological dimension [to 
Buy Nothing] that suddenly came on 
top of the ecological dimension 
Michael 
€arth’s General Store on Whyte Av 


Kalmanovitch owns 


enue, which was one of only three 


shops in Canada to participate in 


the original Buy Nothing Day. Ka 
Imanovitch admits that the idea of 


crippling capitalism with a one-day 
strike is “benevolent hokiness” on 
the organizer's part, but feels that 
3uy Nothing's emphasis on con 
scious consumerism is important 
We have a lot of holidays that are 
meant to make you reflect, and Buy 


Nothing is a 





ay to reflect and say 





do I really need this?’” Kalmano 


vitch said. “Everyone is a consumer 

we all need to consume to survive. 
However ... conscious consumerism 
doesn't mean choosing Coke over 
Pepsi, it’s asking why you need to 
buy a cola at all 

Kalmanovitch has tried to partici 
pate in every Buy Nothing Day. He 
has used the day to hand out anti 
consumerist pamphlets and to fly 
protest banners off of the High Level 
Bridge and West Edmonton Mall 

“One year we were open [for Buy 
Nothing Day] but | didn't put the 
cash till in the register, so customers 
couldn't buy something even if they 
wanted,” Kalmanovitch said. “Half- 
way through the day I realized that 
by making the decision to participate 
for people ... | was disempowering 
instead of empowering consumers. 
by telling them: I don’t trust you 
you're too weak to make your own 
decisions.” 

Now he lets the customers know 
that it's Buy Nothing Day and an- 
swers any questions they may have, 
and leaves the deci 





ion to buy of not 
to buy up them. 

For Patrick Thiessen, the decision 
to not buy came after becoming in 
volved in grassroots activism. Thies- 


| sen organized a mixtape exchange 


| ers, 


¢ at Grant MacEwan 





University to mark this year’s Buy 
Nothing Day on Nov. 27th. The free 
store was a hit, with students bring- 
ing in and taking home everything 
from old DVD's and VHS’ 
and cell-phones. 


to sneak. 
magazines, 
Thiessen first got involved with Buy 
Nothing while working at the now- 
defunct Blackspot Cafe in E€dmon 


| ton, an Adbusters-sponsored co-op 


and self-described “anti-preneurial” 
venue. In past years, he has partici 
pated in “zombie walks,” where ac- 
tivists swarm a mega-store covered 
in corpse-paint and shuffle, moaning 
through the aisles. 

“Zombie walk is a big thing,” he 
said. “The idea is to represent how 
consumers are just mindlessly buy- 
ing things.” 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


66 THE SOONER CANADIANS REALIZE THAT PRIVATIZATION 


IS A MUST, THE SOONER WE CAN MOVE ON TO THE MORE 


— DANIELLE SMI 


TH 








CRUCIAL DEBATE OVER HOW TO REFINANCE THE SYSTEM. 


EADER, WRITING ABOUT 
2005 CALGARY HERALD 





GOOD NEWS FOR CANADIAN CELL PHONE 
USERS — IT’S CALLED COMPETITION. 


if you don’t read the business pages — and 
chances are, you don't — you're probably 
unaware of this, but there's good news on 
the cell phone front. 

There's a big, muscular competitor coming 
to town to challenge the big boys for your 
cell phone dollars. And as much as the 
Canadian cell phone giants may complain 
about it, It's good news for everyone. 

Last week, the federal government aver- 
rode a decision by the CRTC and allowed 
Globealive to begin operations in Canada 
immediately. Operating under the name 
WIND Mobile, the company Is set to immedi- 
ately become Canada's fourth largest wire- 
less operator. Just six weeks ago, the CRTC 
tejected Globealive's bid to start operating in 

Canada because it did not meet Cana- 
dian investment content guidelines (the 
company is primarily Egyptian-owned). But 
after an investigation by Industry Canada, 
the Harper government determined that 
there was enough Canadian investment in 
the company to declare it Canadian, and 


Globealive was allowed to open in Canada. 

As well it should. The three all-Canadian 
wireless players in Canada — Rogers, Bell 
and Telus — control about 95 per cent of 
wireless phones in this country. Operating 
under the protection of federal government 
Canadian ownership rules that effectively 
shut out major international players, the Big 
Three have flourished, but not necessarily 
to the benefit of Canadians. Last year, the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development found that the average 
Canadian cellphone user is paying among 
the highest bills in the developed world. The 
addition of a new, powerful player In the 
marketplace can only mean good things for 
the Canadian consumer. 

And after years of paying through the 
nose for cellphone use, it's doubtful that 
too many Canadians will reject an Egyptian 
phone company on purely patriotic grounds. 
So if your cellphone contract is coming up, 
hold the phone. 

Literally. 





COPENHAGEN HYPOCRITES. 





More than 15,000 delegates have gathered 
in Copenhagen fora climate change gather- 
ing that has somewhat grand eloquently 
been titled the “summit to save the world” 
We've got another name forit — the “do as 
we say, not as we do” summit. 

The streets of Copenhagen are clogged 
with limousines, according to the British 
newspaper the Telegraph, The managing 
director of city’s largest limo company, which 
on a typical day might have a dozen cars on 





BY THE NUMBERS - LIFE EXPECTANCY 


the road, has 200 on the streets ferrying de- 


egates in heated, richly-appointed comfort. 
Overall, it s estimated that there are 1,200 
limos in services during the summit. There 
issuch a demand for limos — not known for 
their fuel efficiency — that additional limos 
were driven in from Germany and Sweden. 

Oh, and only five of the limos are hybrid. 
There's a steep tax on them in Denmark. 

The “summit to save the world” Is leaving 
@ Godazilla-sized carbon footprint. 





PROBABILITY OF SURVIVAL TO 75 
SOURCE: THE LIFE EXPECTANCY OF HOMELESS & MARGINALLY 
HOUSED PEOPLE IN CANADA, BY STEPHEN HWANG, MD, MP 











FOR CANADIAN MEN IN SHELTERS, ROOMING | 
HOUSES, HOTELS IS COMPARABLE TO: 
MEN IN CANADA IN 1921 
MEN IN LAOS IN 2006 


FOR CANADIAN WOMEN IN SHELTERS, 


ROOMING HOUSES, HOTELS, IS | 
COMPARABLE TO 

WOMEN IN CANADA IN 1956 
WOMEN IN GUATEMALA IN 2006 


WITH OSS OF CORPORATE 
_ ENDORSEMENTS see 








OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOU'GAS 

TEST FOR PARTY BEGINS WHEN 
PUBLIC STARTS PAYING 
ATTENTION TOITS POLICIES 





Politicians on the losing end of a poll 
are prone to saying that the poll is 
no more than a “snapshot” of public 
opinion at the time. 

If that's true, then the most recent 
“snapshot” of public opinion should 
be more disturbing to Ed Stelmach 
than a photo of Stephen Harper in a 
thong. 

Last week, a Calgary Herald poll 
of 1,000 Albertans put the Wildrose 
Alliance ahead of the Tories for the 
first time. A staggering 39 per cent 
of voters who expressed an opinion 
would choose Danielle Smith and 
the Wildrose Alliance over Ed Stel- 
mach and the Tories if the election 
were held today. Worse, the Tories 
were tied with David Swann and 
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the Alberta Liberals at 25 per cent 





ALBERTA POLITICS - READING THE POLLS | 60 words 


‘Thory Times Ahead For Party 


and worse yet — if that’s possible — 
they're in THIRD place in €dmonton 
and Calgary. 

The poll is the latest in an increas 
ingly ugly series of “snapshots” that 
have seen the arthritic Tory dynasty 
downward while the barely out of 
diapers Wildrose Alliance is skyrock 
eting. 

What does it all mean? 

In some ways it means a lot, and in 
a lot of other ways it means nothing 
Since we're not having an election 
today, and there is no vote in the next 
couple of years, last week's poll is es- 
sentially unimportant - that “snap. 
shot” defence actually works. But it 
does send some interesting messages 
for each party. 

Lost in the commentary about the 
PC-Wildrose showdown is the result 
for the Alberta Liberals. Certainly, 
the perennial bridesmaid party must 
be cheering the collapse of Tory sup- 
port, with visions of vote splitting 
victories dancing in their heads. 
Many Liberals are so desperate to 
get rid of the Tories they might be 
inclined to vote Wildrose next time 
just to smite their mortal enemy. But 
if you look deeper, the Liberals must 
be concerned. Liberal support is up 
from the 20 per cent in the last €n- 
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vironics poll, which is good, but it's 
not far off the average share of the 
popular vote (27 per cent) for the 
ALP over the past three elections. 
It's got to be disturbing that with 
such widespread public discontent 
with stumbling Stelmach and his ex- 
hausted party, the public is not look- 
ing towards Swann and the Alberta 
Liberals as the heirs apparent, but 
to a party with one seat in the leg- 
islature, fuzzy policies, and no track 
record. The evidence just keeps pil- 
ing up that there is no way a liberal 
party, in caps or lower case, can win 
in Alberta 
For the Tories it's all bad, maybe 
the worst poll the party has seen in 
its nearly 40 years in power. Once 
you start circling the drain, it's aw- 
fully hard to reverse the flow, and 
that could be exactly the position the 
Tories find themselves in today. 
Falling out of favour in Calgary is 
no surprise; sophisticated Calgarians 
have never taken the slightly hay 
seedy Stelmach to heart. Falling out 
of favour in Edmonton is more of a 
concern. Despite being from outside 
the city, he's a northern Albertan and 
a Ukrainian-Canadian, two factors 
that weighed heavily on the results 
TOUGAS cont'd on p.10 
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TOUGAS (cont'd from p. 9) 

of the 2008 election, when Liberal 
€dmonton turned Tory. But the one 
result that must give Tories pause, if 
not heart palpitations, is the rural re- 
sult — 44 per cent for the Wildrose, 
25 per cent for the Tories. Rural vot- 
ers, those supposedly rugged indi- 
viduals, have marched in lockstep to 
the polls to vote Tory for decades. If 
Stelmach loses the support of rural 
Alberta, he and the Tories are fin- 
ished. 

So it's all good news for Smith and 
the Wildrose, right? 

Not quite. With increased support 
comes increased scrutiny. Right now, 
the party is little more than a bunch 
of vaguely worded phrases about 
responsible government and lower 
taxes, They've got tons of policy — 
available at http://www.wildroseal- 
liance.ca/our-policies — but much 
of it is boilerplate, feel-good stuff, 
along with some vaguely worrisome 
buzzwords called “School Choice” 
legislation and “Truth in Sentenc- 
ing" for criminals. Also of interest is 
a lengthy document on their website, 
under the title “A Message to Alber- 
tans,” which states that the Tories 
have “an anti-industry hidden agen- 
da” against the oil industry. Man, if 
you thought the Tories were sweet on 
Big Oil, the Wildrose would turn the 
entire’ province over to the suits in 
the Calgary skyscrapers. 

The Wildrose is in the process of 
putting some flesh on their policy, 


and this is where the real trouble for 
the party could emerge. In her ac- 
ceptance speech upon winning the 
leadership, Smith said “We've been 
doing a lot of cringing and ducking 
to avoid being labeled ‘extremist’ 
We should now stop. It's undignified. 
Our grassroots party is about com- 
mon sense ideas, timeless ideas that 
reflect the mainstream values of av- 
erage Albertans.” 

I guess the best way to avoid be- 
ing labelled extremist is to not be 
extremist. If the Wildrose can cobble 
together a platform that avoids call- 
ing for public executions, then they 
may be onto something, 

While Smith is the party's biggest 
(perhaps only) real selling point, her 
past views are well known thanks to 
her stint as a columnist for Calgary 
Herald and a very brief turn as a 
Calgary school trustee. While on the 
Calgary school board, she suggested 
up to 30 Calgary schools should be 
closed. A quick search of past Smith 
columns online finds that she has 
called privatization of health care “a 
must”, has advocated for the aboli- 
tion of school boards, and has called 
full-time kindergarten “unreason- 
able.” 

Smith is a hard-core conservative, 
as is her party. If will be interesting 
to see if the party retains its rock- 


ribbed conservatism, or muddies the | 


brand a little to appeal to a broader 
audience 





NEWS - NUKE REPORT - BY ANDREW PAUL 325 words 


Public Opinion Mixed 
On Nuclear Option 


ACTIVISTS SAY GOVERNMENT 
COOKED THE BOOKS BY ASKING 
‘THE WRONG QUESTONS 





The result of Alberta Energy's pub- 
lie consultation on nuclear power 
has done nothing to calm the fears 
of farmers living near a proposed 
northwestern Alberta reactor, an 
area resident says. 

Mandy Melnyk, who owns a farm 
an hour south of the proposed proj- 
ect near Peace River, believes the re- 
port released by Energy Minister Mel 
Knight on Dec. 14 is the first step to 
approving pro-nuclear policy that 
will put her crops and livestock at 
risk of exposure to radioactive emis- 
sions. 

“It's totally going to destroy my 
livelihood,” says Melnyk. “It’s go- 
ing to destroy the beautiful pristine 
Peace River valley.” 

Melnyk is frustrated by the con- 
sultation process, saying that there 
wasn't enough information provided 
for Albertans to make an informed 
decision. 

In particular she notes Bruce Pow: 
er, the company that wants to build 
the nuclear power plant, still hasn't 


disclosed what kind of facility they 
want to construct, a situation that 
makes it impossible to determine the 
effects the project will have on the 
surrounding area 

Close to 5,000 Albertans were 
consulted in the process, with 45 per 
cent of participants saying nuclear 
projects should be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. Nineteen per cent 
were in favour of the province en- 
couraging nuclear proposals, while 
27 per cent said the government 
should actively oppose nuke plants. 

Adele Rymhs, president of the Co- 
alition for a Nuclear Free Alberta, 
says despite consulting 5,000 Alber- 
tans on the matter, the province com- 
pletely ignored a petition submitted 
to the legislature containing another 
5,000 signatures advocating against 
pro-nuclear policy in the province. 

“Most of us were involved in look- 
ingat alternative energies to help with 
the CO2 emission problem, and we 
thought of wind, solar, small hydro 
that type of thing, and nobody saw 
nuclear as a solution,” says Rymhs. 
He thinks substituting greenhouse 
gas emissions with nuclear waste is 
no solution to cleaning up Alberta's 


energy sector. 
Alberta Liberal energy critic Dave 
Taylor agrees, saying that the prov 
ince needs to look into renewable 
energy resources. However, he says 
there’s no problem asking Albertans 
what they think about the issue. He 
admits that nuclear power may be 
able to play a role in energy future 
“You need to sit down and do some 
real investigation, and real research 
into whether this fits what the prov 
ince needs going forward or not. It's 
a very expensive way to get into gen- 
erating power,” he says about the as 
tronomical cost of the construction 
and eventually teardown of nuclear 
plants at the end of their life cycle. 
Taylor also says Knight provided a 
little solace to worried taxpayers by 
stating that the province would not 
spend any public money on nuclear 
proposals, and that's something Al 
bertans will have to hold the prov- 
ince to. 
As for Melnyk, she says she'll con 
tinue fighting for more information. 
“I'm going to organize farmers, be 
cause at the end of the day, the local 
food market and agriculture is going 
to be hardest hit.” 
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SEASONAL DRINKS - ALTERNTAIVES 350 words 


the front 


It Doesn't Always 
Have To Be Baileys 





BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
EGGNOG OR MULLED 

WINE PROVIDE TASTY 
ALTERNATIVES TO HOLIDAY 
STAPLE 


I's almost Noél, and the angels did 
say: "Please, no more friggin’ Bai 
leys.” 

Really, it's quite remarkable how 
much Baileys is purchased and con. 
sumed in the last two weeks of the 
year. Back in my retail booze store 
days, I remember how we'd stock up 
‘on cases and cases of the stuff, and 
it would all be sold out by Christ 
mas Eve. In the week leading up to 
Christmas, I would be asked at least 
20 times a day if we had any more 
Baileys in stock, and/or if any store 
nearby still had some. Those wild 
eyed, last minute giftmas shoppers 
would even resort to buying hand- 
fuls of the miniature 50mL bottles, 
desperate to have something to feed 
their relatives, 


like a coffee-flavoured version of an 
Irish Cream, and it is surprisingly 
good — especially if you like Star 
bucks Frappucinos. Sip this liqueur 
straight or on the rocks; you can also 
add it to coffee, but be aware that it 
already has a strong coffee flavour 


so it might be too much for some 


people 

In a similar vein, eggnog and rum 
is another staple creamy holiday 
drink. Now, | don't find this to be as 
passé as Baileys, perhaps because it 
is not as common (or maybe just not 
as marketed/publicized). Still, if you 


want something a little different than 
the standard, try adding spiced rum 
instead of just regular ram — this 
will give it an extra bit of zing. Mak 
ing your own eggnog also lets you 
change up the taste a little bit, as well 
as lower the insanely high sugar and 
fat content of store-bought egenog 
(and make you feel less guilty about 
adding that hefty dose of booze) 

If creamy drinks aren't your cup of 
tea (or booze, as it were), try a differ- 
ent sort of holiday drink, like mulled 
wine. Known as gliihwein in Germa 
ny (where it is much more popular 
than in North America), mulled wine 
is a classic holiday beverage made 
by heating red wine with a mixture 
of spices. You can buy packages of 





ALTHOUGH I AM LOATHE TO RECOMMEND 
SOMETHING MADE BY A GIGANTIC COFFEE 
MEGA-CORPORATION, THE STARBUCKS CREAM 
LIQUEUR IS PRETTY FANTASTIC. 





Yes, Baileys is truly a Christmas 
staple — and certainly it does taste 
good in a variety of festive drinks. 
But it's not the only type of booze 
that's good for Christmas. 

Baileys is like the Kleenex of Irish 
Cream; many people conflate the 
two and assume that Irish Cream IS 
Baileys, when in fact there are many 
other brands on the market. I'm sure 
a few of you will be forced to try some 
of these, due to the upcoming inevi- 
table shortage of Baileys. Do not fret; 
most of thern taste so similar that 
you won't even notice the difference, 
especially if you're just dumping in 
some coffee or making some other 
kind of mixed drink. 

For those of you who are sick of 
having Baileys at Christmas (or who 
couldn't find a bottle before they all 
sold out), try checking out some 
other creamy liqueurs. They have a 
similar feel to them, but the taste is 
markedly different — and dare | say, 
more exciting — than your standard 
Irish Cream. 

Though I'm loathe to recommend 
something made by a gigantic cof- 
fee mega-corporation, the Starbucks 
Cream Liqueur is pretty fantastic. It's 


premixed spices, but it's pretty easy | 


to whip up your own; just combine 
a couple sticks of cinnamon, some 
grated nutmeg, a few whole cloves 
and some orange zest with a bottle of 
red wine. Try to avoid lighter-bodied 
Wines, as they don't handle the cook- 
ing process very well; stick to hearty, 
cold-weather wines like Shiraz, Cab 
ernet Sauvignon, or Zinfandel: Heat 
up the wine and spice mixture over 
medium-low heat, adding about half 
a cup of sugar or honey when it is 
hot, but not boiling, You may want 
to add a bit more sugar and/or some 
water if the flavour is too intense - 
there are no precise measurements; 
it is best to go by taste. Once you've 
got everything balanced out, let it 
simmer for a good half an hour (or 
longer, if you want it to be spicier) 
Serve it hot. 

Aside from these suggestions, you 
could pretty much serve anything 
spicy, creamy, or minty and call it 
a holiday drink. Or, you know, you 
could just decide that holiday-themed 
booze is nonsense, and dip into your 
regular alcohol of choice. Serve it in 
a reindeer-adorned cup and call it a 
year. 
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YOU'VE SEEN THE COZY RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GLENN BECK’S 
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FOOD - TURKEY TALK - BY JESSICA POTTER 11096 words 


Mom Was Right - Turkey Takes Time 


BUT DON'T BE INTIMIDATED. 





Why my mother woke up at 6 a.m. 
on Christmas morning to stuff the 
turkey has, to this day, remained a 
mystery to me. Surely, a 20-pound 
defrosted bird cooks in less than 12 
hours, doesn't it? 

€arly morning turkey stuffing is 
just one of the many mysteries sur- 
rounding the traditional Christmas 
feast. Our mothers and grandmoth- 
ers and their maternal figures before 
ther seemed to inherit some kind of 
sixth sense for hosting that is all but 
lost on me and my contemporaries 
How do they know, exactly, that 2/3 
of a bag of brussel sprouts will feed a 
dozen people? 

But as frightening as it may be, at 
some point in our lives most of us 
will have to take over these traditions 
from our parents. While I don't have 
all the answers to the question of 
how to prepare the perfect holiday 
feast, I can shed some light on the 
most important part: the turkey. 

The preparations: 

+ Figure out how many people you 
are feeding and choose your turkey 
accordingly. Usually, the rule of 
thumb is a pound per person, In 
my house, we go for three pounds, I 
swear, 

+ Buy your turkey early if you plan 
to use a frozen bird because the big 
ones disappear early. Don't be afraid 
of the utility-grade turkeys — there's 
nothing wrong with them and they're 
usually quite a bit cheaper. You might 
be missing a wing, but really, what's 
the big deal? 

+ Fresh turkeys usually need to be 


pre-ordered. Ask the folks in the 


meat department if they have an or- 
dering list and sign up. Pick up your 
bird within three days of cooking 
Please remember to refrigerate it 
For the entire time. 

+ If you're using a frozen bird, you 
can defrost in the fridge at about five 
hours per pound. A safe and easy 
way to thaw a giant bird is to put the 
frozen turkey (with packaging!) in a 
sealed cooler and cover it with water. 
The temperature stays low enough 
to keep the meat safe from horrible 
bacterial infestation and the water 
ensures the bird thaws evenly, This 
process works out to about one hour 
per pound. 

+ Make sure you have a roasting 
pan and rack big enough to hold 
your bird. You really can't just toss 
the turkey in the oven without some- 
thing to catch the drippings. You'll 
have a nasty dry bird and a kitchen 
fire, guaranteed 

The morning of: 

+ Remove wrapping from the tur 
key. It's going to be slimy. And huge. 
And raw. 

+ Remove the giblets and the neck 
They'll be stuffed in the body cavity. 
If you're lucky, the organs will be in 
a nice little package. Keep aside the 
neck — you'll need it for the gravy. 

+ Rinse and wipe the body cavity 
and sprinkle it with salt and pepper. 
Be careful not to cut your hands on 
the ribs — sliced fingers and raw tur- 
key juice are a painful combination 

+ Add the stuffing to the body cav- 
ity. Since there are so many different 
variations of stuffing, find one that 
sounds good to you from the inter- 
web or a cookbook and make a batch 
either the night before or the morn- 
ing of. Don't pack the stuffing too 
tightly, or it won't cook thoroughly 


and you'll kill your family. Use the 





SOLSTICE 


skin flap to keep the stuffing from 
falling out and skewer it into place. 

+ Place the turkey, breast side up 
(it probably wouldn’t stay up in any 
other position, anyway) on a rack in 
a roasting pan. 

» Brush with melted butter or oil 
Butter tastes better. 
You decide 

+ Cover the whole thing in foil so it 


Oil is easier. 


is loosely ‘tented’ 

+ Roast the bird in a 325F oven 
for approximately 20 minutes per 
pound. So, if you're cooking for 
my family, that's 22 pounds times 
20 minutes, so 440 minutes, which 
is about 7 hours. Normal people 
probably buy 12-15 pound turkeys, 
so that's about 4 or 5 hours. | guess 
your pre-roast preparations depend 
on when you plan to eat and how big 
your turkey is 

+ Remove the foil tent for the last 
hour of roasting to make it golden 
and pretty. Keep the tent, though — 
you'll need it later 

+ Ensure that bird is cooked. Juices 
should min clear when the turkey is 
pierced and when a thermometer 
reads at least 190F when inserted 
into the thickest part of the thigh. 

When the turkey is done, transfer 
it to a warm platter. 

+ Tent the bird with the foil and let 
it stand for 20 to 30 minutes. This is 
to let the juices distribute throughout 
the meat 

But what about the leftovers? 

You really don’t have to eat sand- 
wiches for two weeks — you'll grow 
tired of the  stuffing-cranberry- 
mayo-turkey-white dinner bun com 
bo pretty quickly and you shouldn't 
really eat the turkey for more than 
three days. So what to do with all 
that meaty goodness? Well, you can 
chop up the turkey meat and freeze 


it, put it in casseroles and freeze it, 
put the turkey meat in some kind 
of pot pie or pasta sauce, or use the 
shredded meat in tacos or anything 
you'd normally use ground beef or 
ground turkey. 

But, the best thing about leftover 
turkey is the soup. Hidden in that 
greasy, nasty looking turkey carcass 
is the ultimate in deliciousness. So 
make your own stock 

+ 12 cups of cold water 

+ Turkey carcass cut into a couple 
of pieces (you've already taken the 
good meat off) 

« Two each: celery stalks; unpeeled 
carrots; onions — coarsely chopped 





ILLUSTRATION BY JANEE AUGER 


+ One bay leaf 

+ One tbsp. of thyme 

+ One tbsp. of black peppercorns 
+ 8 stems of fresh parsley OR 1 tsp 


of dry 

* Put this all in a pot and bring to 
a boil 

+ Skim off the foam and reduce 
heat to simmer 

+ Simmer for about four hours. 

~ Strain through a cheesecloth 

+ Let cool and then refrigerate for 
about 8 hours to solidify the fat - 
skim this off and then put the stock 
into airtight containers and freeze 
for up to four months (or keep in the 
fridge for about three days) 


CELEBRATION 


@ Shanti. Decemser 21 JOIN us At 7:30 
FOR AN HOUR OF RESTORATIVE YOGA WITH 
SOOTHING DRUMS. FOULOWED aY A DRUM. 
GiPcLE LED BY Marcus FUNG. COmeFoR 
ONE OR BOTH. 
Please reGister @ 780-421-9444 of 
WYOGA@MAIL.COM 
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CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


26-1251 | SHANTIYE 


tournament, as part of a game tournam: West Edmonton 


\ i: 7 | > Professional Gamer Sander Kaasjager plays in the semi-finals of a Quake L' 
aa 





‘T2 + December [7 - December 3, 2009 - see magazine «edmonton agenda | the front | music| on screen | arts | sex | classifieds | the back 


complete listings Seemagazine.com 


the front 





DINING - ECLECTIC: BY SCOTT LINGLEY | 8 woos 


Lazia North Hits The Spot On Icy Edmonton Eve 


WELL WORTH THE TRIP TO 
NORTH EDMONTON SHOPPING 
AREA, BUT SOME ITEMS A BIT 
TOO SWEET FOR OUR GUY 





LAZIANORTH 
13503 St. Albert Trail, 760-488-3823 





In a way, miserable weather yields 
the perfect conditions for a restau- 
rant meal. People just plain old don't 
want to hurl themselves into the 
inky morass of a scaldingly cold win- 
ter evening when they could huddle 
around the family table and order 
a pizza or, if absolutely necessary, 
cook. But if you make the effort to 
wrap and double-wrap all exposed 
skin, idle the car until a small Micro- 
nesian island drowns and manoeu- 
vre it safely through Edmonton's 
asphalt luge-curves, you might be 
rewarded with serene surroundings 
uncluttered by other patrons and 
plenty of attention from your bored, 
gratuity-deprived server. 

Thus it was at Lazia in North &d- 
monton Common. The massive 
NEC parking lot was surprisingly full 
between the half dozen chain res- 


taurants (and couple of indie Asian 
places) and the big-bastard multi 
plex they share it with. We repaired 
quickly to the Lazia lounge, a sub 
dued space with gas fire, plush cir 
cular booths, various glowing orbs, 
discs and spheres — somehow ap. 
propriate with the ringed outerspace 
gangplank that leads to the second 
level looming above — and the req- 
uisite array of large screens aflicker 
with sporting highlights. In virtually 
no time, our server had dealt out our 
menus (standard, chef's special, liba- 


as I understand it, with Lazia (for 
merly Lazia) in City Centre Mall and 
morphed through a few incarnations 
becoming ever more stylish and pric 
ier as it went, but without ever losing 
the absolutely ghastly glass-art cen 
terpiece that has loomed over diners 
since it opened. The same lapse in 
judgment that led them to describe 
themselves as “uber chic” (sic) on 
their website? We may never know. 
Anyhow, with a glass of spicy to- 
mato-booze in fist and an eclectic ar 
ray of foodstuffs before me to choose 


consulted the server, who endorsed 
the Mediterranean salad ($9.95) and 
claimed the butter chicken ($15.95) 
was one of the joint’s most popu 
lar dishes. That did not my shake 
co-diner from her yen for a Kobe 
cheeseburger with fries ($12.95) 
Shortly after our order was taken 
another server arrived with a basket 
of complementary nachos and thin 
corncakes (with a coconutty dip and 
a rice vinegary dip) to help us pass 
the time. Nice. The salad was not 
long in following and, by any stan 





THE TAB: $40 FOR TWO, FOOD ONLY 
THE GIST: STYLISH FUSION OASIS IN A SEA OF FROZEN CONCRETE 
TRY THE: MEDITERRANEAN SALAD 


BEWARE: THE SWEETNESS 


ee 


tions) and registered our order for 
a pair of the night's drink special. A 
sympathetic chill rode the length of 
my spine as she strode away to re- 
trieve our $3.95 caesars in her brief, 
sleeveless black dress. 

The Lazia family started out, so far 


from, I certainly felt comfortable and 
at ease amid the quiet murmurs of 
conversation and miasma of men's 
bodyspray lapping at the edges of 
my attention. My co-diner and I en 
gaged in negotiations about how to 


order complementary meals. She 


dard, it was massive. Heaps of mixed 
greens, thin slices of fennel and grape 
tomatoes tossed with peppery bal 
samic vinaigrette, then loaded with 
feta cubes, candied pecans and dried 
cranberries. Fresh and delicious, to 


be sure, but maybe a touch too sweet 


with the copious fruit and nuts. 

The rich, saffron-coloured butter 
chicken, fortified with yams, snap 
peas and red pepper strips, came at 
tractively plated with a side of coco- 
nut rice and harboured a satisfyingly 
spicy snap, but also seemed quite 
sweet, especially when ladled over 
the side of creamy coconut rice. If 
the generous portions hadn't ruled 
out dessert, the cumulative sweet 
ness of the meal might have. 

The cheeseburger was as tasty, if a 
-y, and pretty much 
what you deserve if you fork over $13 
for a burger — a thick patty of juicy, 
high quality beef that outweighs the 
bun or the fixins surrounding it, with 
fries 

At the end of the night, I certainly 
felt better for having slipped the sur- 
ly bonds of winter, however momen- 
tarily, and the vitamin C in the cae- 
sars alleviated the scurvy to which I 


little mayonnai: 





cumbing trapped inside my 






ocked habitation. 

too much to pay to keep 
your teeth from getting all loose and 
wobbly? | think the answer is obvi- 


ous. 














ARTVENTURES PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19. 
EVENTS ‘PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT DEC 19 Hands-on art program for 
MARKET ‘COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE House, | ‘Miter aged 6-1. 1pm. Info, 460-10, 
SUBAREA BEYOND THE TREES TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE. 1121-142 
local fayou: Every Sat. From 0am to? pa. nf: www. ‘ST.DEC9-APR 5 An exhibit focusing on the natural hesitage 
thecarota ‘of our varied forests in Canada. info: wwwedmonton- 
(CHRISTMAS BINGO STRATHCONA PLACE SENIORS CENTRE, | SCentecom, 
1083) UNIVERSTTY AVE. EC 1810 am. nf: 433-5282. MCAT YOO OUR) Sabra Ip 
CHRISTMAS GALA SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY. 3-SavE, | Outside of TAT Supermarket. 
SPRUCEGROVETODECZ3 Show and sale Info: 962-0660, | SENEALOGY OPEN HOUSE STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY, 
CGHRISTMAS MOVIE STRATHCONA PLACE SENIORS CENTRE. Fee een te siet 
| UNIVERSITY At 11, info 433-5807. 
CORISTIAS SHOW AMD SALE SPATE ULE (LEARN MORRIS DANCE #9 KEEGANO HALL, RICHFIELD 
STRATHCDNA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE. TO RO. 364 AVE Free Lessons. Saturdays at 10 am. Info: 
DEC ZB Info: 433-5807. A186. a es. 
‘COME CAROL AT THE CARROT CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS eae teased sal amt 
COFFEE HOUSE, 935-1 AVE DEC 8 Spm. Info: 471580. | ‘Werinesdays at 7 p.m. into: www. 
DENES sth eetarhcare be enee, MILE ZERO DANCE LANOIMG PAD, #201 1092310157. TO, 
FARMER'S MARKET ALBERTA AVEWUEHALL S7ie gave. | DECI6\ntensealterativ dance wrksho. Ino: 42¢-573. 
Bey ihiitearound Zia PAUL SVEN TEACHES STAND UP COMEDY THE LAUGH 
FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE. SHOP, 2NO FLOOR, 10358 WHYTE AVE. Mondays Cll for 
5704-111 AVE. Fox Parents and children up to. Gere pocnicos s eealiasegecy, 
pet rp ‘THE SCIENCE OF TOYS TELUS WORLD 
END CHRISTIN REFORMED CHURCH, HOT PICK OF STEEN 2S. 
1001-149 ST. DECT7-19 With over ace Taking a look at the way toys. 
EXHIBIT] SCIENCE ‘ave created. I2pum- nfo: www. 
350 Nativity scenes. 6 am Info: ‘ ‘pan 
eww westender 455-5360, The Science of Toys Cosel 
‘SHERLOCK HOLMES | How toys are mad [- 
TOWN), vires aes Now thraogh Jan, 3 ‘SHOPS THE LAUGH SHOP. 2ND 
With Derna Harvey. 7pm. TELUS WORLDOF SCIENCE FLOOR, 10368 WHYTEAVE 6 pm. 
THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUBS RED Info: ww thelauehshon 
CARPET PARTY 10012-1014 AVE. ‘SWING DANCE AT SUGAR FOOT 
he Sian ort phic dane, Ly 
‘Sherlock Holmes Movie, 7pm. fii Beginner by dance. Every 
Pee eke MEMTIDISUASPERAYE — | Tango Asses ORE HALLIES8¢AVETasdsat 
WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION 730 pun inf 905-8505. 
WASTOVOKURCHLLSO DEC ncesrectratans | NITMALATINTWISTENORE UR. #76, 25°FRS7 Fe 
stories.7 pum. info: www.westwoodunitarian.ca. Salsa lessons, Thursdays, 9 p.m Info: 417-0111. 
er hie WRITER'S CIRCLE CARROT COMMU ARTS COFFEE 
HOUSE, 357-8 AVE. Wing workshop every Te of meth 
MEETINGS Tom 
EDMONTON NATURE CLUB ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
2845-102 AVE DEC 18 Monthly meeting 7pm. Inf: QUEER 
CHS, 
COVEREATERS ANONYMOUS MISERICOROUA HOSPITA WORM’S BOOK CLUB SECOND CUP (12 ST-SASPER 
16940-87AVE Weekly support metings. Saturdays AVE ) very Wedresay, 730 pm. Inf: bookworm 
ee ah teamedmonton.ca_ 
—e COFFEE & OPEN MIC NIGHT PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1 AVE 
Saturdays at 4 nfo: 688-323, 
LEARNING LLY. WEDNESDAYS PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1 AVE Various 
it) 3pm Inf 488-3234 
ARGENTINETANGOCLASSESWTHCRISTAAR | Saute acoEre Pec - 
VICENTE ORANGE HALL 0335-84 AVE Beginners inter- Crrepirsatnglangh abba sas 
rediate/advance. Mondays at7:30 pum Inf: 905-6505/ | sions SOCLAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS MEET 
Sa MONTHLY VARIOUS LOCATIONS info: www gous yahoo. 
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|  com/goup/edmonton flusions/367 3343, 

MEM TALKING WITH PRIDE PRIDE CENTRE 9540-117 

AVE A social discussion group for gay, bisexual and 
transgendered men to discuss curent issues and to offer 
| Support to each othes. Every Sun.7 p.m. Info: robwells7B0@ 
‘otmailcom. 
| PIZZA & DRAG DAY PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-TIAVE. DECIB4 | 
PROFESSIONAL COUNSELLING PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-1 
AVE. Every Wecinesctay extent for the first Wednesday of 
| eve month. 7 pum. info: 488 3234. 

‘SENIORS DROP-IN PRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. A social 
‘and support group for seniors of all genders and sexualities 
| totalk have tea and offer each other support. Every Tue and 
Tha. p.m infer tfffshawca. | 
TTIQPRIDE CENTRE, 9540-111 AVE. A mixed genes open 
‘Support group addressing the needs of transsexual and | 
transgendered individuals. First and third Sun of month.2 | 
‘p.m Info adminG@pridecentreofedmontor.org. | 
‘YOUTH MOVIE PRIDE CENTRE. 9540-111 AVE. Movie chosen, 


by youth (aged 4-75), usually with LEST themes. Popcam is 
served. Fridays at 630 p.m. into: brendandipridecentrenfed- 


| mantonorg. 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTHPRIDE CENTRE9S40-11] 
AVE. Every Saturday at 7 um. info www.yuyedmn.ca/248- 


ACTIVISM 







‘Rrm3-18 Organization for the emancipation and autonomy 
of African women, providing programms on ecanmry, commu- 
‘ity health, training i HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment. and 


| hameeduction instruction in French nish and Atican 


Languages. Admission free for members, membership 51. 
inf: 490-7332. 

PEACE AMBASSADORS INITIATIVE CARROT 
COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-18 
AYE A youth group promating 


peroneal HOT PICK oon, yee 
(COAST 70 COAST PUB AND CELEBRATION | FAITH Mondays S-7 pm. Education North 
| GRILL, 552 CALGARY TR. An activist 3 4 4-104, U of A Campus infor 425- 
| artsorganization, seeking socaly Solstice Celebration 4644 or wwwsnzar.org/ Youth’ 
‘conscious artists, and production pega eh ar shores. Index htm. 
volunteers onan ongoing basi pm, THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY 
| Wed at 7pm. Info: 434-9236 or CTV HALL, 1SIR WINSTON DOCUMENTARY SERIESSTEEPS 
|  contactSiedmontonsmealipress.org. GHURCHILLSO. TEA LOUNGETING WHYTE AVE. 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION EDMONTON, ALBERTAEvery Tuesday. 
IVORY CLUB, 10304-171 ST. 3rd & 4th Sat every Screenings free. infer 988-8105 or m+ 
| month, 9 am-5 pm. Faculté Saint-Jean 6406-91 St. chaetkstesestea com, 
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RESTAURANT GUIDE 


mw. seemagazine.com for a chance to purchase $50 Gift Certificates to these great restaurants for only $25! 
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11053 86 ave www.levabar.com 
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MUSIC 


MUSIC TOUR - ENSEMBLE MUJIRUSHI - BY PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO | 1500 words 








46 WE TAKE CREATIVE RISKS, 
BUT THESE RISKS ARE NO BIGGER THAN THE RISKS 
TAKEN BY PIANISTS WHO PLAY A CHOPIN NOCTURNE. 


On The Road With Ensemble Mujirushi 


EDMONTON'S PIOTR 
GRELLA-MOZEJKO SHARES 
THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF A 
SUCCESSFUL EUROPEAN TOUR 


What The Heck Is Ensemble Mujirushi? 
We founded & 
to allow us to go wild and present music that 


semble Mujirushi back in 2008 





is challenging, creative, fun, and cultivated by 
very few people. This is what we do: we amal- 
gamate dance, gesture, image, light, word, and 
sound, This truly is an esthetic whole much 
bigger than its constitutive parts. Our singer, 
Michelle, calls it “The Theatre of New Music 
because our performances involve so much 
movement on stage and are designed to offer 


the audience an illusion of a narrative, despite 





being built of many separate, stand-alone musi 
cal compositions by various composers. There 
is also a very strong technological-component 
in the form of computer-generated and com- 
puter-processed phenomena, both visual and 
In two words, multimedia performance 
Morita, the 


aural 

The ensemble includes Gerry 
Michelle Milenkovic 
tress; Charles Stolte, the saxophonist; Chris 
Payne, the video artist; Jerry Ozipko, the (elec- 
tric) violinist; and Piotr Grella-Mozejko, whose 


dancer; the singer-ac- 


main instrument is computer software. 


Theoretically, this esthetic 
a hybrid of the classical avant-garde. and ex- 


Avant-garde 


proposition is 


perimental musical traditions. 
and experimental music mean two different 
things. Scholars speak about European Avant: 
garde (Kaija Saariaho, Pierre Boulez, Karlheinz 
Xenakis) 
can Experimentalism (Joan La Barbara, Earle 


Stockhausen, lannis and Ameri 


Brown, John Cage, Morton Feldman). Most 
people think of classical music as referring to 
Mozart or Handel. So is what we do still clas- 
sical music? 
Yes and more. The musical scores we in- 
terpret often do not look like normal scores at 
all. They are not composed and notated in the 
traditional manner, like regular sheet music 
Some of them are ... drawn! In this particular 
case we speak about graphic music (or graphic 


scores), visual music, etc. The focus is on the 


performers’ interpretive as well as creative 


abilities. If the score looks like an abstract 
etching or drawing, what can a traditionally 
trained musician do? Next to nothing, really 

We approach it differently. We study and an 
alyze such scores and, collectively, improvise 
mentally to come up with our own interpre 
tative visions. We speculate on how to inter 
pret these artifacts. We draw inspiration from 
them, yet our interpretations may differ from 
what the composers imagined when they were 
conceiving their pieces 

This art — because it is a separate, interdisci 
plinary art form — requires a set of skills that 
are unlike any other in the sphere of classical 
music interpretation. We take creative risks. 
but these risks are no bigger than the risks tak 
en by the pianists who play a Chopin nocturne. 
After all, a “normal” score can be interpreted 
in as many ways as a graphic one. 

Our goal is to make sure that our rendition 
of this material has esthetic value of high or- 
der; that it is done well enough to transform 


convincingly the composer's abstract idea into 








gesture, sound, visual transmutation; and that 
it offers our audiences moments of metaphysi- 
cal abandon 

So that’s who we are and what we do. Now on 


with our adventure! 


On The Road! 
After months of preparation, we left Edmon 
ton to go on our first European tour, “Smash 
the Mainstream.” The tour came about thanks 
to international invitations — and ensuing 
grants from the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts and Edmonton Arts Council. No grants, 
no international exposure — it's that simple. 
Artists love to hate these institutions, but we 
are thankful 
The aforesaid invitations came from Belgium's 
De Rode Pomp, a New Music presenter based 
in Gent, and from the Audio Art Festival in 
Cracow, Poland, where they were interested 
in programming Canadian content. With two 
great dates secured, it was logical to submit 
more proposals — and five more were accepted, 
TOUR cont'd on p. 16. 


My Big Fat European Adventure | Ensemble Mujirushi goes on the road, PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 














HOTTICKETS . THIS WEEK'S MUST-SEE SHOWS _ 


Ring The Bells Tour, w/AFI 
Shaw Conference Centre | Dec. 18 


Say what you will about these emo-goth- 
pop-punkers, they've outlasted many of 
their peers and have’changed with the mu- 
sic industry to maintain relevance In a scene 
dominated by finicky, trend-hopping high- 
schoolers. AFI will be bringing their energetic 
fadio-punk sounds to Shaw, which will surely 


black-clad, make-up glamour punks. Open- 
ing for them will be Canada's Melissa Auf 
Der Maur (MAdM), former bassist for Hole 
and touring member of Smashing Pumpkins. 


with their own brand of glam garage. 


be an early Christmas present for all of the | 


Cage The Elephant will be filling out the bill, | 





Gobble Gobble 
Avonmore Hall | Dec. 20 


| If you haven't seen Gobble Gobble yet, it’s 


time to do yourself a favour. This energy- 
filled, 8-bit glitch dance party has been 


growing in popularity all year, and is going | 


to give another sweat-soaked, impossible- 
to-stand-still musical explosion. Joining GG 
will be the experimental electronics of Mark 
Templeton and Calgary's Beneath These Idle 
Tides. This event is part of the Wyld Decem- 
ber series and will be the release show for the 
fe-pressing of the “Dally Dance” LP by Doug 
Snyder and Bob Thompson. Edmonton's 
Cantor Records Is making this slab of vinyl 


| Pop Echo’s Birthday Party 
Likwid Lounge | Dec. 18 


Inassociation with Canada's most important 
outsider music blog, Weird Canada, Edmon- 
ton’s most varied record label celebrates 
Its birthday with performances by amazing 
| hometown ‘90s revivalists, Outdoor Min- 
ers, Calgary’s amped, swirling, shoe gazers, 
Heat-Ray, and Edmonton's latest entry into 
frenetic naive pop, JAZZ. This |s a great rea- 
son to support one of Edmonton's few musi- 
cal going concerns, and with three bands for 
$5, there's really no reason to not come cel- 
| ebrate another successful year at Pop Echo. 
This show is also one of four Wyld December 
events that you should watch out for. 


| available to the world once again. 


Rockin’ The Conf | AFI hits the Shaw Conference Centre on Friday. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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Jackpot! 


Switch to TELUS TV’ and save. 








=) 
Switching your TV to TELUS is easy, Just 
especially when you hear the price, 
Sign up today and get: 9 © 
= 1 month FREE 
* 
= Superb picture and sound quality / Mo é 
® Professional installation for 6 months in a bundle, 
® 24/7/365 technical support no contract required. 














Switch today and save. Call 310-MYTV (6988). 


Tews 
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MUSIC 


TOUR (cont'd from p. 14) 
all in Poland’s major centres; War 
saw, Gdansk, Lodz (two), and Kato- 


wice. Seven gigs altogether! 

On Nov 
ton to-Calgary. From Calgary, a long 
and boring flight to Frankfurt. Then 
off to Brussels. Everything worked 
like a well-repaired (wink!) Swiss 
the flight arrived late, but 
our dear friend André Posman was 
there to pick us up and we drove to 


16 we flew from Edmon 


watch 


Gent, one happy family. 


People say they could die in bliss af- 
ter having seen Gent. For Chris, it 


was even more intense. How true it 
is: Gent is one of those magical cit 
ies, which although less famous and 
popular than Paris, Rome, London, 
or even Venice, somehow manages 
to offer much more than their larger 
counterparts because of their intri- 
cate intimacy mixed with the im- 
mense weight of tactile history — so 
tactile, in fact, that the city emanates 
metaphysical hyper 
vibe which affects our perception of 


one colossal 


the past, culture, future. 


Finally, our first show in Europe! 
Lights go off, excitement is in the air, 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


Band of Brothers | Kingly Everett Lao| takes his turn af the microphone as the Lenarduez\ brothers ~ 
Dennis and Steven seen behind him — {ay down a bed of music. with drummer Silas Grenis and Tom Murray on 
bass. The show at the ARTery was packed despite the freakish cold outside, PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 





* RED STAR 





16 - December 1? - December 23, 2009 - see magazine - edmonton 


you can feel that people's expecta- 
tions are high. So, let's start! 
Nothing ... No sound, no nothing! 
To us, computer-generated sounds 
are essential, as most of our pieces 
involve electronics, And at that cra 
cial moment — silence! Piotr's on the 
thing 
worked properly just half an hour 
earlier! Why did he step outside to 
get those fucking fries?! The fries 
did it, man! 





verge of a heart attack; e 





The confusion and tension are in 
credible. Piotr restarts his Mac, hands 
shaking, The loudspeaker cords con 
nected to his Yarmaha mixer give him 
strong electric shocks every time he 
touches them. No wonder, the jacks 
are fastened to the cords with mask- 
ing tape. But for fuck’s sake, it's not 
a stand-up comedy routine! In an 
act of despair he disconnects those 
cords and despite the ongoing elec 
tric shock plugs them into the mixer 
again, It works! The rest of the show 
is uneventful and smooth (Jerry 
would have preferred the adjective 
awesome” but we said no) 

After the people 
stayed to talk. They were pleased, ap 


performance, 


preciated the effort, and asked good 
They 
from the very beginning and were 


questions were on our side 


relieved no less than we were when 





things began working properly again. 
A model audience, worth suffering a 


lot of stress for 


Our performance in Cracow is part 
of the Audio Art Festival. This is 
the 17th edition of the festival and 
one would expect that organization 





should be flaw 
Nothing was ready. They gave most 


right? Wrong! 


of the afternoon to a French noise 
artist” who had a very complex 
setup. We were becoming more and 
more livid with anger. In the midst 
of it the Frenchman lazily fiddled 
with his computers while his video 


woman who could 





partner, a Swis: 
use a therapist, fiddled with her nose. 
Our tech support (two rather dreamy 
young men) was, well, dreamy. The 
level of chaos was such that Piotr had 
to lend his own cords to the ego-ma 
niacal Frenchman and the Swiss hag 
At some point the women, Gerry and 
Michelle, had to mop the floor them- 
selves because no one was available 
to do it. It was a nightmare 

The evening opened with the French- 
It was so bad and ama 
One 
long, brutal, incoherent cacophony 
at about 130dB, accompanied by 
soft-porn-like video by that unsat 


man’s set 
teurish it defies description 





factory Swiss VJ. The whole thing 


was ridiculous. Michelle, with her 
deadpan sense of humour, summed 
it up best: “Six-hour 
this WANK?" It was a let-down and 


a turn-off 


rehearsal for 


Under the circumstances, 
it was a miracle that our show went 
on after only 45-minute rehearsal 
The bitter aftertaste has remained 


since. 


We rush to the Fryderyk 
Chopin University of Music, where 


Warsaw. 


our next gig is to take place, and 
where the famous composer received 
his education, hence the name. The 
Poles are infatuated with their na 


tional hero and there’s even a Chopin 
vodka brand, which says a lot about 
the country. Imagine Glenn Gould 
rye, eh? 

What a difference between Warsaw 
and the ill-fated Audio Art Festival in 
Cracow! We rehearse happily till 
the door is open and people pour in 
And they keep coming! More chairs 
please! More chairs are brought in. 
And still more people show up 

We begin — and is it ever slick! 
It looks like 


we finally reap rewards of our own 


Maximum rock ‘n’ roll! 


hard work — and of the decent, pro- 
fessional support provided by the 
university. Thank you, Warsaw! 

Right from the beginning we expe- 
rience this positive and thrilling in- 
terconnectedness of minds; we and 
our audience become one, the high 
est state of artistic communication 
imaginable. This happens both on 
the instinctive and fully conscious 
levels, which makes it even more 
enticing. And then we see people 
clap with honesty and genuine joy. 
Terrific audience! There are no less 
than five curtain calls, except there is 
no curtain. This concert alone makes 
all the preparations and stress worth 
it 


Time to part our ways. Our hosts go 
back to their business, we to ours. 
The northern city of Gdansk is our 
next destination, then Lédz, then 
Katowice — but we know that after 
Warsaw nothing bad can happen 
only good 

Everyone have a nice drink of Chopin 
vodka! Cheers! 








YOUR QUEST STARTS HERE! 


Learn full-time, part-time, online... on your time 


| NorQuest College is your community college, providing career education through diplomas 





t and certificates in health, human service, business and industry. 


Need pre-requisites or language training to go on to further study or a better job.. 


| we can help with that too! 


DIPLOMAS: 

* Business Administration 
* Digital Graphics 
Communications 

* Mental Health Rehabilitation 
{Diploma or Certificate) 

* Pharmacy Technician 

* Physical Therapy Assistant 
* Practical Nurse 

* Social Work 

(with a mutticutture} focus) 
© Therapeutic Recreation 
(Diploma or Certificate) 


For more information, call 780-644-6000 
in Edmonton, 1-866-534-7218 toil free or visit 


www.norquest.ca 


<NaQuest 
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ON BY KATHLEEN BELL 1605 wor: 


Here's Wishing You A “Perfect Christmas” 





MUSIC: 











MAE ANDERSON’S NOT A Christmas because who's around and While Off the Floor has a pro 
HOUSEHOLD NAME YET, BUT not necessarily because of what's un- nounced singer-songwriter feel, ac 
SEE READERS TAKE NOTE: der your tree, to stick out, so that it cording to Anderson, she's heading 
SHE'S HERE TO STAY was a happy song, a jolly song every- in a more rockin’ direction for her 
body could dance to and relate to niext effort 
MAE ANDERSON she says. “I related it to Dr. Seuss—it “I've always been into the whole 
Dec. 18, 2009. was a simplistic way of writing it but rock thing,” she says. "I mean, my 
(West Edmonton Mall Stage in front of HMY, 6:30pm it has deeper meaning.” first crush was Elvis Presley and my 
Please bring an item forthe Edmanton Food Bank That doesn’t mean whipping up favourite band is Simple Plan. It’s al 
a holiday hymn, with acoustic-pop ways been a conflict between myself, 
Quick. What have you done for hu- leanings, was easy. “The simplest ‘cause | play acoustic guitar but I lis 





manity lately? Maybe you've already things are so hard to write,” she 
dropped off some change in those explains, “It's tough to mean all the been this inner thing where it's been 
Salvation Army plastic bubbles or Christmas things without using the hippie vs. screarn-o 

given a few boxes of mac n’ cheese same words that every other Christ- This Christmas, her scream-o side 


ten to electric music. There's always 





(the good stuff) to the office food mas song uses. My manager made a _is taking a serious break. She's defi 
drive. Good job. Keep it up. Because joke — he was like, ‘don't worry, just __nitely all peace and love at the mo 
a sixteen-year old Grade I student stick ‘green tree’ and ‘Christmas 


ment (which you can help spread by 
from Edmonton's Ecole Maurice-La- present’ in the same sentence and 


picking up “Perfect Christmas” at 
vallée is outshining you, with asong you've got a Christmas song!” Megatunes) 


in her heart ~ and she’s staying on _Luckily, she ignored her manager's But when I ask her if there's one 





MY MANAGER MADE A JOKE — HE WAS LIKE 
“DON'T WORRY, JUST STICK ‘GREEN TREE’ AND 
‘CHRISTMAS PRESENT’ IN THE SAME SENTENCE 
AND YOU'VE GOT A CHRISTMAS SONG!” 





top of her finals while she’s at it advice and the result is innocent, thing she wants SEE readers to know, 
Mae Anderson, a fledging chan- lively and overwhelmingly optimis- there's a flash in her eyes — perhaps 

teuse who just released her debut tic. Just what you need during De- _ the steely resolve of her rock n’ roll 

EP Off the Floor in September, has _ cember's dark, crisp nights and just _ side — and she doesn't miss a beat 














channelled her Christmas spirit into what you'd expect from the vivacity “That I’m not going anywhere.” All| Want For Christmas Is My First Big Hit | Mae Anderson hits the scene. PHOTO SUP 
a “Perfect Christmas” — a tune An- of youth. = 
derson wrote and recorded with Ce- Franky, it’s a spirit Anderson radi- a = 





















line Dion's pianist, Yves Frulla, with ates. Wide-eyed and willing, as a mu- 
the intention of raising a little cash _ sician heading into the wicked world | 
for charity during the season. of industry, she has lofty ambitions, 

Its a double shot of Christmas tempered by realistic expectations 
cheer, since not only will the poppy “I think my biggest dream is the whole 
use of tinkling bells warm those cool _ international superstar — that's what | 
cockles, but also, the proceeds from everybody wants,” she says, laughing 
the sale of the jingle single will goto “But really, I just want to be respect- 
Santa's Anonymous and the Edmon- _ ed and somewhat listened to, | don't 
ton Food Bank. want to be one of those one hit won- 

“Lwanted the real values of Christ- ders either, I just want to be happy 
mas, like being together and loving doing what I love to do.” 














Offer includes a damage therapy treatment using 
8 exclusive Bumble and Bumble product line. 


All stylists are New York based trained 
DESIGN GALLERY 


8.8555 11205 JASPER AVENUE EDMONTON AB TSK OLS WWW.LINESANDLEGENDS.COM A BUMBLE AND BUMBLE EXCLUSIVE SALON i 
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MUSIC 

[EDMONTON'S OFFICIAL 
SHERLOCK HOLMES MOVIE) 
|RELEASE P.: ARTY 





MUSIC- THE CITY STREETS - BY TRENT WILKIE (554 words 


The City Streets Get Festive 





AT. DEC. 

JOIN US diag 
THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB’ 
‘on Rice Howard Way 


WIN YOUR WAY IN TO THE 
MORIARTY’S VIP PARTY 


- 





TWO PARTIES. ONE NIGHT. 
* LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
* FOOD & WINE TASTINGS 
* GREAT GIVE AWAYS 
* 40 in, LCD Flat Screen 
* Panasonic Surronnd Sound 





Brewery in Dublin 


Enter to win VIP tickets by’ 
joining our newsletter @ 
edmontonpubs.com or by 
SASSRINE. So JPOGg The Bear 


RED 
CARPET 


DOORS OVEN @ 7PM 





Mi sw Se 


“ Trip for TWO to the Guinness 











beers 
eos Urs 


SUNDAY DECEMBER 27 DJ DOUBLE TIGHTS 


© PINTS $4 


WIN A TRIP FOR 2 TO JASPER’S WINTER PRIDE WEEKEND 


Peru Adventure 


d> 


8 Day Inca Discovery for $1,069 
From Cuzco to Machu Picchu on the Inca Trail 


Follow in the steps of the Inc 
highl | 


from C 


780.492.2756 
780.439.3096 Lin 


TheAdventureTravelCompany.com 


ENTURE TRAVEL 





ON -440R090/4408572 | NC~29127/3479R/34708 | QC-7002230 
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The City Streets | Former Edmonton band back for gig at New City Suburbs. PHOTO SUPPLIED. 


THE CITY STREETS PUT 
SOME HONESTY BACK IN THE 
SEASON, BUT DON’T EXPECT 
ANY CHRISTMAS SONGS. 





THE CITY STREETS 

With Garett Craigs and Whiskey Face, MyroL 

New City Suburbs (10080 Jasper Ave), Dec. 23.8 pm. 
Tickets are available at New City, Megatunes, Blackbyrd 
and Freedoud. 





Get your Christmas pants on be 
cause it's Christmas time! And how 
better is it to celebrate the mernest 
of seasons than with some straight 
up truthfulness, 

“I loved Christmas growing up as 
a kid but it has changed,” 
The City Streets’ bassist Matt Leddy. 
“L have a daughter now so at least I 


explains 


can live it through her, but mostly 
I'm waiting for New Year's. There's a 
lot of expectation attached to Christ 
mas. There are a lot of lonely people 


who are depressed and feel guilty for 
feeling depressed and it's really not 
their fault. It’s that type of pressure 
that I don't like 

I wish that people could be in 
love with each other and happy all 
the time, not just this time of year. 
It seems that the whole thing is a bit 
artificial at times. 

“But, I really love Chnstmas par 
Leddy "There is 


something about people that never 


ties,” continues 
drink becoming the craziest people 
at the parties. They always end up 
going fucking wild and dancing on 
tables and having sex with the office 
staff in the bathroom 

This may sound a bit gloomy, but 
in reality, what Christmas is riss- 
ing is a bit of honesty. So, when The 
City Streets take the stage of The 
New City Suburbs, you can expect 
calibre 


of music. And no, there won't be any 


nothing less than an honest 














Live Music 


L = y 


Friday, December 18th & 
Saturday, December 19th 









Sutton Place Hotel #195, 
10235 101 Street 
780.426.7827 








Christmas songs thank bloody Jesus 


We don't play any Christmas 
songs but I wrote a song about Whyte 
" says Leddy. “It's 
not actually a Christmas song but it’s 
called “Christmas in Town” and it's 
about how it tends to get extremely 
strange on Whyte with all the rig pigs 


coke. Sort of the dark aspect 


Ave on Christmas, 


and the 
of it. What money brings to the city 
it's sort of dark humour,” 

And for Christmas this year] gave 
Mr. 


tions. 


Leddy some. irrelevant ques 


SEE Magazine: What is the weird 
est Christmas Gift you ever got? 
Matt Leddy: 
in high school and it was around 


1 was in a cover band 


Christmas. This girl gave me these 
lyrics that were written out in dif 
you know, cheesy 
14-year-old girl poetry. And then 
she said that she wanted me to make 


ferent colours, 


thern into a song for her. I had never 
met this girl before so it was really 
bizarre. So the next show, she was 
there and we didn't play her song and 
she was upset ... yeah. That's prob 
ably the weirdest gift I ever got 

SEE: If you could give Santa a 
gift, what would you give him 
Leddy: A vegetarian cook book 

SEE: If you could have Christmas 
dinner with two people, who 
would they be? 

Leddy: Joe Strummer and Henry 
Miller. 

SEE: And finally, with a very 
Christmassy question, who 
would you rather fight, Billy Cor- 
gan or Tiger Woods? 

Leddy: Billy Corgan. But he wouldn't 
even be a pleasure to fight, he would 
just cry. He would just say ‘I deserve 
this’ and try to turn it into some po 
etry 

SEE: Oh Billy Corgan 

Leddy: | was hoping you would have 
said Chad Kroeger. 

SEE: That would have been too 
easy. 
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BEYONCE 

1Am_Yours 

(Colusrbia/Sony) 

weet 

Ifyou had forgotten how awesome Beyoncé Is, don’t worry, the powerhouse herself is here with a 

double-tive CD/DVD set, filmed in Las Vegas just to remind you. While she starts the night off with 

smattering of toned down versions of the newer singles, she later marches out the hits in an ex 

tended overview medley. As she reviews her own history, highlighting the tragedies and triumphs, it 

‘seems more than a little self-indulgent. But when the Nostalgia machine lands in 200), that Stevie 

Nicks guitar riff starts to play and Beyoncé explains that she decided to “write a song to celebrate a 

women’s curves and no matter what they said about me, | was bootylicious. You don't believe me? Look it up in the dictionary.” Girl's got 

| @point—she invented her own word! But the thing is, Beyoncé doesn't really need to sing her own praises, just listen to her sing and she'll 

| win your praise. Even if you already own the B discography, | Am. Yours isa worthy addition, if only for the ‘acoustic’ renditions of “Halo.” 
“Sweet Dreams,” the emotional "Resentment," and her dropping into Alanis Morisette’s “You Ought Know." (By the way, her definitian of 


@coustic Is just dropping the pounding club beats, but still.) | don’t buy into the whole Sasha Fierce alt -€g0 thing, but fierce? That she is. 
KATHLEEN BELL 











Graffiti Logic 
(RM) 
tok 


debut album — and decidedly a mixed blessing. 

Excellent playing — his backup band are all superb with the exception of the singer — is not matched by 
the songwriting. Monkman’s tunes, whose style is neither mainstream jazz nor rock. are dangerously close 
towhat we call muzak, the fifth track, Don't Bother, being particularly annoying in its clumsy, unmelodic scansion. 

Happily, there are several true gems there, like Wayne Shorter's Footprints and Monkman's own “How Easy” and "Frankie's Blues”, the 
latter great rock tunes tasting subtly of the early Allman Brothers. 

Monkman is a genius when writing classic rock songs — and he should stick to it 

PIOTR GRELLA-MOZEJKO 





ATREYU 

Congregation of the Damned 

(Holtywood Records) 

wate 

This isa striking CO —when you look at it. The cover, tray card, the booklet as a whole are all designed to 
@ tee. in accordance with what you'd expect from a metalcore band dealing in gore, the undead. violated 
virgins, and so on so forth. 

Everything is, uh,, very fucking tasty. The problems begin when you hit play. Despite the highest level of | 
production—after all, that release was done by Bab Marlette who hammered out tonnes of rock and metal from Alice Cooper to Ozzy, 

| Atreyu's fifth disk sounds manifestly generic 

itis neither melodic enough nor brutal enough. Musically, it offers a miasma of mostly tired cliches, leaving one ‘gasping for something 
unadulterated, like Iron Maiden. Mediocre stuff at best. | 
ERIN Q. JOHANSSON 





HOCKEY 


“This is small town music, this is big town music.” wails Hockey's Ben Grubin in a Dylan-esque drawl on 
“Song Away.” He goes on to claim the tune is also “believe me music, forgot me music, prediction music, 
novelty music, success music and a plethore of other ‘kinds’ of music.” Mind Chaos, \s certainly all those 
things, but note that none of these descriptors involves a genre. That's because any mention of any single 
genre would simplify the album to the point of perversion — there Is way too much happening here. Mind Chaos is, in fact. a kind of 
controlled sonic chaos. It's as dancey as any DJ track, as raucous as your fave punk 7” and as cool as an indie offering. There are also hints | 
of folky harmonica, a few bitchin’ guitar solos some mediocre rap and even moments of ecstatic gospel. should note that Grubin doesn’t | 
always go for the Dylan intonation. His vocals range from chesty howls to bouncing twang and a lot of screeching in between. The whole 








effect is actually super fun. 
KATHLEEN BELL 
50 CENT 
Before | Self Destruct 
(Interscope) 
wees | 


It’s an album, it’s a movie, and it's a movie within an album. Before / Self Destruct is 50 Cent’s (Curtis 
Jackson) double headed release. The movie: The story of an ex street baller who tums to a life of survival 
because of a knee injury. The album: The sound track to a movie about an ex street baller _ you see where 
I'm going, Aside from a couple of interesting cameos on the album, it’s a bit medio-core_| was expecting 
to dislike the movie and sort of like the album. “Psycho” featuring Eminem s a bit of a yawner, “Baby by Me” Is again, something that is 
Polished, well produced, has rich beats but is a functionally empty, Before | Self Destruct is like buying a salad at McDonalds, It has good 
intentions, a nice little surprise of flavour, but in the end, all you wanted |s a Big Mac. 

TRENT WILKIE 
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| LISTEN: BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
| YEASAYER 


ONE BLOOD 

Despite the hope One Blood’s historical 
Context might be a mudslide rolling in and 
warming us up at the end of a terrible win: 
ter, its momentum wouldn't be stopped. 
Like Animal Collective at this 
very point last year, Yeasayer 
has the dubious honour of 
having their new album 
making wide rounds before 
the Brooklyn band wanted 

it to, cyber-leaking onto an 
Internet so porous you couldn't 
keep cattle from sauntering 
through it 

The work continues a scribbly wave of child: 
like indie disco which sounds at times like 
Boy George's GameBoy, breathless Depeche 
Mode and the hop-pier moments of Wolf 
Parade, dance music made forplaces other 
than pick-up barns with metal detectors. 

It's too freaky to be pulled out in the cocaine 
clubs, anyway ~ the beats are almost 
satirical, pillowed at the edges with sax on, 
Mondegreen, then gooped up with synth on 
the more thumping Rome. The lyrics of both 
beatbox songs seem to be about the inevi: 
tability of nailing a certain someone 

As interesting as the rabbit- 
heart-synchronized numbers 
are, they seem to come less 
naturally than the weirder, 
slower, New Romantic shit, 
layered so deep It's going 

to take years to hear every 
marimba, Bee Gees chorus, 
French hom, Moody Blues bridge, 

exhaling accordion and Doctor Who alien 
death rattle. This just might be the most 
post-rodem thing I've ever listened to, 
actually. Yet if! strip down each familiar 
piece — here's a Polyphonic Spree choral 
buildup, there's a Xorgax mothership flying, 
over a People’s Republic harmony —is there 
anything left undemeath but vague pencil 





| lines? ts It pointless to care if there isn't? 


wk 


DEVANEY’S IRI 


Live 








MUSIC 


PETSHOP BOYS 

PET SHOP BOYS CHRISTMAS 

Speaking of which, 1o quote the old adage down at the 

docks: “What's gayer than Chvistmas?” 

How about the Pet Shoo Boys on Christmas day? Singing 

naked? OK. let's take back naked 

This mosiy, disCorhestal album might 

be this year’s Jingle Cats, but | do like 
haw pissy its, calling love “easy and 
predictable” or setting this maudlin 
scene: “Families fighting around the 
frosty tree, nothing on the TV that 
you want to see _ now it’s all about 

shopping and how much things cost” 

Oh England 

Aftes @ couple stabs in St. Nick's eye, the EP tums into an 

aral-cptional sex rave, which includes more references to 

watching TV. 

Don’t these B-B-Heaver Boys know about the internet 

yet? No matter. 

eee 


OLD SCHOOL 


NAT KING COLE 
MERRY CHRISTMAS [1961] 
!fyou think the market is fat with Christmas 
these days, consider “The Christmas Song” 
was recorded by Nat King Cole in no less 
than four incarnations starting 
in 1946, 
This last, stereo and 
orchestral take is considered 
definitive, but each of these 
scratchy old LP songs —"O 
Holy Night”, “The First Noel” 
and so on— are just as beautiful 
as Vince Guaraldi's jazzy Charlie 
Brown score which came outijust a few years 
later. 
Why ts “The Christmas Song” so beautiful? 
think its sedative power is the key. 
More than any other song, this is the one 
that makes me give up the hate for just a 
few moments 2 year, though all that trypto- 
phan in the turkey certainly contributes. 
Oh, and being drunk for two weeks straight 
tee 


H PUB‘ 


Scursavestcetoae 


December 18th & 19th 


JESSE D 


December 21st 
SCOTT COOK 


Roarin’ 20's" New Year's Fve Party 


t Devaney’s Irish Pub - 


lore clei tell ccleattal 


Sonqwrite 


Might, every Monday 
¥ Wednesd 


elti¢ Music, every Sunday 


ATolsslelaicelal ert com 
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COMMENTARY - AROUND TOWN 1642 warts 


Lund Me A Tenor 


‘ea : 


WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
ALBERTA'S PET MUSICIAN 
GETS A GREEN LIGHT WITH THE 
OILERS, AND FISH'S GUIDE TO 
AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE 





It's a solid week of fresh accomplish 
ments for Corb Lund by any reason- 
able standard. Getting a 4/5 in the 
London Times for an album about 
long-distance Canadian angst and 
rural veterinarian humour would 
probably be good enough for you 


name-dropping Gretz and Rod Phil- 
lips, widening outward into a loose 
enough narrative to stay applicable 
in years to come as the team contin 
ues to shuffle its lineup seasonally. 
Nothing about blowing a lead in the 
third or spending to the salary cap, 
dropping four mil on a star player 
no one likes in an inarguably weak 
team, but hey — no use getting too 
nasty in a booster anthem, eh. Eat 
your heart out, Stompin’ Tom! Even 
if you're not a hockey fan, you might 
want to "head to the pub and check 
out the 7:30 p.m. start of Thursday's 
pay-per-view game as Corby put a lot 
of work into it, before all the excru- 
ciatingly tedious “exclusive content” 
kicks in. 

Lund, who was also interviewed on 
the much more scintillating NRP at 


a dance floor on the planet, yes, in- 
cluding here. First and foremost, do 
not, as a stagnant audience member, 
think you have any right to fuck with 
anyone's enthusiasm for, or proxim- 
ity to, a band. 

In other words, if someone is sud- 
denly standing in front of you as you 
sit on your ass, just move closer to 
the band. It's very easy. If someone 
is talking near you at the back of the 


room and you don't like it, just move 


closer to the band. Oddly enough, 
bands actually like this, too, and 
aren't afterwards heard mumbling 
“why is this city so fucking dead?” 
Remember: you're not watching a 
fucking movie, you're in a live venue, 
where people can and should dance 
and have fun. If you don't like this, 
please go home and watch your 3D 








and me to feather our rainbow jazz 
caps with, but Lund’s also singing the 
national anthem at the Oilers game 
Thursday. If you love patriotism, it's 
gonna be a good one 

What's more, since the beginning 
of 2009, he’s been bugging Oilers 
management to roll with a reworked 
version of “Roughest Neck Around,” 
which as a project he considers to be 
a craftsmanship challenge over pure 
art, getting just the right beats to 
resonate with the cross-eyed legions 
(my words, not his). But as a faith 
ful fan of the team since the ol’ days 
when we all gave a shit about the Oil 
ers, Lund wanted to be part of the 
team's history in some tiny way. And 
now it's a go. 

The version he sent over was fun, 


the end of November, will be repre- 
senting our province with song and 
Prairie tallness during the Olympics 
at the $6.6-million Alberta House 
venue, along with Calgary's Leslie 
Feist and the Alberta Ballet. Hopeful 
ly all performing the same number 
at the same time? Yeah, ok; maybe 
not 

ManRayGun'’s CD release party 
was one-of a few rockers this week 
on Hoth, though as at the Carolyn 
Mark show there was a little fric- 
tion in the crowd between the warm 
blooded and the dinosaurs. | can't 
believe this fucking city has been so 
infected with the “blue tarp rights” 
ideology, so I’m going to lay down 
a few rules about seeing shows in 
venues that applies to any bar with 


Soul Asylum DVD. 

There are of course exceptions. If 
your legs are broken or you're two 
feet tall or something, a polite request 
for sight lines is perfectly reasonable. 
Oh, as well, molesting passed out 
barfing girls at a Molestics gig is not 
cool, either, which is why you got so 
beat up about it 

On a happier parting note, please 
enjoy something hilarious as we 
leave today, one of the best fads of 
the year. Go to YouTube and type in 
“Creed Shreds.” If you haven't seen 
these insulting but beautifully-timed 
mockeries of human performance 
yet, the Santana one is even more 
breathtakingly evil — terrible, sloppy, 
overdubbed music playing visually 
note-for-note over existing videos. 


MUSIC ROCK FOR CHANGE - BY CURTIS WRIGHT | 604 words 


Raising Hopes 


| PROJECT HOPE WILL CHANGE 
| LIVES IN NICARAGUA, AND 
LOCAL BANDS ARE DOING 


| THEIR PART TO RAISE MONEY 





APROJECT HOPE FUNDRAISER 

| Featuring: the Michael lames Band, the Whiskey Wagon, 
Feast or Famine Alexander Chemist 

|  ThePawnShop (10549-82 Ave ) Dec. 178 pun, 

Tickets are $10 in advance (through ProjectHope@iMacEwan. 

(a), Sat the door 





| Perhaps when you think of an 
equatorial country like Nicaragua, 
you immediately think of a tropical 
| climate. Certainly, Nicaragua might 
enjoy a much more enticing climate 
than we do in Edmonton, but the 
country is one of the poorest in the 
Americas — upwards of 80 per cent 
of the population live on less per day 
than we spend on a litre of gas. 
Under the banner of Project Hope, 
12 eager and benevolent students 
from University 
spend May, 2010, enhancing the 
educational system in the Bosawas 
| Biosphere in Northern Nicaragua. In 
| acountry where education is already 
| extremely inadequate, the isolated 
| areas are affected to a much higher 


MacEwan will 


degree. Only 19 per cent of children 
in the Bosawas region finish even 


primary education. 

“We've all been given so much and 
this project is a way to give some 
thing back,” says Project Hope mem. 
ber, Jolene Milan. “I think that’s 
what we should all strive to do on 


| some level. The kids we're building 
this school for don’t have the same 
kind of luxuries we take for granted 
here.” Group member, Trish Kizicka 


adds, “Our project is their ticket to a 
| better life.” 

In the end, it all comes full cirele in 
| a sense Kaitrin Doll, 22006 Project 


Hope member, remembers the im- 
pact her trip in 2006 made for her. 
Doll understands her contributions 
helped facilitate change in Nicara~ 
gua, and now utilizes the things she 
learned there for the benefit of her 
local community. 

‘It was one of the defining mo- 
ments for my career — after Project 
Hope | knew I wanted to go into so 
cial work. The trip really challenged 
me to look at my own life and the 
values that I hold, and how you want 
to reflect that in your career and 
lifestyle into the future,” says Doll 
“The whole experience was pretty 
incredible for us all. Like myself, 1 
know a lot of people in the project 
have taken a lot from it and carried 
the activism into their lives,” 

Although the efforts made by the 
volunteers of Project Hope will un- 
doubtedly transform the lives of 
children of Nicaragua exponentially; 
the development has very high costs. 
The Project Hope team plans on 
raising $80,000 before it departs in 
May, 2010 — an unfathomable figure 
for students to grasp, no doubt, but 
something that is well within their 
sights 

Doll's band, The Whiskey Wagon. 
will be one of four groups playing as 
part of the Project Hope fundraiser. 
Using music as a form of activism 
and awareness is an:ineredibly pow- 
erful tool, all groups performing as 
part of the fundraiser agree on that 
Michael James, of the Michael James 
Band, also has a vast appreciation for 
the project and the goals it aims to 
achieve. 

“Playing the show is a chance to 
contribute to the group and to the 
region in a positive way,” says James. 
“We're not directly putting up a wall 
in a school, but the seed is planted.” 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


—\with love from — 


The C 
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DANNY HACKSAW’S 
PUB N GRU 


ltimate Ce 


1503 Lakewood Road 
89 st & 2Bave 


(780) 469-4433 


Play some Pool, Darts, 
Pinball or just Hang Out 


SERIOUSLY YOU CAN'T 


~S 


BEAT OUR MEAT! 


‘Steaks are Cut Fresh Every Day 


Having a Function? 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Holiday Parties, 
We take care of everything No Fuss, No Mess i 


NEW YEAR’S PARTY!! 
Live Band “CHILL FACTOR” 


Door Prizes / Champagne / Favours 
After Midnight “APPY HOUR 


Only $10.00 
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CALL BRYAN AT 780.7 ie 
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(AINMENT ano BELVEDERE 


PRESET! 


SERVICE AVAI 


BRYAN@THEBANKULTRALOUNGE COM FOR RESERVATION: V E al y i 
,5\\ Se 
<n RETRO DANCE LOUNGE 


10470 Jasper Avenue / 780-428-8655 
www.vinylretrolounge.com 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS NEW YE e) 
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MUSIC 

THURSDAY CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE. 10755 | Horton. 6m. (GOBBLE GOBBLE AVENMORE COMMUNITY HALL, 7902-73 
LUSPERAVE Local house and international pest ls. BEN STEVENSON THE ARTERY, 9535 ASPERAVE. 7pm. | AVE. WithMark Templeton, and Beneath These Ile Tides. 

Music DJ ALEIOC BROWN AND EDDIE TOONFLASH PLAY NIGHT | THECANYON ROSE OUTFIT DRUCX BAR GRILL 730m, 

ASLANDGRLS ORY CIE, RBO4-IVST 730m Teer: | CUELNZZN3ST. 10030-102 ST ‘SALVATION ARMY'S FESTIVAL OF CAROLS WINSPEAR 

ceateabeniaen [DJARROW CHASER BUDOY'SPUE,I728 JASPERAVE.. | CHRISTINA SCHMOLKE SORRENTINO, 4208 CALGARY | CENTRE 9720-102 AVE 7pm. 

AUGITLY CASSIALORISTUASHISFE CENTRE. | A vanes mB MOGRL,sme-90AE | FAMILYOFRISTUASCONCERT SPEER, —_| 

720-102 AVE Presented by the Edmanton Symphony 

ae DIPAPIANDDILATIN SENSATION AZUCARPICANTE, | 970-102 AVE Presented bythe Edmonton Syphon sina petting Sle haa na 

nage stvhnapstere aly aod DISEXIXY BOUTS ue M6 Pa TOO STALE ROMO 2S. at Ast? peteptdnas 

AVE With Whiskey Wagon, Fast or Famine and Michael at 

pein is | BUSHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS, IT40 JASPER AVE Guys, and guests. SOUL SUNDIYS BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAM LEVEZ) 

DISTANT HORIZON ATLANTICTRAP ANDGILL 704-104sr. | DESTROY ROCK & ROLL HALO 10538.ASPER AVE | AIR OF THE DOG BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (Main LeveL), | 10425 WHYTEAVE. Wit Ol Zyppy 

A LGHTLY CLASSICAL CHRISTMAS WASPEUR CENTRE, | EZZIESFREAKIN FRENZY FRIDAYS ESMERALDA, 190. | 10425 WHYTEAVE ve acust pum | MONDAY 


9720-102 AVE. Presented by the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra. 8 p.m. 

‘SHAWN BERNARD GAS PUMP NIGHTCLUB & BAR, 1016-114 
ST. With Nkt-Loutse & Tactika, 306 Lyricists, and Dngs of 
Was. 8 pam. 


DIRTY PRETTY CHRISTMAS PARTY DIRTY PRETTY, 
am1H405ST. 9pm. 

J BOBBY BEATZ BUOY PUB 17258 JASPER AVE. 

DJ GUNDAM BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL) 10425 
WHYTEAVE, 

EAZY DUZ IT THURSDAYS THE COMMON, 1026-124 ST. 
With fs Shortee and Sonny Grimezz 

GONG SHOW BINGO FILTHY MCNASTY'S,105TIA WHYTE 
AVE HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL-2:LOUNE, 1607 
SPER AVE. 

RUMP SHAKIN’ THURSDAYS WUNDEREAR HOFBRAU: 
HAUS, 8120-10157. With Dd Thermas. 

SIM THURSDAYS LUCY 13, 10551+82 AVE. With O) Mike 
Tomas. 

SURELY TEMPLE THURSDAYS TEMPLE 10030-102 ST. 
Doors at 9pm 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #176, 957-F18 ST. 
With Dd Kenn Kx 

THIRSTY THURSDAYS FLUID LOUNGE. 1010-109. 4 pm. 
TIGHT JAMS THURSDAYS BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL)10425 WHYTE AVE: With Mike: and Brosnake. 
TOPWISE SOUNDSYSTEM BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
(LOWER LEVEL) 10425 WHYTE AVE. 

URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE. 
5505-116 AVE 


FRIDAY 


‘AFI SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE, 9797 JASPER AVE. With, 
(Cage the Elephant, and Melissa Aut De Maui 

ANNA BEAUMONT JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR, 9640-142 
Tt. 

‘ABIG BAND CHRISTMAS HORIZON STAGE, 1001 (ALAHOO 
RO, SPRUCE GROVE Colin MacLean and singer Shelley Jones. 
730 pum Inf 962-8995, 

BRETT KISSEL CHRISTMAS CONCERT DOW CENTENNIAL 
CENTRE, 8700-84 ST, FORT SASKATCHEWAN 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets: www.ticketmasterca. 

CHRISTINE LEDIG RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD OR. & WINTERBURN RO, ENOCH 
CHRISTMAS BUREAU CAROL SINGALONG WINSPEAR 
CENTRE, 9720-102 AVET2 pm. 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY JAM THE ARTERY, 9535 JASPER AVE 
6pm Info: theartery.a. 

GREG ZAWASKI CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE, 
351-118 AVE7-30 pm. 

HEADWIND JEXYLL & HYDE PUB, 10209-100 AVE. 9 p.m. 
THE IDES OF RUIN AVENUE THEATRE, 9030-118 AVE With 
Hostile Hero, and Days Alone 6 pn. 





{YON LAJOIE MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE STUDENT'S UNION | 


‘BUILDING, U OF A Doors at 630 pum. 

IVE MUSIC STEEPS (OLD GLENORA), 12411 STONY PLAIN 
RD. Doors at 8:30 pm. 

MAE ANDERSON WEST EDMONTON MALL Performance at 
HMV's Newcap Stage 6:30 pum. 

MISTER LUCKY HILL TOP PUB, 2220-106 AVE. 9 p.in, 
POP ECHO’S STH BIRTHDAY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 
JASPER AVE. With Outrloor Miners, Heat-Ray, Jazz. and DJ 
Roland Pemberton. 7 pn. 

‘THE SKYLIFE STARLITE ROOM, 1030-102 ST. CD release, 
with guests. 9pm. 


4 PLAY FRIDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116, 957-F1R ST. With D) 
Immbo Austin. 

AN-TEN-NAE BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030-02 ST. With The 
Protégé, Wadjit, Soundfactor, and Pacific M.0. 9 pum. 
BEER FEST FRIDAYS LUCKY [2 10551-82 AVE. 
(CLASSIXX NEW CITY, 10087 JASPER AVE. With dBz & kG2, 
‘Animaur, and Kreeyate. 





KINGSWAY AVE. 

FIRE ON ICE PARTY EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, 8882-70 
ST9pm 

FLOSSIN" FRIDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE, 5505-118 AVE. 
With Bomb Squad, and 0) Solja. 

FLUID FRIDAYS FLUID LOUNGE, 10105-109 ST. With 0) Tony: 
Sanchez. 4 p.m. 
FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM (WEM) 

FREE AND FRESH FRIDAYS BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (TOP 
LEVEL) 10425 WHYTE AVE. With Marc it Fresh & Free the DI. 
HYPNOTIQ FRIDAYS LEVEL-2-LOUNGE, NI607JASPERAVE. | 
INFINITY IS SO REPETITIVE TEMPLE, 10030-102 ST. With, 
(pt Moleman, and Wub Deez. 9 p.m. 

LADIES NIGHT ALTHY MONASTY'S, 1OSIIA WHYTE AVE. 
LAUNCH PARTY FLUID LOUNGE, 10105-109 ST. 8 pum. Info 


423-0700. 

MIND FUNK FRIDAYS TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS, 1018-105 
ST. Doorsat 2am. 

MOVIN’ ON UP FRIDAYS RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 
With DJ Gatto, and O) Mega Wattson. 
OVERTIME SOUTH OVERTIME SOUTH, 160-4211 106 ST. 
With DJ Mikee.9 p.m. 

PEOPLE'S DJ STOLLI'S, #201, 10368 WHYTE AVE. 
PLATINUM VIP FRIDAYS CHROME LOUNGE, 104-550 
(CLAREVIEW RO. 

RED CARPET PARTY PAWN SHOP, 2ND FL. 10551-82 
AVE.With DJ Tron, Optimix Prime, Miyuru Femando, and 
ShyD. Spm 

‘SERFIX AZIMUTH THEATRE, 1315-106 AVE. With Philip | 
Didkau, and Honer. 

‘SEXY FRIDAY 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 AVE. 

‘SOLICE FRIDAYS ROUGE LOUNGE, 1011-117 ST. 
‘SUNGLASSES AT NIGHT THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE, 10765 
JASPERAVE 8 p.m. 

‘SWEATBOX THE COMMON, 10124-124 ST. Every third Friday 
of the month. 9 pum. 


SATURDAY 


STH VEGAS PAWN SHOP 2NDFLIOSSHAZAVE. With =| 
Fenix Foundation, and Rhodes. pum. 

AVENUE THEATRE BENEFIT SHOW AVENUE THEATRE, 
9030-118 AVE. With Messages Via Carie Pigeon, In the Midst | 
ofa Murder, As Bold As Lions. Capture the Hills andLast | 








JUBILOSO! BELLS OF CONCORDIA CONCORDIA COL- 
LEGE 7128 ADA BLVD. Cheistmas concert. Tickets: www. 


‘theonthesquaresa_ 

‘THE MCGOWAN FAMILY BAND HILL TOP PUB, 8220-106 
AVE Spm. 

‘SAMANTHA KING RIVER CREE RESORT AND CASINO, 
WHITEMUD DR. & WINTERBURN RO, ENOCH 
WINTERSONG MCDOUGAL! UNITED CHURCH, 10025-107 
ST. Presented by Kokopelll. 2 pum. and 7 p.m. Tickets: www. 
tixonthesquare ca. 


| DANCE HALL REGGAE NIGHT 180 DEGREES, 10730-107 


AVE With Generation IVEXOC Doors at 10 p.m. Info: 
44023. 

‘DJ HOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 

DU SEXXXY BOOTS BAR, 10242106 ST. 

DJ SHER! NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108-90 AVE. 
DISCO NIGHT THE COMMON, 10124-126 ST. With Mik 7 & 
Jayde Jayce, All Out 0j's, and Dane Gretzky. 9 pum. 
JUNIOR BROWN & CURTIS SANTIAGO HALO, 10538 
JASPER AVE 9 pum. 

LADIES NIGHT FILTHY MCNASTYSS IOSTIA WHYTE AVE. 
LADY LUCK SATURDAYS LUCKY 13, 10551-82 AVE. 


| THE MENACE SESSIONS BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN 


LLEVEL)I0425 WHYTE AVE. 
(OH SNAP! TEMPLE, 1030-102 ST. With Ana sia, Degree, and 


| Battery. 9pm. 


SATURDAY SUCKS NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE Featuring 
‘Gapital City Burlesque. 

‘SO SWEET SATURDAYS ENCORE CLUB, #116.957-FIR ST. 
With 0) Love Jones. 

‘SOCIAL SATURDAYS FLUID LOUNGE, 10105-109 ST. With 
OKA 6pm 

‘SOUND IT UP! BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL), 10425 
WHYTE AVE With DJ Sonny Grirmezz. 


SUNDAY 


ACELTIC HARP STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY, #7, SIR 
WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 2 p.m. 

CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 
AVE Hosted try Keri-Lynn Zwicker. Doors at 4 pum. 

DON BERNER BLUE PEAR, 10643-123 ST. Show at 6:30 p.m. 


Turn’ maybe attending’ 


et: 


“Pm flying in. 
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| PARTY BLACK 006 FREEHOUSE (MAIN LEVEL), 10425 


| LEVEL), 10425 WHYTE AVE With Di Blue Jay. 


| 








THE BLACK DOG CUSTOMER APPRECIATION X-MAS =| 


WHYTE AVE. p.m. 
BLUE JAY'S MESSY NEST BLACK DOG FREENOUSE (MAIN 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY’S PUB, 117258 JASPER AVE. 
INDUSTRIAL MONDAYS LUCKY 13, 10551-82 AVE. With DJ 
Chad Cook. 

METAL MONDAYS FILTHY MCNASTY'S, 1OSTIA WHYTE AVE 


TUESDAY 
Live Music 
LIVE ACOUSTIC THE HAT, 10251 JASPER AVE Doors at 9 pm. 


TROUBADOUR TUESDAYS BRIAX BAR & GRILL, 10030-102 
TE9pm. 


DU ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S PUB. 11725B JASPER AVE. 
‘DUHOT PHILLY RED STAR, 10538 JASPER AVE. 

(DU. XADLIN & JAE MAZE CROWN PUB. 10709-109 ST.10 p.m. | 
‘EDDIE LUNCHPAIL BLACK D06 FREEHOUSE (MAIN LEVEL), 
10425 WHYTE AVE 

‘TURBO TUESDAYS FILTHY MONASTY’S, JOSTIA WHYTE AVE 


WEDNESDAY 


‘THE CITY STREETS NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE With 
Myrol, and Whiskey Face. 

DON BERNER COPPER POT, #101, 9707-N0 ST. 6 p.m. Info: 
452-7800. 

JAZZ & SHIRAZ WEDNESDAYS RED PIANO CAJUN BISTRO 
‘4 DUELING PLANO BAR (WEM) Hosted by Dave Babcock and | 
his Jump Tria. 





BEAT PARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/'S, 6201, 10368 
WHYTE AVE 

[DU SPIDER THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE. 10765 JASPER AVE. 
With guests. 9 pm. 

(GUEST Di RED STAR 10538 JASPER AVE. 

PINT NIGHT FILTHY MCNASTY'S, IOSTIA WHYTE AVE. 
RETROACTIVE RADIO BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (MAIN 
LEVEL), 10425 WHYTE AVE. 
‘SDUL/BREAKS BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE (TOP LEVEL), 
10425 WHYTE AVE. With Dr.Erick. 

‘TREEHAUS WEDNESDAYS THE COMMON, 10124-126 ST. 
WHATEVER WEDNESDAYS FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 
STr4pm. 

WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS BRUCX BAR & GRILL 10030- 
102 ST. 


Ongoing 


ACOUSTAHOLICS ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL, 7704-104 ST. 
DETIB-I9 
CELEBRATE THE SEASON CHOIRS LEGISLATURE 
GROUNDS, 107 ST-97 AVE. TO DEC 23 Performances at 12 xm, 
Tpum.and 8 p.m. during weekdays. 7pm. and 8 p.m. during 
weekends. Info: www.assembly.ab.ca. 

DERINA HARVEY DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB, 9013-88 AVE 
DEC 16-19 

DUANE ALLEN SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB (DOWNTOWN), 
10012-101A AVE. TO DEC 18 

‘THE EMERALDS CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RO. DEC 


| 19-20 nfo: 463-9467 


JIMMY WHIFFEN ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL. 7704-104 ST. 
DEC20-2 

ROTTEN DAN AND BOOGIE CONTROL BLUES ON WHYTE, 
10329 WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 19 

‘SINGING CHRISTMAS TREE JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, I14S5- 
7 AVE. DEC 16-20 Friday at 7 pm. Saturday at 4pm, and7 
pum. Sunday at 4 pum. Tickets: www. ticketmaster.ca. 
‘SUITE 33 YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464-153 ST. DEC 19-20 





agenda | 


complete listings seemagazine.com 


Info: 424-9467. 
AVERY MERRY POPS WINSPEAR CENTRE. 9720-102 AVE. 
‘DEC 18-19 Presented by the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra. 


Spm. 
‘THE VINICATORS BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 
DEC2-26 


END OF EXAM CELEBRATION DIRTY PRETTY, 8111-105 ST. 
DEC 18-99 p.m. 


OPEN STAGE 


| THURSDAY 


| CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 MILLBOURNE RO. 6 


pam Ino: 462-6565, 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 52 CALGARY TR. Doors 
at7pm. 


| DUELING PIANO SHOWS IVORY CLUB 10304-111 ST. Every 


Thu8pm, Frid Sat9pm 

V6 6307-99 ST. info: 760-0077. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 157204 STONY PLAIN RD. 6:30 p.m. 
HERE COME THE ZDOMERS CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS 
(COFFEE HOUSE, 9351-118 AVE. 1 p.m. info: 752-4867. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 ST. Bm. 

J& RGRILL & BAR 4003-106 ST. Doors at 9 pum. 
JAMMERS PUB 1194-127 AVE. 7 pum. 

LBS PUB #710, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 9 p.m. 
LIVE WIRE BAR 1107 KNOTTWOOD RO. Info: 4502418, 


FRIDAY 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 552 CALGARY TR. Doors 
arg) 

DUELING PANO SHOWS ORY CLE 10304-I11 ST. Every 
Thw8 pm, fia Sat 9pm. 


SATURDAY 

BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 WHYTE AVE Doors at 4 jum. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 935)-116 AVE Music and 
‘poetry open mic. Doors at? p.m. 

COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 557 CALGARY TR. Doors 
ata 

CROWN PUB 10709-109 ST. 2 p.m. Info: 428-5618. 
DUELING PLANO SHOWS /VORY CLUB, 10304-I11ST. Every 
Thu8pm, Fi& Sat9pm. 

LB'S PUB #110, 23 AKINS DR, ST. ALBERT Doors at 430 pum. 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 10118-79 ST. Doors at7 pum. 


| SUNDAY 


(BEER HUNTERS 386 ST. ALBERT RD, ST ALBERT 

EDDIE SHORTS /0713-126 ST, Doors at 9 pm. 
HULBERT’S 7601-115 ST. Doors at 7 pum. 

LIKWID LOUNGE 1008) JASPER AVE Doors at 9 p.m. 
(NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108-90 AVE Doors at 3 pun. 


| EW CITY IO081 JASPER AVE. Doors at9 pm. 


O'BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 10616 WHYTE AVE. Doors at 9 p.m. 

ORLANDO'S 2 PUB & GRILL £2, 13509-127 ST. Doors at 

3pm 

SONGWRITER'S STAGE HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE, 
| 10209-100 AVE. 7 p.m. 


MONDAY 

| DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 AVE Doors at 8 pum. 

IVORY CLUB IVORY CLUB, 10304-11 ST. Doors at 8 pum. 

ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 10TI-I7 ST. Doors at pum. 


= 
TUESDAY 

AMMARS MOOSEHEAD TUESDAY LB’S PUB, #110, 23 
‘AKINS DR, ST, ALBERT 9 pum. 

THE DRUID/I606 JASPER AVE Doors at9 p.m.LB'S 
PUB#/10, 23 AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT, ABS pum SIDELINER’S 
PUB/IOI8-1Z7 ST. Doors at 8 pm SPORTSMAN'S 
LOUNGESI70-50 ST. Doors at 8 pm. 

‘STEEPS (OLD GLENORA) 12471 STONY PLAIN RO. Doors 
at730 pm. 

‘TAP HOUSE 9020 MCKENNY AVE. ST. ALBERT Acoustic open 
stage. 9pm. 


WEDNESDAY 
EDDIE SHORTS 107-124 ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 

| HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB ISIZ0A STONY PLAIN RD. 7:30 pm. 
IVORY CLUB 10304-111 ST, Open Di night. 9 pm. 
LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE FIDOLER’S ROOST, 6906-99 
ST.Doors at 8 pum. 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 AVE. 
Acoustic bluegrass only. Doors at 7:30 p.m. 
‘SECOND CUP 12336-102 ST. Doors at 8 pum. 
WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 8120-101 ST. 


10442 whyte ave 439.1273 





www.blackbyrd.ca 
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FILM REVIEW -BIOPIC - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON 1326 wort 


FREEMAN IS SO PRETERNATURALLY SUITED 


MAKE THE SAME CALL SHOULD BE 


Invictis Follows The Biopic Playbook 


MORGAN FREEMAN AS MANDELA 
SURELY THE EASIEST CASTING 
DECISION OF THE YEAR 





INviCTUS 

Staning Morgan Freeman, Matt Daron, Directed by Clint Eastwood. 
Now playing. 

write 





Was it really only three months ago that Matt 
Damon lumbered into our hearts as the doughy, 
moustachioed whistle-blower in Steven Soder 
bergh's The Informant!? His many charms on 
display in that film — the Midwest chuckle, the 
lively, tail-chasing interior monologue — are 
nowhere to be found in Clint Eastwood's rigid 
biopic Invictus. Instead we have a meaty South 
African rugby captain named Francois Pienaar 
He's really good at chin-ups and doesn't seem 
to process more than one thought at a time 

And how long has it been since Morgan Free 
man won us over with his endless reserves of 
gentle warmth in ... well, every single role of 
his career, ever? It's to Eastwood's credit that 
he casts him to play the presidential Nelson 
Mandela, but only slightly: Freeman is so pre 
ternaturally suited to the part that any cast 
ing director who wouldn't make the same call 
should be fired immediately 

The story of these two men’s paths overlap. 
ping is at heart about bringing a troubled na 
tion together through sport. The film’s opening 
scene sets this up compactly, as a motorcade 
carrying the just-freed Mandela passes by two 
very different crowds: a group of dirt-poor 
black children, who cheer, and a team of posh 
white rugby players, who grimace. The black 
kids stand barefoot on a dusty soccer pitch; 
the white men wear cleats and stand on bright 
green, freshly mown grass. Apartheid is dead, 
but only in theory. Mandela knows it, too. So 
he conceives a pet project: to send the country’s 
B-grade Springboks to a World Cup of rugby 
victory, thus making the country forget its knot 
of problems, if only for a moment 

It is indeed a fairy tale ascent, full of bucked 
odds and motivational locker room pep talks 
But since the film version is put through the 





TO THE PART THAT ANY CASTING DIRECTOR WHO WOULDN'T 





Wice Shirt, Mr. Mandela | Damon and Freeman help save South Africa, according to Clint Eastwood. anyway. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


most generic biopic machine imaginable, In 
victus comes out blandly regal, didactic, and 
devoid of any real personality 

Among its most troubling implications is 
that, if we're to believe Anthony Peckham’s 
screenplay (as adapted from a book of non 
fiction by John Carlin), Mandela is almost 
comically incompetent as a world leader. Every 
chance this guy gets he's interrupting cabinet 
meetings to flip on the TV and c 





eck the lat- 
est World Cup scores, or travelling via helicop 
ter just to interrupt a Springboks practice and 
shake everyone's hand. Who's got time to sta 


bilize the currency? These quarterfinals charts 
won't draw themselves 
Much of the film is shown from the per 


spective of Mandela's security force, which is 





grudgingly made up of both loyal ANC follow 
ers and converted Afrikaners. But surveillance 
is clearly not on Eastwood's mind. There don't 
appear to be any real threats on Mandela’s life 
- this seems a particularly dubious claim — 
and the camera often glosses right over even 
the essential details. For example, when filming 
a rugby match, you probably shouldn't forget 
to show us whether the drop goals are good 


There are a few bright spots. Freeman 


really is good as Mandela, and when East- 
wood drops the sombreness and indulges in a 
joke, it's usually quite funny. But the unin 
tentional laughs far outnumber the intended 
ones. Even the actual rugby scenes leave 
something to be desired Half of the time 
they're shot kinetically, as if the camera is 
another ball being tossed around, and half in 
grotesque slow motion, full of thwacks and fly 
ing gobs of sweat. If it were up to me, there'd 
be less Rudy in the mix — and more Rock ‘Em 
Sock ‘Em 











It Should Have Ended With The Helicopter Crash | Tom Hanks and Ayelet 2urer battle evil in Angels and 


Demons. PHOTO SUPPLIED. 
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DVD DICTATOR - THESE ARE THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 


CAST | Tom Hanks, Ewan McGregor 


I'm usually not a fan of religiotainment. | 
always feel like it’s still trying to sell me or 
my soul something. So, it would seem that | 
would like Angels and Demons because it Is 


focused on the story and uses the religion as | 


a mechanism, but it was still lacking. Now, | 
could make about 30 church based meta- 
hors about what | was expecting the movie 
tobe, but nobody wants to read a review of a 
movie based on a book based on a sexy nun 
joke. 

Sa, going solely on the movie itself, Angels 
and Demons should have ended with the he- 


CAST | Brad Pitt, Christopher Waltz 


{sit too much to ask for Quentin Tarantino to 
Stop reading my diary? Seriously, every page 
init starts with “Brad Pitt doing a bad Italian 
accent at a party that Hitler is attending.” | 
feel violated. 

Thank baby Jesus that he didn't try to in- 
Comporate my personal doodles. Anyhoo, 
Basterdz Is one touch class, one touch history 
Channel gone wild and another touch nerd 
boner. No, | did not suggest what you think 
I did with that last sentence. Watch it, enjoy 
it for what it is and repeat the word “Arriv- 
aderchee™ until you stop laughing. It's a good 


licopter crash. Just like the New Testament. | time on every level. 


CAST | Bradley Cooper, Zack Galifianakis 


After | watched this film | became really an- 
By. It's not because of Mike Tyson's blasé 
cameo, or the “What happens in Vegas stays 
in Vegas” through line, or even that the ti- 
ger wasn't sexy enough. It was because the 
Movie is one of those ideas that any of us 
could have. 


| Start with utter ridiculous mayhem and tell 


the story backwards. The fact that It is hi- 
larious and somewhat uncomfortable in a 
hilarious way did not stop me from yelling at 
myself in the mirror for 20 minutes after the 
film was over. | still haven't forgiven myself 
for laughing as much as | did. 
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MacEwan 





think Balance 










In life, there is no balance, only 
balancing. We are constantly juggling 
home, work and personal interests In 
an effort to achelve a sense of 
balance In our lives, 


Understanding the need for balance, 
MacEwan offers courses on a part 
time basis to fit Into your schedule 
where and when you need them. You 
can take a course In the evening, on 
the weekend, or through computer 
managed leaming. 


Before you know It, you will graduate 

with your degree or diploma. A more 
~~ balanced employee, a more balanced 

Individual. A more balanced life, 


‘University and college 





COMMENTARY » GREED (359 words 


ig 


FREEDOM OF CHOICE 6.H. LEWMER 
CLOSER TO THE ORIGINAL 
VISION THAN EVER BEFORE, 
THIS 80-YEAR-OLD FILM HAS 
SPECIAL RESONANCE 





| 
| One of the downsides of the holiday 


season is the plethora of films that 
advertise themselves as “A Revered 
Christmas Tradition.” Granted, films 


There's Nothin 





anything being a holiday classic, my 
nominee for the perfect Christmas 
(as a gift for the new corporate or- 
der) is one of the greatest films ever 
made in the history of cinema, Eric 
Von Stroheim's 1924 Greed. 

Greed is perhaps best remembered 
as the great lost film in the annals of 
cinema. After the original 9.5-hour 
cut was delivered to MGM, the mas 
ters at the studio decided to make the 
film more commercial, resulting in a 
cut-down two hour version that pre- 
miered in theaters during the 1924 
Christmas season. The film subse- 
quently bombed and marked the be- 
ginning of the end of Von Stroheim’s 
career as a director in Hollywood 


GREED (1924) 


DIRECTED BY ERIC VON STROHEIM, 
AVAILABLE AT WWW.YOUTUBE.COM 





| such as It's A Wonderful Life, or A 
| Christmas Carol (1951) can justify 
that claim; I'm more than a wee sus- 
picious when films starring Tim Allen 
or Jim Carrey do the same. In keep- 
ing with this new bogus tradition of 





The remaining footage from the 
original cut was destroyed soon after 
the release of the edited version and 
the only remnants of that original cut 
was Von Stroheim’s shooting script 
and production stills ~ until now. 

















Up to the challenge? 


€? DEFIN 


Group Fitness and Personal Training 





ox 


ING EVE 








80-minute Challenge Classes run December 21- January 9. Register online or by phone. 


Web: www.definingeve.com © Phone: (780) 482-7030 
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g Like 
Greed For The Holidays 


Based on the American literary 
classic of the same name by Frank 
Norris, Greed is the story of San 
Francisco dentist McTeague and 
his wife Trina who are destroyed by 
the American Dream and its obses- 
sion with wealth, power and envy. 
The film is a detailed overview of 
American life in the early 20th cen- 
tury, more akin to the literary works 
of Victor Hugo or Emile Zola as op- 
posed to any movie. Von Stroheim 
was a renowned master of realistic 
detail and the film displays the rich 
tapestry of life and death amongst 
the forgotten classes that make up 
the majority of humanity. The scope 
and power of the film is breathtaking 


and should not be missed if you have 
any interest whatsoever in the art of 
cinema. For a film that is 85 years 
old, it still is ahead of its time and my 
guess will still be so 100 years from 
now. 

After his masterful work on re- 
storing Orson Welles’ Touch of Evil, 
producer Rick Schmedlin was hired 
by Turner Classic Movies to restore 
Von Stroheim’s original cut using 
existing stills and Von Stroheim's 
personal continuity notes from his 
shooting script. Schmedlin was able 
to honorably fill in the gaps missing 
from the released film so the new 4 
hour version of the film is the defini- 
tive version. What's striking and pro- 
found about the new version is how 
the original film (a masterpiece in it's 
own right) was such a compromise 
to Von Stroheim's vision. One can 
now fully understand why Von Stro- 
heim became a broken man for the 
remainder of his life. 

Greed is the perfect example of 
how anything beautiful and full of 
meaning is destroyed by the powers 
of profit. It's a fitting testimony to 
what Christmas has become in the 
new world order and the fitting film 
to celebrate what we've become as a 


collective society. 
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FILM REVIEW - ANIMATION - BY MARI SASANO | 28 wort 


You've Got To Kiss A Lot Of Frogs 


PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
HAS ALL THE INGREDIENTS, 
BUT THE END RESULT IS 
FLAVOURLESS GUMBO 


THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Stating the voices of Anika Noni Rose. Oprah Winfrey, 
Terrence Howard. Directed by Ron Clements. Directed by Ron, 
Cements, John Musker Now playing. 

weit 














All hail the first African-American 
Disney princess! Lovely Tiana joins 


Pocahontas (Native American), Jas 


mine (Arabian) and Mulan (Chi 
nese) in the stable of non-white 
heroines, and though her inclusion 


redresses a huge demographic over 
sight, it's a mixed blessing 

Drawn in gorgeous classical ani 
mation (no digital uncanny valley 
here!) Tiana (Anika Noni Rose from 
Dreamgirls) is a typical Disney hero. 


ine: beautiful, kind, plucky When You Wish Upon A Frog | Princess ar 


In fact, there has never been a er to forget the importance of fam 


Disney princess as self-assured and ily and loyalty to her perky blonde 


independent. Spurning youthful childhood friend, Charlotte (Jennifer 


idleness for two jobs, her dream is to Cody) 


someday open her own restaurant in 





Our girl is as career-minded as it 
her hometown of New Orleans, Her gets until fate intervenes, She has 
mother, Eudora (Oprah Winfrey) no time for dancing, or for Prince 


and father James (Terrence Howard) Naveen (Bruno Campos), a shallow 
have raised her to keep her head on 


her shoulders, to work hard and nev 


playboy bent on finding a rich wife 


Then they both turn into frogs 

















Y ome the 
e }odoo of one Dr. Facilier (Keitk 
1), learn to accept the love of the 





rince and fin: 





neone to adminis: 


ic-undo-ing kiss, all ur 





er the 





der the u: 





magical curfew of mid 
night. We should be rooting 
right from the beginni brea 





down in relief when she finally gets 


everything she 





wants — cai 
















> FUTURE SHOP [son 





oy 


(1) See store for detatls. Bonu gt avatabie with rew activations cnty. White quantibes last (2) Subject to aperoved creat 
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Walmart >!< 


Tabasco here 


and adding a dash of 





for Prince Naveen and his musical 


urges. Sure he owns a ukulele, but 
the only one with any real passic 
for New Orleans jazz is a trumpet 








playing alligator — yet another ne 
glected minor character in a movie 
And give me just one song that i 


memorable. The closest thing to a 











show-stopper, “Dr. Facilier's Friends 

nm the Other Side embles to 
losel Aladdin's “Never Had 

Friend Like Me” number, The film 

s set in New Orleans, which should 

ample for a zippy song 

t Randy Newman plays it 

i This is Disney, for crying 

ad! Bring on the bombast. Give 

Whole New Wor 

















W I want out of Di mc 
pulatic Despite any 

by th tsa ng. nist age-at-all-costs 
ntasy that should reso: nit forgive-your-abuser plotlines, | want 
modern little girls and theit CRY when the princess turns her 
eason, The Prince st into a prince want to feel how 

and the Frog fails to enchan. ch Ariel wants t et voice 









For all of Tiana's talk of food anc re s of how 
h for a kitchen of het own rifice truly is, Give 
nothi the filr su, 





me oozing sac 
r 


gests that c 





The P; 


ely, remain 


ing is her real p: 





on. charine rincess and the Frog 





umbo —unfortun: 





Get S25 Set *25 off any” 


new QWERTY ~ QWERTY 
Sa Se 
Phone plus a 
$100 bonus gift!" 


Keodomobile.com . 


KOOdO 


mobile 


\eTelole Mer-| || 
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MOVIE GUIDE - WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES 





OPENING THIS WEEK 


AVATAR 

James Cameron might actually be more ex- 
cited by the release of his movie than the rest 
Of us put together. A fifteen year old concept, 
this film starring Sam Worthington. Zoe Sal- 
dana and Sigourney Weaver percolated in his 
mind until the technology to make it happen 
finally caught up. 


DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS 
Hugh Grant and Sarah Jessica Parker play 
a couple with a rapidly failing marriage 


They witness a murder and are thrown into 
the witness protection program, isolated 
together, forced to get along. Hilarity and 
Sappy romance likely ensue. 


ALSO PLAYING 


THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Anika Noni Rose, John Goodman and Keith 
David star in Disney's newest holiday heart- 
warmer. It's the usual fairytale story, with 
the usual updated jokes and fun for mom 


and dad. Oh yeah, and the kids too. 
keer 


INVICTUS 

Morgan Freeman and Matt Damon star in 
the inspiring true story of how Nelson Man- 
dela joined forces with the captain of South 
Africa's rugby team, Francois Pienaar, to help 
unite their country, sewer vrer 


BROTHERS 

Tobey Maguire, Natalie Portman, and Jake 
Gyllenhaal starin Jim Sheridan's drama about 
2 love triangle involving a young woman, her 
soldier husband, and her brother-in-law, 
token 


EVERYBODY'S FINE 
Robert De Niro, Kate Beckinsale, Drew Barry- 
more, and Sam Rockwell starin the story of a 
widower who goes on a cross-country trip to 
visit his four children, all of whom have been 
keeping secrets from him about thelr lives. 
waKSe 


GOOD HAIR 

Comedian Chris Rock explores African-Amer- 
ican women’s intense relationship with their 
hair, directed by Jeff Stilson. 

wake 


ANEDUCATION 
The hype surrounding Carey Mulligan's 
Performance as a 16-year-old girl in ear- 
ly ‘60s London who enters a romance 
with a shifty older man is justified — 


she's vibrant. charming, and intelligent. 
weet 


FANTASTIC MR, FOX 

Wes Anderson's children's film may be the 
most purely enjoyable thing he's ever done 
it'sa total delight 

tot 





SHOWTIMES DECEMBER 18-24, 2009 


TN NOR STREET = Ten aTOOT78 
PREGOUS 

Ngty 650, 9:10; Set & So wees 200 

Seu valesce, cone anguge, dettiog cone Cena Ow. 74 8 75, 


NOS = 2 AO = 70RD 
AN EDUCATION Ld 
Nighy 7:10, $10 Se Son mets 200, Mee sie me 
IT MIGHT GET LOUD °6 
Nil 7.00: Sot 8 Sen eines 00. —_ 
6000 HAIR sc 
Nighy 7.00; Set & Sot matings 3:00. Coase kenguogy, suc atest 
ad Dac 24 25, 


130 Crary Going Space Crom © 7801627332 
AVATAR rc 
Fold 30, 9:45, mney Sears 200. Viel, set meee 
(ony chee 

DIO YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
Wel 6:90, 9:05; meats Soh Tas 1.05, 305, 


PLUMET 51 
Weer So is 
THE BLIND SIDE 
Feed SS, $25, cones SepThas 1255, 325 
ern Sere, 
10 DOGS 
Fld 7.0, 725, xs it Ma :10. 3:20 
TRE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
Feed 7.00, $15; eines Seb Tes 1.0, 3:15 
TWIUGHT SAGA: NEW MOOH 
folie 65,93 . x 

12 6 


oes 7.30. Fighterg ceo, cet reesrerenced for yg chin 
#78 010 Les Wall, CADEL THEATRE) © 78044259217 
STLENT NIGHT, DEADLY WIGHT smc 


F900 


RAND MAL jv AVE, SL. ALE 


B10 


PLANET 51 
Diy U0. 1 

BROTHERS 

Daly 1:15, $30, 5:30. 730, 930. Coase lopage 
Notes whee rate Ne pase 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Daly 100, 300. 455. £50, 840. 
TIGHT SAG: EW MOON 

Deby 1:30, 4.05 640, 15. Vile 

THE BUND SIDE 

Oy 145, £15 


4107250 Su Und © 780% 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Neji 655, $20; cies day V 

AVATAR DIGITAL 30 

Nighy 6:55, 94S; metas ty 12 

a ee yung ibe, 

EVERYBODY'S FINE 

Nitty 7.05, 815; cates dy 1.05, 2.15. Cooney, exe 
‘THE BURD SIDE 

ght 700, $25; ees day 1 00, 335. 
Were uted or 


24056, Wetesbis © 7903523972 


= 
Nighy 445, 925; cts ay 1230, 3:35 
Vleet, st exomenendd fo youry chien 


6 


DECLARE WAR 


EVERYBODY'S FINE ’c 
Naty 7.95, 715; eons day 195,215. Cone empnge, meken 
sem 

‘Ou Doss 

Nay 7:10, 9:15: mete dy 110.215. 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Nighy 7-10, 320; day wees 1:05, 3.20. 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


1575 99 Steat © TOAGHSES 
WD YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
‘FW 50, 1:15, 9°50 Thurs 1:10, 3:50, 7:15. Mo pons, 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG é 
fetes 11-55, 270, 4:50, 7:20, 9-55; Wed 11-55, £40, 7:05, 9:30, 
Ths 155,270, 440705, 


i 


bid 
395, 45,1020, Ts 1220, 235,650. pes 

4a 
400, FAD, 10:25, Wind 4200, 740, 10:25; Ther 4:00. 


sROTHERS 
Fobes 170, 
ny 
THEROAD “Ma 
Fes Y21S, 310, 10, 10-3; Wd 3:0, 710, OER Ma 1230, 
310, 7:10. Oring comet —# 
Ot DOGS 6 
feWed 12:35, 3:05, $70, 7:45, 1005. Tass 17:35, 205, is 
MILA ASSASSIN: ™ 
Fe Sons JAS, 445,730, 1010, Ser 45, 
(ay vole 
PLANET 51 
fioKes 1150.27.15, 435, 7.05, 9:36 Web Ths 1215. 
THE TWIUGHT SAGA: NEW MOO 
390, 64S, PAU, Ts 1200 
THE BLIND SIDE 
FaMed 121 
Mere stat re a 
PREQOUS: BASED ON THE MOVEL “PUSH™ BY SAPPHIRE 144 
Fo Wed 1.00, 2.45, 435, #35; Thu 100, 245, £35 
(ee beep, enad ches, Gls crtit 
2012 
Fo ad 200. 4:30, 1000 es 200, 630 
DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL Lad 
feed 0 44S, 925; Tes 1210, 9°20, 45. Fghing 
arg che 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LES CONTES D'HOFFMAN STC 
iio 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPRAUNKS: THE SQUEAKQUEL 6 
Wed 11:45, 2°10, 4:30, 650, 1145, 210, 4:30, 650, Ne 
‘TWE ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER 
Wed 1.00 
UP IW THE AIR 
«20,7 


730, 1010 


20645. Vien 


(6:40, FAS; Tha 12:10, 825, 640, 


Po 


ste 


m0, 11S; Tes 122 
No pu 


4za137h 
DID YOU HEAR ABOUT-THE MORGANS? 
Fo 1290, 4:10, 7:10, 9-85; Mes 130, 4:10, 7.10. No poses 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 
Foti 12.00, 230, 5 ao 
invicTUS 


Wed 12:20, 290, £30, 9:30: Tas 1270, 3:30, 6:30. Mo pense. 


ry 


a 
Fetes 1:40, 420, 740, 121 4 
‘uD Docs 6 
FW 1230, 240, 4:50, 7:20, £45: Ts 12°30, 240. 450,720. 
NINA ASSASSIN 
Fears 120, 415, 
PLANET 51 
foleas 110 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 
feed 1290, 400, 7:15, 1000 Tas 
TE BLIND SIDE 
Food 1240, 20, dS, 9-40: Das 12340, 340, 640 
Mesa bes cae 
2012 
(Wed 11:50, 3:20, 50, 10:10 Ths 1:50, 220,450, 
Net mesezrente fx chien, Fighoning scares, 


750, 1020. Gory vere. 


‘THE BOOMDOGK SAINTS I: ALL SAINTS DAY ry 
Fa, Some 1:80, 5:10, 74S, OBS Se S10, 745, 1035) Mars 


0. 74S. Lanpege sey Band, volt. 





DISMEY'S A CARISTMAS ad 
Fertind 12065, 220, 4:40, 7:50, 9-20; Thurs 12:05, 220, 440, 7:05. 
Feghiing ware, ct meso ft yng chien. 
THE METROPOUTAN OPERA: LS CONTES D’MOFFMAN STC 
‘So1)-00. 

‘ALVON AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE SQUEAKQUR = G 
‘Wed 12:10, 250, 5:20, 7:35, 9-50; hes 12:10, 250, 520, 7-35. No 
roe 


(Sn Was 10, 3:55, 645, P40 Men 1.00, 3.55, 9:40; Wad 100, 
350, 645. $40; Th 1:00, 350 Vike 
2012 

fps 1230, 410, BOO; Wed 1230, 410, 800; Tas 12:32, 410 
Net rcomecedet fr yoy cies, Spiny ware 
1D TOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? 

Fob 1:15. 40, 7:15, 9-50; D115, 4200. No pcs. 


cd 





UP IN THE AIR 4A 
Wed 1:70, 415, 7-50, 10-20; Mass 120,415, 7:50, Coosa nguoge 
No poe 


HO FLOOR MMSE A101 
INVICTUS 
FS, Tes Wed 270, 245, 645, $45; Mon 1270, 345, 630 
SPAS Ths 1220, 345, 64S. Nopemmes 
AVATAR 30 6 
Fer 1200, 1.094200, 290, 8.00, 9:0, 11:20; Se ew Wed 1200, 
1:0, 400, 5:00, £0,700; Mor 1200, 100,400,500, 8:15, 
$00; Mars 12:10, 1.00, 3:30, 5:00, 7:00. Vie, ot erence 
tr yay cuter. Ne peses 
DID YOU MEAK ABOUT THE MORGANS? 
on, Wh 12205, DAD, 15, PAS, TENS; thn 1205, 240, 
45, 915; Tas HAS, 240.5: 
‘ME AND ORSON WELLES 
FoTens 1240, 415, 7:10 
BROTHERS 
Feed 1000. 
THE ROAD 
FiiSen, need 1245, 225, 6:50, 940; Man 1245, 225; Tha 
1245, 4:25, 60, Keting cet 


7100, #55; Ms 12 
50, 700. Vale. 

‘THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG G 

Fa 1210, 235, 645, 910; SetWed 12:10, 235, 505, 7-30, 1005; 

Thess 12:10, 24S, 5:05, 730. No poses 


‘MIRACLE OM 34TH STREET 


$0,350, B15 


sic 
THE DUND SIDE "6 
Sn, ha th 12: 
ar: |) 50,390, 6:3). Maton 


0; Mon 120, 330, #30, 
pd re 


30,330, 43 


0, 1.3 Ts 

THE TWIUGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 

Fe350, 845, 9.35; Sad 19), 350,445 

1S Vers 

‘THE BLIND SIDE 

Fi DAS, £50, 945, SobWed 1250, 345, 6:50, 9:45: Th 
reer nt 

BROTHERS 

16425, 

ARMORED 

Fa 440, 7:10, 930, Sethe 2:10, 440, N10, $290. 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 

Fe 400, 7:00, 9:25; SepSen 1-30, 4:00, 7:00, #25; Mew Wed 1-39. 

; 130 «09 


200, 530. Net enema fe 


1eSt, 


Sos 145, 425, 7.15, 95 


BG 
FAA, 60, 9.0, Ser Sa 1240, 2:40, 640, 9:40, Man ed 1240, 
$540,640, $40, Ts 1240, 2:40, 640. No poe. 
AVATAR 30 
F420, 450, 800, 0M Sot ed 12:40, 115, 420, £50, 8:60 
$00 Da 1245, 1:15, 450, 60 Vie, ot scared to 
org cw. No pes. z 
DIO YOU NEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS? *6 
Fe 410, 720, 9:50, Seed 1:20, 410,720. $50; Ths 1.20, £10, 
740. No pest : 
UP OW THE Al a 
Wa 145, 425,715, 75; Thon 145, 425, 635. Coase ange 
No poor = 
‘AVIO. AND THE CHIPMUNKS: THE SOUEAKQUEL G 
Wed 12.00, 220, 40,110, 9-30; Mar 1:00, 220, 449, 1:10. 


SIC 


DECUARE MEMORY LOSS 


26 » December 1) - December 23, 2009 - see magazine - edmanton 


‘tome conden seply Sew ear for Gra “Rogen and the Mata dni se amas wad unde cere fram oF with peri f Ragnes Comearctcns io an fate, @ 2009 Roger Pa. 


THE BUND SIDE °G 
Files 1245, 340, 635, 930. Motre nti mat 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNIS: THE SOULAKOUEL 6 
Wot 1245, 220, 7:00, 9-30, Than 1245, 320. Ne 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 


DWONTON MAL 8882-170 SHEET » 7604447400 
iD YOU HEAR ABOUT THE MORGANS 
Fiend 1°10, 400, 7-20. 010; Tar 1:10. 400, 7.20. No pose 
AVATAR MAX *G 
Foe 11:45, 215,700, 10:20 Than 11:45, 215, 700. Vey, 
ot moved fr young Glen No poss 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG 6 
eed 1130, 200, €30, 7:15, $40: Tas 11:30, 200, 430,215. 
wncrus sie 
ied 12:10. 
ARMORED 

e120, 2:50, 750 Set 750. 


$20, AD, 50 Ms 12:10, 220, 40 


‘Med 1-20. 420, 720, 1020, Mes 1.20, 4:70, 730 
Coase kagnge 

MINJA ASSASSIN 

Fibs 450, 1045. Gory sicace 
PLANET St 

fetes 11:10, 139 % 
TWE TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON 

Fis! 12-30, 4:10, 7:40, 10-40; hss 12:30, 410, 
THE BLIND SIDE 

FéWet 12:20, 239, 650, 1000 
Mace seit ee 

2012 G 
Arrls 1120, 3100, 490, 10200, Wed 6°30, 10:00; Thurs 11:20, 3:00, 
6:30. Notrenorarcind kr yung cies, Kigtenny seme 
DOISHEY'S A OURISTIMAS CAROL 30 
Fe 1200. 215, 440, 1:10, P30 Sexes 1 
30, Maes 11:50, 215, 440 
Frehtnng sce, er reread f 


740. Vedonce 


Dass 1220, 230, 450 


6 
215,440,210 
yous ie 
THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LES CONTES D’HOFFMAN STC 
Sa 11:00 


ALVIN AND THE QUPMUNKS: THE SQUEAKQUEL 
f, 430, 7400, 9-20, Tes 1200, 230, « 


THE ROYAL BALLET; THE NUTCRAKER 
Wed I 


Be 50 
ROCKET SINGH: SALESMAN OF THE YEAR HINDI W/ES.T. PG 
Feet 105, 425, 7-50, 11:05; STs 1:05, 428,790. 

(oe ergo 

PIRATE RADIO 14a 
Set 120, 4.10, #50, 925, 11:50, Senet 1:20, 410, 650,925 
os 1:20, 410. 5:50. Cone gage 
nELA 

SAW 1:25, 49, 7:05, 950: Mes 135, 430, 7.05 
ASTRO BOY 

FS 150, 445, 7.15, 940 


G 


wr 
Hy Seared 1:50, 4.45, 7-15, 9:40, 
CGRQUE DU FREAK: THE VAMPIRE’S ASSISTANT 
Fiolees 1:45, 415. 
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WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 
Fest 1:30, 420, 7:10, 225, 11:45; Sud 1-30, 420, 7:10, 928; 


Ths 130, 420,710, Not caren yung ten 
COUPLES RETREAT 

oSe 1:15, 400, 795,735, 115; Samed 1:15, 400, 1.05, 9.35, 
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Feet 140, 425, 720, 9.30, 11.40, So Wed 1:40, 25, 7-20, 7-30; 
Tas 1:40, 425, 7.20: Vole 


‘CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS — 6 
Fe Wel 1-25, 435, 7:00, 920 Tas 125, 435, 700. 
WHITEOUT ma 
HeSat 73S, $55, 12:10; Seton 7:35, 9-55, tt commended for 
gc gory we, ay 
INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS: 
FS 1:00, 415, 7°20, 11:10; So Thars 1:00, 4:15, 7:30 
Gy vden. = 
‘THE HURT LOOKER MA 
FebWed 1:10, 4:05, 655, 9:45; Tham 1:10, 4:05, 655. Velen, coma 
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) SHERWOOD OR, SHERWOOD PARE © 78041640150 
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Fed 100, C30, 8.15; as 100, 430. Net coe yy 
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BOOKS - EATING ANIMALS - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 225¢ maids 


THINK TWICE, 
CARNIVORES. 


4 AS INFORMATION COMES IN ABOUT 
THE EFFECTS ON ANIMALS...THE EFFECTS ON HUMANS, 
IT’S NEVER BETTER NEWS THAN YOU EXPECT. 





JONATHAN SAFRAN FOER’S NEW BOOK 
MAY HAVE YOU GOING VEGETARIAN 
BEFORE YOU KNOW IT 





EATING ANIMALS 
By Jonathan Safran Foer 
Uttle, Brown and Company. 352 pp. $31.99 





Following the global smash success of his 
novels Everything is Illuminated (2002) and 
Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close (2005), 
Jonathan Safran Foer could have done literally 
anything he wanted for his third book. And 
while it’s safe to say he has defied many an ex- 
pectation with Eating Animals, a sober investi 

gation of factory farming in America, the book 
is hardly a naive vanity project. The 32-year-old 
spent three full years immersed in the red tape 
(figuratively) and fields of shit (literally) sur 

rounding the U.S. meat and dairy industries, 





and came back with uniformly grim results 
“Ninety-nine percent of all land animals eaten 
or used to produce milk and eggs in the United 
States are factory farmed.” 

If that last term doesn't strike a note of horror 
for you, here's some context. Factory farms are 
where agriculture meets the cold, blunt logic of 
the assembly line. Here animals are raised by 
the tens of thousands in the most cramped and 
inhospitable quarters, where they're pumped 
full of antibiotics, frequently driven insane 
or to cannibalism, and then hauled away and 


slaughtered by imprecise machinery at a scant 


39 days old 


As Foer writes, “Factory farming’s success de 
pends on consumers’ nostalgic images of food 
production” — say, sunshine, or soil, or an actu 
al farmer — “because the yes correspond 





to something we respect and trust.” In reality 


however, none of these things are present 


Eating Animals is loaded with statistics to sup 
port its outrage, but Foer works best when he's 
writing in the first person. His is a personal sto 
lications. He is 
straight-ahead case for vegetar 


devotes muc 


ry with global imp making a 





anism (though 


he is one), and he of the book te 





visits to the few family-run farms that conduct 





business in a humane and sustainable way 
It's a fascinating book, and it may well ch 
the way you eat and think ab 





out meat 
Last week, Foer spoke to SEE Magazine from 


his home in Brooklyn. 


SEE Magazine: You started thinking about 
the meat and dairy industries in detail 
when your wife was pregnant with your 
first child in 2005, and you were about 

to move from feeding yourself to feeding 
someone else. Do you remember the very 
first step you took once you realized this 
was a topic you wanted to investigate? 
Jonathan Safran Foer: | don’t remember in 
which order | actually carried these out, but the 
first two things I did were go to a nutritionist 
because if I found out [vegetarianism] wasn't 
healthy for my kid, I just wasn't going to do it 


basically. Nothing is more important to me thar 


hea As it turns out, any 








ve some sort of involvernent 


ith the meat industry now will tell you it’s at 





t as healthy, and almost all of them will tell 


you that it's healthier, to 






at least seriously re: 
duce meat consumption. And then I believe my 
second stop was to Farm Sanctuary in upstate 
New York. Basically, | just wanted to see what 


animal: 





re. I never really spent time around 
animals. And before knowing if farming prac 
tices sat well with me, I had to get some sense 


these 





ammals were — what they are 
SEE: One of the things the book handles 
well is the practical side of things—what 

a person can realistically do with all this 
information. I suppose it's easy to poke 
holes, as some of your critics have. when 
you're not trying to make the same kind of 
logically airtight arguments that a work of 
philosophy would have to 

JSF: Well, | still tk 


[Laughs.| It’s just that there's clearly more to 


rink of it as logically airtight 


this conversation than that. There is no logi- 
cal argument in favour of factory farming, or 
at least I haven't heard it — and I've spent an 
awful lot of time thinking about this stuff. At 
every reading I've done, and I've read in front 


of all kinds of audiences now, | say, “Listen, 





what I would love right now is for someone 
to stand up and make an argument for factory 


farming.” It's yet to happen, because there isn’t 


Photo Supplied 


yne to be mad 


SEE: You write that whenever someone 
found out you were writing a book about 
the meat industry, they assumed it would 
be pro-vegetarian, and how that illustrates 
a strange fact: we assume that any sus 
tained investigation into factory farming 
is going to make the meat industry look 
bad. Why do we put up with an industry 
that we all, deep down, already know is 
evil? 
JSF: Lots of diffe: 
ause we know the gist 


of the 





5 


t reasons. In part it's be 
of the evil but not the 
evil, and the de 


details here. Most 


details vil really is in the 





people know that factory 
farming is bad, but they don't know that more 
than 99 per c 


tory farms 


cent of animals are raised on fac- 

that it’s everything. They don't 
know how systematized the environmental 
destruction is, how systematized the cruelty is. 
That it's not an exception, it's not a bad apple 


it's not a sadistic worker, it's not malfunction 





ing machinery. It's the plan_ It's how it was de 


signed. But also, food is more than what we 
know to be right and wrong. It's our culture 
and our identity. You know, chicken soup when 
you're sick, and your grandmother's food, your 
parents’ food. It really matters. When people 
have tried to keep it out of the conversation, 


they've always failed 


EATING cont'd on p. 28 











The Holiday Season Ramps Up | Check out some of the great Churistmas fare in theatre land. 
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ARTS BRIEF - TIRED OF CHRISTMAS YET? HERE ARE SOME MORE MUST SEES 


AChrstmas Carol 


Running until Dec. 23. 

In its 10th anniversary on the Citadel's stage. 
Dickens’ famous Christmas classic has be- 
come a tradition for Edmontonians. 

You know the drill, it's the usual story, but it’s 
also one of our favourites. What's Christmas 
in Edmonton without it? 

Touted as heart warming and soul lifting, few 
shows have been seen by so many in our city. 
And few shows have given so much back to 
the community. 

Following the performance donations of cash 
and food will be collected for the Edmonton 
Food Bank. Go see why everyone's returning 
year after year. 


It’sa Wonderful Life 


At the Varscona, Dec. 18 and 19. 

Teatro La Quindicina has put a clever spin | 
ona Christmas staple, This post World War Il | 
tale of redemption Is presented as tive radio | 
broadcast with live music and sound effects. | 
Actors will be in full period castume as they 
tell the story of George Bailey, a good man 
who, due to a series of hard circumstances, | 
is contemplating suicide on Christmas Eve. 
When his guardian angel. Clarence Odbody, 
Teveals results of his life's actions we are 
shown the life of a man who sacrifices his 
own dreams for the good of others. Go renew 
your Christmas spirit and enjoy the compli- 
‘mentary eggnog and mulled wine. 


ASinging Christmas Tree 


At the Jubilee Auditorium, Dec. 18-20. 

A 35-foot tree. with 300 voices singing 
Christmas gems accompanied by a 25-plece 
live orchestra creates on of the largest musi- 
Cal productions in Alberta. 

Throw in a spectacular light show, dancers 
and actors and you've got yourself one re- 
markable Christmas delight 

‘Not only will It entertain you, it will benefit 
others as well. 

This year volunteers of The Singing Christ- 
mas Tree will donate the proceeds of thelr 
concert to Santa's Anonymous. 

So just buying a ticket should make you feel 
g00d about yourself. 
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] EATING(cont'd from p. 27) 


| SEE: The book is packed with 
statistics. Which do you think 
are the most shocking, even to 
people who are vaguely aware of 
the cruelties at play? 
JSF: It's very hard to say 
many different kinds of shocking 


— there's so 


Ninety-nine percent of animals come 

from factory farms. It's the number-1 

cause of global warming. It's respon 
| sible for 51 per cent of global green- 
| house gas emissions — more than 
| everything else put together. That's 
startling. Learning that turkeys 
can't reproduce sexually anymore 
As information comes in about the 
effects on the environment, about 
the effects on animals, about animal 
intelligence, about the effects on hu- 
man health, we never learn that it's 
better than we thought. We always 
| learn that it’s worse than we thought 

Always. I spent three years'learning, 

and it continually got worse than | 


thought 

Advocates at PETA would say we're 
never going to have such a meat sys- 
tem. It's just impossible. Small farm 
ers would say the world is never go- 
ing to go completely vegetarian. And 
in the meantime endure the farming 
system we have? Or do you want to 
try to reform the farming system we 
have, and encourage people to eat 
By the way, all of these 


d to 


less meat? 
small farmers agree that we ni 





eat less meat. You won't find a rea 
sonable person who denies that any- 
more. So that's my position. | know 
some people seem to find it more 
complicated than | do, but for me it's 


very straightforward 


SEE: Eating Animals necessarily 
focuses on the American meat 
industry. In the course of your 
research, did you find examples 
of any other countries with a bet- 
ter handle on things? 

JSF: Everyone has a better handle 


than America, America is the worst 


right now, but only by a little bit. I'm 
going to England in about a month — 
in America 99 per cent of chickens 
are raised on factory farms, and in 
Britain it's 95 per cent. In America 
about 83 per cent of pigs, and over 
there it’s about 68 per cent. So by no 
great stretch is it good 


SEE: Did you come across 
anything about the Canadian 
system? 

JSF: | didn’t, actually. I really don’t 
know very much. It would be quite 
easy to find out, though. I'm virtually 
positive it's the same for poultry and 
hogs, and I bet you for cattle it's bet- 
ter. You typically use your land more 
wisely, and you haye more land to 
use. 


SEE; I'd like to press you a little 
on a few more points. More than 
once you draw parallels between 
animal and human suffering: 
there's a war metaphor, some 
slavery imagery, and even a refer- 
ence to genocide. If that’s the 
case — if there is a continuum 
there — why write about animals 
at all? Why not take on those is- 
sues that directly affect humans 
on a large scale, instead of this 
indirect one? 

JSF: Well, it’s not that indirect if it's 
the number-1 cause of global warm 
ing, and if it's one of the top two or 
three causes of, as the UN says, ev 
ery single environmental problem 
in the world, locally and globally 
Obviously I’m not writing it strictly 
‘This is 


what's good for humans,” although 


fromm the perspective of 


I hope it’s also obvious that that's a 
large component of the book. Caring 
is not a zero-sum game. It's not like 
one cares about this at the expense 
of caring about other things. People 
who care about one thing tend to 
care about other things. 

But | think when that argument is 
made, it's not really an argument 


When people talk about, “Should we 
really care about this when there are 
starving children?” There's some 
thing disingenuous about it, and it 
tends not to come from people who 
are devoting their lives to feeding 
starving children. Do | think that 
animals deserve our attention more 
than people do? No. Obviously not 
Do | think that there are some very, 
very good books out there about 
problems of genocide, or about Af 
rica? There are. There really are not 
books about meat. One doesn't need 
to think it’s the most important prob: 
lem in the world to think that it's a 
problem that really needs to be ad. 
dressed. 


SEE: Elsewhere you say that 
you're not convinced that let- 
ting people kill their own meat 

is justification for eating it. You 
call it “very silly.” But isn’t the 
biggest problem in the current 
market precisely that disconnect 
between cause and effect? 

JSF- Yes, but that's sort of like saying 
if we had to murder people ourselves, 
we wouldn't do it. That's true, but it 
doesn’t imply that we should. I think 
the best thing to do is not to go kill an 





animal, but go to a factory farm. Se: 
30,000 of them in a shed Spend as 
much time there as you can, That, to 
me, makes a lot of sense. The prob: 
lem is it's far easier to go find an ani 
mal to kill than to find a factory farm 


to take a tour of. 


SEE: The detail you talk about 

in the book is the locked doors 
on these massive sheds—the 

utter privacy that factory farms 
require to protect themselves. 

JSF: Yeah. It's an entire industry that 
asks for our money, asks us to ingest 
their products into our bodies, give 
them to our families, and will not let 
you see how they're made. 

It's crazy. Who wouldn't get pissed 
off about that? 








MacEwan 


think Ahead 


Can't get into the program you want? 
Need to upgrade? 
MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus of Grant 
MacEwan University, the Preparation for University 
and College program can help you improve your 
high school grades, earn university and college 
level credit and receive a personalized plan for 


SUCCESS. 


Think MacEwan. Start in January. 


Call 780-497-4029 for information or visit: 
www.MacEwan.ca/preparation 





www.Mac 


agenda | the front | music | on screen | arts | sex | classffieds | the back 


THEATRE - OH SUSANNA : BY STACEY LAWRENCE | 64) words 


My, What Big Boots You Have, Susanna! 


Don't Cry For Me, Oh Susanna! | Ms. Patchouli dons her Santa's hat on Saturday, PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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THE LATE NIGHT DIVA 
TALK SHOW HOST COMES 
CLEAN ABOUT THE MAN 
BEHIND THE WIG 


OH SUSANNA! 

Produced by Stewart Lemoine 

Dec. 19a psn. Varscona Theatre (10329-83d Ave) 
Tickets ae S10 ($7 for Teatro La Quindicina subscribers & 
De asty members) available atthe box office beginning 
at 10:30 pm 


First impressions of Susanna Pa 
tchouli are that she's my kind of girl 
She's the type with a super short skirt 
and high boots and priorities placed 
on keen fashion sense and a sturdy 
push-up bra. But | am purely judg 
ing this book by her lack of cover, 
as apparently I've been living under 
a large rock for the last decade and 
have yet to meet the infamous host 
of Varscona Theatre's Oh Susanna! 
variety show. So imagine my naivety 
sitting across the table drinking cof 
fee with Susanna's “publicist” and 
man behind the make-up (and bra), 
Mark Meer. 

Perhaps she dresses in a racy 
fashion but she’s pretty button down 
Really no nonsense,” Meer says of 
Susanna. “She's a hard-hitting en 
tertainment journalist who asks the 
tough questions 

Really? I'm shocked frankly, at 
such a serious portrayal of an out- 
wardly outrageous character. I am 
still waiting for the punch line but 
Meer, ever 
moved on to the show. 

“It's essentially a big party on 
stage,” Meer says. “Like every great 
talk show we like to have a Christ 
mas special every year. It's a cel 
ebration of the holiday itself, where 
old friends come back for visits for 
the holidays.” Of course there will 
be sketches, "tom foolery and high 
jinx,” musical numbers, a little tap 
dancing and a lot of Christmas cock 
tails. Co-host Jeff Haslam will arrive 
as Euros, God of Love, along with 
Paul Morgan Donald, Jan Randall 
and a host of regulars 

And, of course not much of the 
play list has been set. In true improv 
As al 


we throw ev 


fashion there's no rehearsal 
ways,” reveals Meer, 
erything together last minute.” But 
the “we'll see who shows up on show 
night” is a formula that works. Oh 
Susanna! has been amusing audi 
ences for 10 seasons. 

Meer admits Susanna came into 
being on the fly. “It was a Die-Nasty 
show and I didn’t have my costume 
We had an Archie sketch 
so 1 wore my Veronica costume 
and Susanna made her debut, “Now 


he says. 


she has her own show.” When asked 
how she's changed over the years 
Meer replies, “She used to have lon- 
ger, darker hair, which was mine, 
but | cut my hair eventually. Which 


is actually why I ended up playing 


loyal to his “boss,” has 





Veronica in the first place. Personal 
ity wise, she's pretty much the same. 
Mellowed somewhat with age but I 
certainly wouldn't ask her how old 


she is 





yard to imagine how this colour 
ful diva came from the mind of a 
man like Mark Meer. As outrageous 
as Susanna appears, Mark is intense 
and insightful, Pre-theatre Meer was 
pre-med. “I grew up in a town where 
we really didn't have drama program 
I took art by correspondence in high 
school,” It was either academics or 


sports in his home town, and Mark 





is adamantly theatre sports only, A 


self-confessed comic book nerd, avid 





gamer and sculptor of all things A 


Christmas Carol, Mark is passi 





ate about his craft, humble and e: 


to share glory with his costars. “The 
members of the company” he raves 
include such a broad spectrum of 
theatre community 


graduates of Grant MacEwan to peo- 


the Edmontor 





like everyone from fai recent 





ple who've been working together for 
years and years. And they all come 
on and do a party piece or just hang 
out and drink which is kind of the 
idea behind the show 

Standing firm on his improver's 


philosophies of ‘always say yes’ and 





make the other guy look good,’ Meer 





has been a part of founding suc 
Meer promises that “anyone who 


comes [to the Oh Susanna! Christ 






mas Show] will learn the true mean 


ing of Christmas 


T bet it won't be what we expect 
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(Check directory or log onto www.cineplex.com, www.empiretheatres.com, 
www rainbowcinemas.ca or www.tnibute.ca for locations and showtimes 
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CAREY MULLIGAN 
BEST ACTRESS 


“A MIRACLE OF A MOVIE! 


HIGH ON THE LIST OF THE YEAR'S BEST!" 


~Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


"WONDERFUL." 


Pager her, CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


“DO NOT MISS IT." 


~John Gain, THE GAZETTE 


“ONE OF THE 
BEST FILMS OF 
. THE YEAR." 


Rex Reed, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 


"DAZZLING!" 


Roger Moore, ORLAHDO SEATIVEL 


CAPTIVATING!" 


Meira MacDonald, THESEATTLE TIMES, 


"VIBRANT 


AN EDUCATION 


& tne BC Sours n 


, 


INCESS THEATRE 


EXDS THURS STARTS FRIDAY! 
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THEATRE PREVIEW - MOSTLY WATER THEATRE « BY JESSICA POTTER 1350 words 


Tis The Season For Variety 











Give ‘Em Something To Talk About | Mostly Wate 


SEE MOSTLY WATER'S TAKE ON 
TALK BEFORE YOU VISIT YOUR 
OLD FRIEND MS. PATCHOULI 
THIS SATURDAY NIGHT 





MOSTLY WATER THEATRE VARIETY SHOW 

The Mostly Water Theatre gang ncucing Sam Varteniu, 
Craig Bouchart, Trent Wilkie and Matt Stanton 

Dec. 19, Te Ray, 8 pm 





Mostly Water Theatre's Sam Varte- 
niuk braved the death freeze to meet 
“My 


nose breath has frozen the beard and 


for breakfast midday Sunday 
it hurts,” he tells me. Well, | guess 
that's possible, considering it's mi 
nus 35 or something awful — beards 
aren't the only things freezing and 
dropping olf. I can’t feel my face 

We sit down at Rick & Alice's Grill 
to talk about the upcoming Mostly 
Water Theatre variety show at the 
Roxy. It's the troupe's second run 


with the idea, a follow-up to a suc- 





heatre chats up politicos at the Roxy. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


cessful show in October with guest 
MP Linda Duncan. The concept — a 
talk show/ variety show in the vein of 
Conan O'Brian “and a strong nod to 
Oh Susanna” ~ offers up the best of 
MWT video mixed with your not-so 
run-of-the-mill game show antics 
Toss in some music and a political 
figure or two and you've got the in 
gredients for a rather diverse eve 
ning’s entertainment 

‘People are always saying our 
strongest stuff is our video work,” 
said Varteniuk. 
a fair bit lately, with Metro Digital 


I've been hosting 


Shorts and some stuff for the Fringe 
It seemed like a good opportunity to 
put all those skills together 

With Varteniuk as emcee, the other 
MWT members take the appropri- 
ate variety show roles of wingman 
(Craig Bouchart) and correspon 
dents (Trent Wilkie and Matt Stan. 


ton). They've got some new videos to 
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share and have fine-tuned a couple of 


the elements that make the first run 
so successful. “We're a little more re 
laxed going into this one,” said Varte 
niuk. “Some folks are going to help 
us out with a few parodies of them- 
selves and we've kept the Plinko and 
the 80s sitcom game. 

Special guest, Mayor Stephen Man 
del, will be in the interview chair this 
time around. Varteniuk proposed the 
idea after meeting the mayor during 
a multicultural theatre project in the 
early fall. “Mandel is an arts mayor,” 
said Varteniuk. “He appreciates it 
We're going to ask him about all the 
secret mayoral stuff, like the secret 
mayoral passageway, the mayoral 
trolley. Things Edmontonians want 
to know. Where the signal in the sky 
is to get him to come, what kind of 
Kevlar he wears, you know.” 

Musical guests the Bea Arthurs, 
Deathsploitation’s Derek Clayton. 
Mr. Pedro Brown and a couple of 
surprises from Edmonton's theatre 
scene will drop by throughout the 
evening 

We've been told that it's kind of 
like a night out with four of your fun 
said Varteniuk 





niest friends, “Yeah. 





I -guess it's because we're pretty af- 
fable guys. Sure, we're funny.” 

That being said, don’t be surprised 
to find yourself responding to them 
on stage as though you're out at the 


| pub and talking to them one-on-one 


In fact, at the last show, the audi- 
ence participation was intense; the 
demands for a re-drop during the 
Plinko segment was a little, well, 
raucous. 

The show runs from 8:00 to 10:00 
p.m. at the Roxy Threatre, with a 
brief intermission to grab a second 
beer. And, of course, the standard 
third base guarantee applies and “if 
we don’t do it with the spirit of com- 
edy, we'll take you out back and do 
it manually,” said Varteniuk. Well, 
maybe not all of them, but certainly 
Wilkie 
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THEATRE REVIEW « CABARET « BY STACEY LAWRENCE [535 wart 


Bridget Ryan's Life Is A Cabaret 


THE VETERAN CABARET 
PERFORMER GIVES AUDIENCES 
A TREAT THIS CHRISTMAS IN A 
VERY PERSONAL SHOW 

BRIDGET RYAN'S BIG OU CHRISTMAS CABARET 
Presented by Bridget Ryan, directed by Stewart Lemoine 
Dec. 10-20 at 7:30 pm (with 2pm Sunday Matinees) 
Catalyst Theatre (8529-103 Street) 

Tickets are 515-520 (depending on event date, time and 
‘thet type), Available at the Catalyst at showtime (cash 
only) or call 780.420.1757 

weKKS 








Bridget Ryan is just so darn likable 
After an hour I feel like we're close 
personal friends even though, | can 
assure you, she doesn't even know 
my name. But there it is. | now 
know more about Bridget's personal 
life than most of the people I work 
with. She is a delight, amiable and 
entertaining. And she can sing too! 
Though not every note is flawless, 


you're laughing too hard to care 


Come To The Cabaret | Bridget Ryan \s Edmonton's darling, tor good reason. PHOTO SUPPLIED 








INOW KNOW MORE ABOUT BRIDGET’S PERSONAL 
LIFE THAN MOST OF THE PEOPLE I WORK WITH. 











She's bubbly and causal, understated 
and glitzy, and at one point she looks 
at her own sparkling sequenced top 
under her black zebra lined jacket 
and says "Pretty 

The show is a series of show tunes 
strung together by Bridget's life ex: 
periences. There is no pretention, no 
taking of oneself seriously. She cuts 
herself off mid-song at the most un 
expected places to comment on the 
lyrics, or to jump right into another 
story. | must admit to wishing for a 
few songs to be cut shorter, but only 
so that she could get back to telling 
stories, because the real gems of this 
show come to you not in the words 
of musical geniuses (of which there 
are a great many) but in her own 
words when she’s filling time be 
tween songs. She paints a wonderful 
picture, bringing you right into the 
Ryan family living room to experi 
ence an adolescent Bridget wearing a 
“onesie” sans belt, singing her heart 
out to the picture window through 
which she imagines an audience of 
thousands. We laugh through her 
pain as she bombs an important New 
York audition and giggle over her 
torrid crushes 
the F bomb dropped so many times 


I have never heard 


in a classy cabaret, and the audience 
just eats it up. 

The atmosphere is positively 
Canadian. As soon as you walk in 
you're struck by Jason Carter's art 
which surrounds the room. Featur 
ing soapstone sculptures from Ojib 
way folklore and strikingly colourful 
paintings of the animals from these 
legends, his art is both rich and sim 


plistic, clean lined and full of char- | 


acter and culture, | do wish the stage 
held at least one of these colours, 








Bridget's black trouser suit, while Christmas card behind the mike 
fabulous, is against the black But whether she's making fun of 
curtain behind her, so that what ison _ her talented pianist Ryan Sigurdson, 
stage is not as visually appealing as who's laughing so hard at an off-the 
uff joke you can't believe he’s still 
iffing s¢ ll, or ing out pr 
ents to the audience, she's got you 
hooked. Ard though the title sug 
gests something a little, well, bigger 
what's around it. Just a little colour this show is short and sweet and I 
required! It's a good thing she’s so _ left wanting just a little more — a 
engaging. The content was so warm more instruments, a little more set 
it felt like it needed a big ol’ wi and a little more time with 
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THEATRE PREVIEW - RADIO PLAY « BY TRENT WILKIE | 499 words 


Christmas Is In Us More Than Once A Year 


- IT SHOULDN'T BE TRITE TO 
SAY THIS SEASON IS ABOUT 
KINDNESS, AND BELKE 
EXPLORES THIS SENTIMENT IN 
HIS NEW RADIO PLAY 





AGOODNESS TO HONEST CHRISTMAS 

‘Written by David Belke, performed by Janelle Jorde, Andrea 
House and Glenn Nelson with music by Paul Morgan Donald. 
Dec. 18 and 19.at 7-30 pm. Holy Trinity Anglican Church. 
(10037-84th Ave). 

Tickets are $15, $12 foe students and seniors, $8 for Zand 
under. 780-433-5530. 





There is a certain magic to Christ- 
mas that makes people a bit goofy. 
No, I'm not talking about my Grand- 
mother's “Absinthe Yule Pudding”, 
or my Grandfather's “Merry Peyote 
Pie.” According to playwright David 
Belke, the magic is in each of us. But 
we don't know it's there all the time. 
“Llove Christmas,” says Belke. “It's 
a higher aspiration | suppose. It gives 
us a belief that goodwill is possible 
in all people. One of'the nice things 
about Christmas is that it is tangible; 
people go out of their way to be nicer 
to one another and charitable dona- 
tions go up and that all just points 


to the possibility that people can be 
nice to one another all year round. 
If Christmas brings out the good in 
people that means that there is good 
in people all year round as well.” 

A Goodness to Honest Christmas 
is a written-for-radio Christmas tale 
revolving around young Jennifer 
Wrenn and her fixation on Christ- 
mas. Within Wren, played by Janelle 
Jorde, is a fire that burns year round 
just like the fire on the fireplace 
channel. 

“She's a 14-year-old Christmas 
enthusiast,” Belke explains. “She 
loves Christmas with every fiber 
of her being. Quite frankly, she’s a 
little bit over enthusiastic but she 
goes out of her way to celebrate the 
season. And as soon as December is 
over she's waiting in anticipation for 
next Christmas. She loves Christmas 
Day; she sees it as a magical wonder- 
ful day and that is the root of the 
celebration. And well, she learns that 
there is more to it than that.” 

“A Goodness to Honest Christ- 
mas is a radio play and that makes 
it completely different and unique in 
that aspect,” continues Belke. “I dida 


radio serial over two Fringes and re- 
ally enjoyed the experience, Radio is 
the real storytellers medium as it is 
all about the story. There is a real lib- 
eration as a writer because you don't 
have to worry about the limitations 
of the stage or casting and you cando 
anything and go anywhere that you 
can imagine, As long as you guide 
the audience through that world you 


will be fine.” 

So what is it about our lives that 
seem to stop us from making every 
day Christmas Day, besides there not 
being 365 Jesus’? 

“Our lives are so complicated and 
there are distractions and commit- 
ments everywhere,” Belke says. 
“There are a lot of things that de- 
mand our attention. | think one of 





FILE ILLUSTRATION 


the great things about Christmas 
is that it gives us an excuse to put 
some time aside and actually be with 
our families and be better neighbors 
and better people and actually think 
about others. Sometimes people 
need things outside of them to mo- 
tivate them into doing things they 
know they should be doing anyway 
and Christmas does that.” 








EXHIBITS 


ANOTHER BRUSH TL GALLERY, 10718-126 ST. TOJAN 16 
Gastoons and watercolours by Yardley Jones. Info: 452-9664. 
‘ART GALLERY KAMENA GALLERY, 5716 CALGARY TRAIL 
Featuring various artwork. Info: 944-9497. 
CELEBRATING THE SEASON SCOTT GALLERY, 10411-124 ST. 
TODEC24 New work by Wendy Wacko, Jim Stokes, Jim Visser, 
‘Ame Handley, Robert Sinclair, Leslie Poole, and Pamela | 
Thurston. Info: werw-scotigallery.com/466-3619. 
CRAZY FAMILY RED GALLERY, 9621 WHYTE AVE TO DEC 31 
Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom depicting her family over the 
years. Info: 498-1984/www.sedgallery.ca. 
DIAMONDS: MINED, REFINED, AND DESIGNED ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 7845-102 AVE TO.IAN I7 An exhibit | 
focusing on the processes of finding, extracting and cutting | 
diamonds. Info: 453-9100. 
EMMA LAKE: ENCOUNTERS LANDO GALLERY, 11730-105 
AVE TO.DEC 19 Solo exhibition by Brenda Chritiansen. Info: 
9900-1161 
FALLING FIELDS, STILLNESS AND MOTION STANLEY A. 
MILNER LIBRARY, #7 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE TO 
‘DEC 30 Ol Paintings by Lorraine Shulba. Info; 496-7030. 
FROM THE GROUND UP LANDO GALLERY, 11130-105 AVE. 
TODEC 19 Solo exhibition by Adele Knowle. Info:990-1161, | 
GLASS ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL, 1086-106 ST. TODECI9 An | 
‘exhibition of contemporary glass. Info: 488-6611. 
GROWING UP MCMULLEN GALLERY, 8440-112 ST. TODEC 
Zlllustrations by Crystal Driexiger, Davey Thompson, and 
‘Amanda Woodward. Info: 407-7152. 
ALITTLE BIT OF THIS, ALITTLE BIT OF THAT SIDESHOW 
GALLERY, 9609-82 AVE. TD JAN2 A group exhibition by 
‘Anthony Baker, Brandon Dalmer, Susan Fothergill, Marysol 
Foucault, Dana Holst, Travis McEwen, Esther Scott, Jodi 
‘Sharp, Jill Watamaniuk, and Laurel Westlund. Infor www. 
sideshowgallery.ca. 
LOVE LETTERS TO FEMINISM ASSINIBOIA HALL (U OF 
A), 114 ST.-89 AVE. TO DEC 31 Hosted by the U of A's Women 
Studies Program. 

” LOVE"EM, HATE’EM: CANADIANS AND THEIR: 





| 12845-102 AVE TO JAN 3] Artwork by Ted Harrison. Info:453- 


POLITICIANS MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUMS, ST. ANNE ST, ST. 
ALBERT TO FEB 14 Artwork depicting past political leaders. 
Info: 459-1528. 

MEDIUM SIZED DRY GOODS FAB GALLERY, AINE ARTS 
BUILDING, UOFA TO DEC 23 Artwork by J. Eric Steenbergen. 
Info: 492-3261. 

MINIATURES AND MORE CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE 
ALBERTA, 9103-95 AVE. TO DEC 23 Photography by Yves 
Caron, and artwork by various artists. Info: 461-3427, 
MUCH MORE MUNSCH ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 
2845-102 AVE. TO APR 6 An interactive extitit wtich brings 
‘some of the author's famous children’s stories to life. Info: 
453-9100. 

NANABOZHO: THE TAIL OF GIVING CATALYST THEATRE, 
8529 GATEWAY BLVD. TO DEC 20 Canvas and sculpture work 
by Jason Carter. 

NEW WORKS DANDY SALON, 11104-82 AVE. TO DEC31 Draw- 
ings by Moana Wasywich. Info: 433-7078. | 
NOCTURNAL PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON 
ST, ST. ALBERT TO DéC 24 Various art work by Chris Lavis, 
Maciek Szrerbowski, Karolina Kowalski, jim Davies, and 
Leona Cochrane. Infor 460-4310. 

ANORTHERN ALPHABET ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 


5100. 
NOW AND THEN PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA. 8555 
ROPER RD. TD.JAN 24 Photography by Images Camera Club. 
Info: 427-750. 

OBJECTS AND CURIOS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 9704-II 
AVE. DECZ] Awinter show and sale nfo: 474-761. 
APERFECT STATE OF HAPPINESS HARCOURT HOUSE 
GALLERY, RD FLR,10Z1S-TI2 ST. TO DEC 1 Sculptures 

by Ruth-Anne French and photography by Candace 
Makowichuk 


PORTRAIT HELMETS COMMON SENSE, 10546-115 ST. 70 
‘DEC 20 Sculptures by Ryan McCourt. Info: 482-2685. 

RUSS HOGER MULTICULTURAL CENTRE PUBLIC ART GAL- 
LERY, 5471-51 ST. STONY PLAIN TO JAN 20 Paintings by the 
Russ Hoger. Info: 963-2777. 

‘STREAM TO RIVER FRINGE GALLERY, 10516 WHYTE AVE. TO 
JAN 5 Oils on canvas by Jennfer Shook. info: 432-0240. 





‘SURROUNDINGS VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA GALLERY, 10215-1I2 
ST. TO.DEC 19 Photography by James Gaa, Aaron Falkenberg, 
and TJ McLachlan. Info: 4ZI-T731/vaaaartblog com. 

UNDER THE IMPRESSION [ET AL] FAB GALLERY, FINE 
ARTS BUILDING, U OF A TO DEC 23 An Exhibition of Print 
Portfolios. Info: 492-3261. 

VANISHING CULTURES ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845- 
102 AVE. TO JANI Photography by Larry Loute, documenting 
world cultures on the precipice of dramatic change. info: 
453-9100. 

VARIOUS WORK UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA (RM 1), 
T2ST.-89 AVE. TO DEC 23 Artwork by Allison Murray, and 
printmaking by Eric Steenbergen. info: 492-2081. 

VISIBLE WORK, INVISIBLE WOMEN EXTENSION CENTRE 
GALLERY, MAIN FLOOR ATRIUM, 10230 JASPER AVE. TO.JAN6 
Photography by Palagummi Sanath. info: 492-6442. 
WARM FUZZY AZIMUTH THEATRE, 11315-106 AVE. DECIB An 
evening of art and music. 8 p.m. 

WET PAINT STUDIO GALLERY, II PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT 
‘DEC 3T Artwork by the Visual Arts Studio Association. info: 
460-5993, 

WHEN YOU HAVE NOT BEEN THERE, YOUR HEART IS 
FULL OF LONGING HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY, 3RD FLR, 
10215-N12 ST. TO DEC 18 Photography by Lee Henderson. Info: 
426-4180. 

WINTER FANTASY AL OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE, 590 
BROADMOOR BLVD. SHERWOOD PARK TO DEC19 The Art 
Society of Strathcona County presents a show and sale. 
Info 922-6324. 


THEATRE 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL AXIS CAFE, 10349 JASPER AVETO 
‘DEC19 A condensed version of Charles Dickens’ classical 
Gwistmas tale, starring Andrew Legg. accompanied by 
formes ESO violist Aaron Au. 7:00 p.m. Tickets: www. 
aise. 
AGOODNESS TO HONEST CHRISTMAS HOLY TRINITY 
ANGLICAN CHURCH, 10037-84 AVE. DEC 18-19 Janelle Jorde, 
Andrea House. and Glenn Nelson star in David Belke's play 
about a girl who discovers the unsettling truth about the 


| pm Saturday at2 pun.and 7:30 pm. 





Christmas holiday. 730 p.m. Tickets: 433-5530, | 
BRIDGET RYAN’S BIG OL’ CHRISTMAS CABARET 
CATALYST THEATRE, 8529 GATEWAY BLVD. TO DEC 207:30 
pum Tickets: www.tivonthesquare.ca. 

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 
AVE. DEC 18-19 Teatro presents the classic holiday tale 

cof despair and redemption starring Jeff Haslam, Davina 
‘Stewart, Leona Brausen, Kendra Connor, Cathy Derkach, 
‘Andrew MacDonald-Smith, and Mark Meer. Friday at 7:30 


JOSEPH AND THE AMAZING TECHNICOLOR DREAM- 
COAT FESTIVAL PLACE, 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK 
DEC 18-IAN 3 A biblical saga of Joseph and his coat of many 
‘colors comes to life in the popular musical parable. Info: 
www festivalplace ah.ca/449-3378, 

LUCK BE A LADY JUBILATIONS DINNER THEATRE (WEM) TO 
JANZ3 Atribute to the music of Franks Sinatra, Dean Martin, 
and other Vegas legends. 

‘THE SUPER GROOVY ‘70S MAYFIELD DINNER THEATRE, 
16615-109 AVE. TO FEB 4 A tribute tothe far-out musicand 
fashion of the '70s music. Tickets: www.mayfieldtheatre.ca. 
U: THE COMEDY OF GLOBAL WARMING FINE ARTS 
‘BUILDING, UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA. 112 ST.-89 AVE, TO DEC 
20 an Leung directs Clinton Carew, Tim Hamaguchi, and 
Garett Spelliscy in the story of an oll tycoon and a climate 
change refugee entangled ina love tangle. Tickets: www. 
ticonthesquareca. 


COMEDY 


ALTERNATIVE TUESDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) TO 
DEC20 Doors 8 pum. Tickets: S12. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 
a 

COMEDY CLASS GRADUATES THE LAUGH SHOP, 2ND 
FLOOR, 10368 WHYTE AVE. DEC 22-23 Student's from Paul 
Sveen's comedy class perform. Tickets: wwrw.thelaughshop. 
@ 

‘THE DRUID COMEDY NIGHT 11606 JASPER AVE Profes- 





sional and amateur comedians, every Sun 89 p.m. 
ERIK GRIFFIN THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) TO DEC 20 With 
‘guests. 8 pum. Info; 483-5999, 


HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) 


| Amateur comedy. Doors @ 8 pum. Info: www.thecomicstrip. 


/483-5999. 

‘THE HYDEAWAY COMEDY NIGHT HYDEAWAY ALL AGES 
ART SPACE, 10209-100 AVE. Tuesdays at 9 p.m. 

KATE DAVIS YUK YUK’S CENTURY CASINO TO DEC 19 Tickets: 
481-9857, 

KEVIN MCGRATH THE LAUGH SHOP, 2D FLOOR, 10368 
WHYTE AVE. TO DEC 20 Tickets: www. 

MOSTLY WATER ROXY THEATRE, 10708-126 ST. DEC 19 

A comedic variety show with special guest Linda Duncan. 
Tickets: 453-2440. 

NELSON GILES COMEDY FACTORY, #408, 3414 GATEWAY. 


| BLVD. TODEC19 Info: 469-4999. 


‘SEAN LECOMBER THE COMIC STRIP (WEM) DEC 23-27 With 
‘guests. 8 pum. Infor 483-9999. 


IMPROV 


CHIMPROV VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE. Hosted 
‘by Rapid Fire Theatre. Every Sat except for last Sat of the 
month. Doors & 11 p.m. info: www.sapidfiretheatre.com. 
DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 AVE Live 
improvised soap opera. Mondays at 730 p.m. 
‘THEATRESPORTS VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329-83 
AVE. Weekly improv show hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre. 
Every Fri. Doors @T1 p.m. $10 at the door. 


READINGS 
& LECTURES 


‘AN EVENING OF POETRY UPPER CRUST CAFE, 10909-86 
AVE Mondays at 7 p.m. 

POETRY READINGS ROUGE LOUNGE, 1011-117 ST. Every 
Tuesday with local poets. 8 pum. Info: 902-5900. 








sol )FEP FREEZE 


A BYZANTINE WINTER FESTIVAL 
JANUARY 9 & 10, 2010 


9210 - 


118 AVE 
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VOLUNTEER! 


Our winter festival needs your help! 
To volunteer, contact 
Judy 780-496-1913 
judy. allan@edmonton.ca 


* More information and schedule 
at artsontheave.org 
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SEX ADVICE |1.294 words 


Reader Needing Permission To ‘Explore’ 


SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 

THIS HUSBAND IS NO TIGER 
IN THE BEDROOM AND HIS 
YOUNG WIFE IS GROWLING 
INFRUSTRATION 





I've been married four years and 
have a beautiful baby boy with my 
husband. I enjoy sex a lot, even a 
bit of BDSM. My husband, on the 
other hand, isn't “driven by sex,” 
as he likes to put it, and will try 
tying me up if that’s what I “real 
ly want.” You'd think if he wasn't 
driven by sex, the few times we 
did have sex, he would last for 
a while, but he lasts at best five 





sion. Not to explore, as it's not in my 
power to grant you permission to do 


that. You have my permiss: 





to go 
and demand permission to explore 
from your lazy, selfish, inconsiderate 
husband. Renegotiate your deal. You 
have needs, they're not being met, 
and he doesn't seem interested in 
meeting therm. Tell him that you will 
remain sexually exclusive — only his 
cock gets near your holes (for now) 


and de 


mand permission to at least explore 





— but you want and ne 
erotic-but-not-fully-sexual kink with 
others. Sell it to him as something 
that relieves him of the burden of 
having to do this stuff — kink — with 
you and/or feeling bad about not do- 


ing this stuff with you 


I'm a straight man, age 26. I was 
just dumped by a married couple 
The wife was very sadistic, and 
the husband did not enjoy pain 
When we got together, she would 


OUCH, DAMN IT, CHRIST! — hav 
ing your black-and-blue ass around 


anymore, due to the wife's actions 


and so you're out. Unfair, yes, but 
there's not a lot you can do about it 


besides move 


Iam a 22-year-old bisexual male 
who goes to a small, prestigious 
liberal-arts college in the Midwest 
I've had boyfriends, girlfriends 
and one-night stands, but I have 
never really felt like sex worked 
out as well as I imagine it could. 1 
have a dominant personality, and 
people tend to follow me. Perhaps 
for this reason, I have fetishized 
submission, I imagine I would be 
into bondage and domination. I 
think | am a bit more attracted to 
women and would love to find a 
woman who takes a strong, domi 
nant role in our relationship. | 
feel like 1 am always expected to 


make the first move with women, 





THERE MAY BE ONE OR TWO YOUNG WOMEN KICKING AROUND YOUR SMALL, PRESTIGIOUS 
LIBERAL-ARTS COLLEGE WHO FANTASIZE ABOUT TAKING THE LEAD, ABOUT TYING UP AND 
DOMINATING THEIR BOYFRIENDS ... BUT THEY'RE NOT GOING TO BE TOTTERING AROUND 
CAMPUS IN HIGH-HEELED BOOTS AND LATEX AND LEATHER. 





minutes, On the occasional blue 
moon, it'll be about 10 minutes. 
My problem is, all I can think 
about is getting fucked by some 
stranger with no strings attached 
so I can get rid of this heartbreak, 
for lack of a better word. But I 
always back out, because I don't 
want to risk my family or my hus- 
band’s happiness. I don't want to 
be a cheater, Dan, but I don’t want 
to spend the rest of my life having 
missed out on my “sexual prime” 
because my husband already ex- 
perienced his. I should mention 
that he’s 35 and I'm 23. L also have 
a few poly friends who are kinky 
and they preach to me that being 
monogamous is a mistake and I 
can seek out kinky play with oth- 
ers without it being sexual. Please 
be as brutal as possible 

Permission 2 Explore Please 


Before I get to your question, P2EP, 
a programming note: FUCK, OUCH, 


DAMN IT, CHRIST! I'm suffering | 


from some sort of carpal-tunnel/ 
repetitive-motion/too-much-beat 
ing-off injury, and it feels like my 
right arm is on fire. Every letter I 
type sends a blast of white-hot pain 
up my arm and into my head and 
FUCK, OUCH, DAMN IT, CHRIST! 
Since I'm in a great deal of pain here, 
I thought it only appropriate that | 
give the column over to letters about 
BDSM. That way, someone — my 
kinkiest readers — can enjoy my suf- 
fering. 

OK, P2€P, you have my permis- 





hurt me (TT, CBT, flogging) be- 
fore fucking. him. The wife asked 
if I wanted to play alone some- 
time, and I said, “Yes.” When she 
asked her husband and told him 
that she had already checked with 
me and I was willing, he said that 
I had violated our agreement. It 
isn't easy finding people into SM 
where we live — the Bible Belt of 
Canada — and playing alone was 
her idea, not mine. What do I do? 
Dumped Up North 


You move. The husband is blam 
ing you because it's less consequen- 
tial than blaming the wife. But he's 
clearly not comfortable — FUCK, 


which has led me to prefer hook- 
ing up with men. I just wonder 
if there is anything I could do to 
find a woman who'd be into domi- 
nating me 

Idon't really like making the first 
move, but I've found just waiting 
and looking pretty doesn't work 
too well with women. Are there 
some ladies 1 could approach, 
and after the initial flirting, the 
dynamic would change and they 
would take the lead? How would I 
know who these people are? 

Not Sure What I Want 


There may be one or two. young 
women kicking around your small, 
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prestigious liberal-arts c 
fanta: 











about taking the 


college who 


lead, about 














the young 


women 


tying up and dominating their boy- yc to encounter at your 
friends, NSWIW, but they're not go- _ prestig college: A lot of women 
ing to be tottering around campus with naturally dominant and/or sa 
in high-heeled boots and latex and distic streaks — women who will 
leather. And even dominant women one day really enjoy BDSM — don't 
who are out tend to observe/suc realize it until that first submissive 
umb to the same cultural norms/ boyfriend draws it out of them. So if 
practices that you find frustrating, ma want 1p, pegged and 

example, they tthe male to bossed around while you're at col 
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Y How many known tattoo's does Rihanna have? 


e-mail the answer to win@see. greatwest.ca by 
Monday December 21, 2009 @ noon 


Chat with 100's-of HOT naughty girls! 


FREE 


Calgary 
403-313-3311 
Other Cities 


1-877-834-4044 
Dal HATE 4328) 


,1.0,1;BABES T 


| SAVAGE (cont'd from p. 34) 


lege, NSWIW, you need to be para- 
doxically assertive about your sub- 
missive tendencies. You may have 
to ask four or five girls, or a dozen, 
before you hit the jackpot (before 
you ask a dominant girl), but you will 
have to take the lead 


I am a 24-year-old lesbian who 
has been out for five years. I am 
also hot, vain, in shape, and kinky 
as all hell. I suppose I'm what 
you'd call a “lipstick lesbian.” In 
any event, I like being thrown 
around, tied up, gagged, etc. One 
of my all-time favourite fanta- 
sies is the lesbian equivalent of 
pegging, for example, being done 
up the ass by a hot woman with 
a strap-on. I like the vanilla stuff 


as well — holding, kissing, cud- 
dling, dyking it up — but what I'm 
really into is bondage. And my 
last girlfriend dumped me when I 
mentioned that I liked to be tied 
up. My question is, are there other 
young, kinky, sexaholic feminine 
lesbians/bisexual 
there? Am I a complete freak? Or 
am I just being a sexually selfish 
boor? Should I just try to let go of 
my kinks? 
Domination Yearnings Keep En 


women out 


counters Stimulating 

PS. Thank you so much for all 
the times you've emphasized that 
straight men who are into pegging 
are just that — straight. It helped me 
to accept that my own pegging fanta 
sies don’t make me any less a lesbi- 


an, because so much of their appeal 
comes from the fact that it would be 
a woman doing the pegging 

Only a small percentage of women 
are lesbians, DYKES, and an even 
smaller number of that already-small 
number are kinky. Your best strategy 
is to be out about your kinks from 
the start, so that you don’t waste any 
more of your time and vanity-induc- 
ing hotness on women who won't tic 
your ass up. 

And finally: FUCK, OUCH, DAMN 
IT, CHRIST! 


Find the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) 
every Tuesday at 
thestranger.com/savage 


mail@savagelove.net 





BATON SG: 


SOL eSas 


hristmas Bureau 
of Edmonton 
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(jut? SINGLES IN YOUR CITY! 


Get your 


TRIAL 
NOW! 


Calgary 


403-770-0990 
Other Cities 


1-888-482-8282 


ry 
403-313-3330 


1-900-451-3333 


Edmonton 


780-665-0808 
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Kahlua® Espresso Martini 


The Kings took pleasure in the simpler 
things, like massive temples, solid gold 
of Kahlua coffee liqueur. 
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0515. Notices 


NOTICE TO PERSONS who are 


Trust (1986). The beneficiaries of 
The Sawridge Band Inter-Vivos 
Settlement at any particular time 
aro all persons who at that time 
The 


RSC. 1970, Chapter 1-6 as such 
provisions existed on the 15th 
day of April, 1982 and, in the 


that they quality or may quality as 
beneficiaries of either or both of 


contact. Paul Bujold, Trust 
Administrator by mail at 801, 
4445 Calgary ‘Trail =~ NW, 


email at Pavl@sawndgetrusts.ca 
of by telephone at 780-988-7723 
or by fax at 780-988-7726 listing 
the particulars supporting their 
claim to be a beneficiary of The 


ity Announcements 


PROVINCE-WIDE 
CLASSIFIEDS. Reach over 1 
million readers weekly. Only 
$259. + GST (based on 25 words 
or jess). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details. 


00. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


ARE YOU highly motivated? 
for 3 self motivated 
people to set up and lear to 
operate office outiets. Free online 
training, $1500.+/month. 
wwew. best youre. com. 


specialize in marketing, mining, 
managing and ~—_recaiming 
aggregate resources. Contact 
Tom 1-888-784-4400 for more 
information. 


MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part For more 
Info call 1-866-978-2569. 


9700. Support Groups 


ARE DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
Narcotics Anonymous can help. 
780-421-4429/www.eana.ca_ 

410, Education/Training 


MEDICAL __ TRANSCRIPTION 
RATED #2 for at-home jobs. 


Contact at 
1-800-466-1535; 
www canscribe.com; 
info@canscribe.com, 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


#1 IN PARDONS. Remove your 
criminal record. Express Pardons 
offers the fastest pardons, lowest 
prices, and it’s guarantood. BBB 
accredited. Free consultation. 
Toll = free_—«1-866-416-6772, 
www. ExpressPardons. 


ATTENTION APPRENTICES! 
Limited seats available in Heavy 
E 5 ‘Automotive, 





BODY SHOP in Brooks, Alberta 
Is looking for Bodyman & Painter. 
Flat rate of pay & benefits. Fax 
resume 403-362-2708 or call 
403-362-7670. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta 


CAD 


‘equipment and buildings, check 


or email: 
cfitzgerald@doalimetal.com 
Must supply 3 references. 


CARMACKS ENTERPRISES 
Highway Divisions —_requires 
te Bs por 


project layout, data recording, 
funning base line and final 
grades, consulting with clients, 
engineers, hiring and training 
‘Suppor survey stat 
Qualifications: Graduate post 
secondary program related to 
survey or equivalent experience 
Background in municipal highway 
‘and bridge construction. Must be 
proficient with conventiorial and 

Survey Technology. 


organize and ensure the timely 
cost effective completion of work 
activitias relating to paving 
contracts; Qualifications: Sevoral 
years supervinory field 
experience in paving 
environment, strong leadership & 
‘communication sults, sound 
technical understanding of paving 
equipment. Bridge Division 
requires “‘Lead Hand. Sub- 
Foreman" for bridge projects. 
Minimum 10 years bridge 
experience with carpenter's ticket 
praterred. Must be prepared to 
work out of town. Must have valid 
Alberta Class 5 drivers licence, 
wiling to travel, can satisty drug 


and alcohol testing when 
required. Fax resume in 
confidence 780-955-8623 quoting 
position applied for 

CHEAP TELEPHONE 
RECONNECT] Low rates, fast 
connections, reliable service. 


Internet & long distance offered. 
Ask about holiday discounts! Call 
now ~ Phone Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; 
www.phonetactory.ca 


CHIEF OF Emergency Services, 
Town of Taber. Responsible for 
EMS, Fire and Rescue 
management, administration and 
‘operations. For further 
information contact. Human 
Resources, Town of Taber, 
4900A - 50 St, Taber, AB, T1G 
1T1. Phone 403-223-5500 ext 
5507. Email: tw@taberca or 
website: www .taber.ca. 


ELECTRICIAN and Millwright 
Apprentices. Register for your 
January intake at the GPRC 
Grande Prairie Campus now. 
Very limited seats still available, 
Gall 1-888-539-4772 or register: 
twadesecrets,gov.ab ca 


FORD-CERTIFIED Diesel 
Technicians required to work in 
Northen Alberta. Average 
monthly income $10,000. 5 days 
on and 2 days otf OR 10 days on 
and 4 days olf, All expenses 
paid. Reply to: Diesel Technician, 
P.O, Box 304, 9768 - 170 St, 
Edmonton, AB, TST SL4 





GO TO YOUR next job interview 
with Pre- 
employment Welder, Millwright 
Machinist. 16 wook program - 
Grande Prairie Campus. Write 
1st year apprenticeship exam. 
1-888-539-4772; 
www gpre.ab.ca. 





HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC, 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


New Hydraulic 
Division located in Estevan, SK. 
Other duties will include sales, 


coordinating, delegating & 
managing all Hydraulic projects. 
Applicants must be journeyman 
hydraulic mechanic with 3 years 
‘experience, ‘Must have 
knowledge of drilling rig 
hydraulics, capable of working in 
fast paced environment in a 
etiective and organized manner. 
Apply to: Do All Metal 

Fax 306-634-8623 or 
email: amantei@doallmetal.com 
Must supply 3. references & 
desired salary. 


‘SALESPERSON Employer 
with 


would be an asset. Must be able 
to work flexible shifts and have a 
valid driver's licence. Apply to: Do 
A) Metal Fabricating, Estevan, 
sk Email: 
tschlingmann@doalimetal.com. 
Fax 306-634-8623, 


SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Ne 
business? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are ooking Visit: 
www.awna.com/resumes_add.ph 
ry 


WANTED LIVE-IN CAREGIVER 


by older farm lady with 
Rheumaloid Arthritis, confined to 
wheelchair. Require —_ personal 


care, meals, etc. Prefer driver 
Phone Marianne 780-656-2349, 
‘Smoky Lake. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Job Shadow Volunteers Needed! 
Host a U of A student in your 
‘workplace in February. 
www.caps ualberta.ca_ 


Operation Red Nose is looking 
for drivers, dispatchers, and 
kitchen help. Please contact at 
780-428-9299 o1 at 
spiritkeeper.ca. 


RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
is looking for groups interested in 
preparing a meal for our families. 
The “Home for Dinner” program 
allows tired and stessed parents 
to return from the hospital to a 
wonderful home cooked meal 
Joan@rmhnorthemalberta.org 

or call 780 439-5437 


The Sexual Assault Centre is 
recruiting volunteers for our 24 
hours crisis line. We otter 50 
hours of crisis intervention 
training at no charge, Pisase call 
Joy at 780-423-4102 or email at 
joys@sace.ab.ca for more 
information. 


Volunteers Wanted 
Ice on Whyte Festival, Jan 14-24, 
2010, visit www iceonwhyte.ca 
‘and click on volunteer. 


1700. Employment Wanted 


NANNIES/CAREGIVERS skilled 
workerslabourers. Overseas 
workers (nannies, convenient 
restaurant workers & 
much more) ae seeking 
employment in Canada. All are 
well trained and/or experienced 
field. Phone Worldwide 
Caregivers Inc. 780-709-0005; 
www worldwidecaregivers.ca. 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Hip and trendy downtown 
bohemian style boutique now 
accepting unique and original 

clothing and art on 


consignment 
PLEASE CONTACT Christine 
at 780-902-2225 or 
modaboho@gmail.com. 


Promotional Photography and 
Design by Elaine 


Band photos. CO covers. 
Postcard. Posters. Invitations 
Want it a little edgy? Something 
different? What ever your needs | 
can meet them with a creative 
twist at a reasonablo price. Coll 
Elaine at 780-7 10-5697 or email 
‘atewannechko@hotmall.com. 
Image Site: 
http:yAvww. flickr convphotos/alain 
egail 


2010. Musicians Available 





t 

Expid drummor flpt. Looking for 
countryirock/blues gigs. Many 
styles, with years exp. and 
touring. Call Glenn at 
780-233-7664 


JOHNNY CASH TRIBUTE 
BAND, Call 780-699-7685. 


‘Sound Systems available 0 
‘clubs or commercial premises, 
lease or purchase. 
{Lrex_audio@shaw.ca 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 


Bass player with strong harmony 


Local alt-rock/pop: punk band 
Colour in Contlict needs solid 
bassisbackup vocalist. Large 
catalogue of original tunes, 


780-913-3242 or exrail 
colourincontlict@gmail.com 


Looking for musicians interested 
in forming an Oasis Tribute Band 
Frontman must be able to play a 
wicked tambourine. Call 
7805545632 for more 
Information, 


Professional metal band seeks 
dedicated guitarist and bass 

player. No coke heads etc. Call 
952.4927 3 


Top 40 cover band. Seeking 
experienced drummer. Serious 
inquiries only. Call Rob at 
780-905-8406 


2040. Music Instruction 


200. Massage Therapy 


HEALING TOUCH MASSAGE: 
Relaxing and deeply nourishing, 
Whyte Avenue Area Non sexual 
7 days. Aimasta 780-405-8705 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


3010. Auctions 


MEIER = GUN —_ AUCTION, 
‘Saturday, December 19, 11 am, 
6016 - 72A Avenue, Edmonton 


Over 250 guns - selling all 
classes of handguns, niles and 
shotguns, ammo and 
miscellaneous. Call — Meier 
Auction to consign 
780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's 
equipment, real estate, livestock 
‘or a comploto farm disperoal 


Contact us today! 
1-800-491-4494 or 
rauction.com. 

3210. Misc. For Sale 


$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Choice = Tel_~—nowl 
1-888-333-1405, r 


BUILDING SALE! Priced to sell! 
Canadian manufacturer _ since 
Final Clearance! 


affordable ‘prices. 
1-800-668-5111 ext 170 for free 
‘brochure, 


3210. Misc. For Sale 


alan_way@bowvalleytord.com. 


Home Phone Reconnect. Call 
1-866-287-1348. Prepaid long 
distance specials! Feature 


package specials! Reterral 
program! Dont be without a 
home Call to connect 


phone. 
now! 1-866-287-1348, 


LAPTOPS FROM $399. or 
$25/month. Limited time and 


quantities. Easy —_ financing 
Telephone approval. Call 
1-877-992-9992. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36° HiTenToughrib 29a. 
Galvalume $.63 sq. ft. Colours 
$76 sq ft IN STOCK 2530 
year warranty. = ALTA-WIDE 
Builders ‘Supplies 
1-888-263-8254. 
ODD AND UNUSUAL ART 
PRINTS 


from local Albertan artist 
www blackyehti.com 


LAKE LOUISE 


the season. — Accommodation 
deals 10. Go to skilouise.com, 


SYDNEY CROSBY game tickets 
for the Oilers January 14 game 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
This is the only Pittsburgh game 
for the next 2 years. Thess 
fans in rural 
Alberta/NWT only $249. each, 
dinner included. Seats are 
limited! Call Dash Tours and 
Tickets 1-800-265-0000 


3240. Travel/Trade 


GIVE THE GIFT of Travel 
Perfect gift for anyone that likes 


to getaway. For employees, 
family, friends. of cents. To 
order call 1-866-503-7666 or 


www.gotravelcanada comigiftottr 
aval 


4310. Grain/Feed/Hay 


HAY SALE / Delivery and 


photography, a family run 
business. Call 480-296-1846. 


HEATEDIGREEN Canola 
wanted. Buying green. heated or 
frozen Canola...Buying: oats, 
barley, & peas for 
feed. Buying damaged or 
‘offgrade grain. “On farm Pickup" 
Westcan Feed & Grain 
1-877-250-5252. 


ROUND HAY BALES for sale, 


Real Estate Misc. 


FARM LAND WANTED for 
qualified buyers. Any amount 
sections, farms, 
be reasonably 
Derksen, 
Discover Real 





NEED MONEY? Own = your 
home? Good or bad credit, we 
can help. Refinance today and 
start saving. Apply today at 
or call 





CLEAN, RENOVATED 
TOWNHOUSE! 
Grandin Village 

St Albert, AB 
1200+ square feet. 3 
bedrooms, 1.5 baths. 


‘Spacious, bright, 5 new 


backyard, backs onto green 

space. N/S, pets negotiable. 1 

yr lease, $1450/mo inci util + 
D.D. Available Jan 15th 


58 Manuf 

2001 TRIPLE M Mobile Home: 
76% 16’, located in Lloydminster, 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 


Jocated in Uoydminster for sale 
by Tender. Check website’ 
www.mcdougallauction.com or 
phone 306-652-4334, 
Lic#3 16116. 








5800. Manuf. Homes - Sale 


2010 MODELS - immediate tree 


delivery anywhere in Alberta. 20 
X 76, 1500 sq. fi. loaded with 
$117,900 


options, 
1-800-463-0084; 
www. jandethomes.com. 


(CROSS COUNTRY HOMES - 
Winter Clearance, 1520 sq. fl 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, 20 X 76 
manufactured home Reduced to 
$125,900, Savings of $15,000, 
Lots of homes —_ reduced! 
780-470-6000. 


NEED A NEW HOME or cottage 
for spring. New plans in stock. 22 
X 76, 1672 sq. fi staring at 
$117,850. Order now and avoid 
the disappointment of higher 
prices and longer waiting time. 
Visit our show lot at Pleasant 


Homes or call us at 
780-939-3584 or 
1-866-962-0238. 


PRICES REDUCED on two 08 
in-stock models. Ask about the 
‘ie Chateau” reduced from 
$139,900. to $114,900. Only one 
Chateau left, call now. 
‘Commonwealth Homes, 
Lethbridge 403-920-2012 or toll 
free 1-200-640-2012 43rd Sueet 
‘South just south off Hwy 3 


SHOW HOME Clearance Sale on 
now! With over 30 homes on 
display at our three Airdrie 
locations - We have the home for 
youl —_ www.acreage-homes,ca. 
Call 403-945-1272 


SPRING DELIVERY SPECIAL 
December 1, 2009 to March 1, 
2010. Order your modular home 
for spring delivery and receive 
$5000. factory direct discounts. 
Single and multi section homes 
delivered by June 30, 2010 


quality. Ask about in stock 
specials, Best Buy Homes. 
Airdrie 1-877-275-5555. Red 


Deer 1-877-396-5564. 


6100. GETS 


$0 DOWN at Auto Credit Fast 
Need a vehicle? Good or bad 
credit call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599, 
www aulocreditfast.ca. $500. free 
Christmas cash with purchase. 
OAC. DLN 30309. 


ADVANCE ENGINE SUPPLY. 
Fully stocked with 
temanutactured & used cut out 
engines at affordable prices. Sale 


on 34L, 1996 - 2002 GM 
engines. Toll tree 
1-877-465-2702 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models, 


Professional credit _rebuilders. 
Delivery Available. Call Garth 
403-888-5593 or 


1-866-476-1938, Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp, serving 
Alberta for 20 years. 


NEED A VEHICLE? Need money 
for Christmas? Up to $10,000. 
cash back! No credit refused. 
Rebuild your credit. Over 400 
vehicles to choose from. Call Will 
or Ashley today! 1-888-289-8935, 


SAVE UP TO $400. on your car 
insurance. Clean driving record? 


Call Grey Power today at 
1-866-428-0890 for no-obligation 
quote. Additional discounts 
available. 


WANT A VEHICLE but stressed 
about your credit? Last week 11 
‘out of 14 applications approved! 
We fund your future not your 
past. Any credit. $500. Christmas 
c a s n H 
www.coastineautocredit.com oF 
1-888-208-3208. 


19301 Adult Talk 





205. Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit 
$3.19/minute. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800, 
www.mysticalconnections.ca. 


245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no creda refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 
Installments. Tot Free 
1-877-776-1660. 


CLEAN DRIVING RECORD? 
Grey Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance, Call 
1-888-623-5050 for no-obligation 
quote. Additional discounts 
available 


CRIMINAL RECORD? We can 
t Tho National Pardon 


help! 
Centre* is RCMP Accredited. For 
better price and better service 


Visit: www nationalpardon.org, 
Call 403-698-8800 or 
1-866-242-2411, 

DEBT CONSOLIDATION 


PROGRAM. Helping Canadians 
repay debts, reduce or eliminate 
interest, regardless of your credit 
Steady income? You may quality 


for instant help. Considering 
bankruptcy? Call 
1-877-220-3328, Free 
consultation, government 


approved, BBB member. 


IF YOU OWN your home, Alpine 
Mortgage will lend you money. 
W's that simple. Your credit age or 


Income is not an issue, 
www AlpineMorigage.CA. 


Servicas 

CRIMINAL RECORD? = Think 
Canadian pardon. US. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record check), 


Divorce? Simple. Fast 
Inexpensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection to $25,000. 


9 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540, 


9005. Personals| 


1003 of HOT urban singles 

are looking to hookup NOW 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780-401-2332 ** 403-770-079 


Absolutely HOT chat! 18+ 
free to try, local singles waiting 
780-669-2323 “* 403-770-0990 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 

talk dirty After Hours! 

Try It FREE! 18+ 

780-665-0808 ** 403-313-3330 


DATING SERVICE 
term/short-term 
free calls! 


adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 - 1-866-311-9640, Meet on 
chatlines. Local single ladies 
1-877-804-5381 (18+). 


9160. Adult Personals 


Sizzle with SEXY Singles 
‘Call 780-490-2257 

‘Or 800-210-1010 

Free w/ code 4995 

www livelinks.com 


www d-play.ca 
NEW YEARS EVE 2010 
‘Swingers Hotel Party Edmonton 
Club Open Every Friday & 
‘Saturday 780-487-PLAY (7529) 


50. Adult Ma: 
ANNALISE LANE 
780-965-2377 
100% 


Call For Hours: 
Mature, Flat Rate. 





age 
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ASTROLOGY « DEC. 17-23 - BY THE KID 


CRUISIN’ 


SEE PAIRS (NOV. 22-DEC ZI) 
If you figure that you can do it then you 
might as well roll up your sleeves and get 
right down to It, Of course, it ain't gonna be 
as easy as you may think, and if you do give 
ita go, you'll kick up a big stink. Now, you 
should be able to do whatever you wish, but 
have you asked yourself, in the end, what 
it'lLaccomplish? 
CAPRICORN (ve 2-1Mi.19)' 
The trouble with bein’ an earth sign is 
although you're rock-solid, you're often too 


Confusion, the chaos and the cries, there's 
always a way to capitalize. This week, 
‘search your soul, and you'll find a gig where, 
through these tryin’ times, both your wallet 
and heart can stay big! 


NT (way 71 -JUNE20) 
In your mind you may think you're the best, 
and though it may be true, what you need 
todo Is lay that idea to rest. If you come on 
strong, you'll stumble, ‘cause now’s the time 
to be humble. This week, struttin’ around 
like the cock 0° the walk is just gonna stick 





THEC COSMOS @ ¢ 


(UNE 2} - SY 27) 
No matter how you feel, your heart’s actu- 
ally fine. The trouble exists upstairs in your 
mind. This weekend you may get dem ol’ 
kozmic blues, but no need to worry — when 
it's over, you'll get some good news! 


(YB - G22) 
This week you'll be especially susceptible 
to Don Quixote syndrome. in other words. 
you'll tilt at windmills tryin’ to topple ‘em 


‘Over, but you've got as much chance of suc- 


ceedin’ as findin’ a whole field of four-leaf 


(6. 3 -SEPT.Z2) 
While you're waitin’ for the other shoe to 
drop, all related activities oughtta stop. 
Until you've been furnished with the final 
decision, you'll have the karmic equivalent 
Of Impaired vision. You can still drive but It'll 
be hard to steer, and you won't know where 
you're goin’ if your windscreen ain't clear! 


(ST.B-00.2) 
Retreatin’ from the world's a good way to 
fest. but when it comes to success that 
strategy ain't always the best. Like they say, 





you, and if their attention you shirk, you're 
not really takin’ advantage of your network! 


(0CT.23-NOV.21) 
For you, this week ts all about humbleness, 
and if you don't bow your head to fate, 
you'll land yourself in a mess. Asa water 
‘Sign, you should already know that when 
you go with the flow, everything tums out 
fine. The more you try to impose your will 
the more expensive it'll be when you get 
karma’s bill! 


staid or stolid. This week, when an impulse 
comes outta the blue, shake the dust off 
your hooves and follow on through. anes ae See 
Life'll soon greatly improve, as long as 
your actions remain true to you! 


you between a hard place and a rock! Clover. Stick to the tasks you can handle, 


‘cause you can't blow out a Roman candle! 


It's not what but who you know that helps 
to make them dollars flow. People do like 








(JAN 20 - FEB.1B) 
Take time to reflect your truce to 
determine whether It's any use. Sure, it 
may bring relief, butitcanalsocause | 
you grief. You figure the pact lets you lay 
back 'n’ relax, but it leaves you open if 
your foe attacks. Well, keep on your toes 
and if that’s how it goes, you'll be able to 
Stop ‘em dead in their tracks! 








SCES (re. 19 - MARCH 20) 
Be sneaky and sly and you may get 
where you want to, but don't be sur- 
prised if the karma comes back to haunt 
you. No matter how well you've planned 
it. you'll sabotage success if you act 

underhanded, Conduct yourself honestly 
| and out in the open, and you'll get even 
more than for what you've been hopin’! 


5 (MARCH 21~ APRIL 19) 
What goes up must come down, so | 
| No reason to frown. There ain't no use 
| fightin’ it either, so let events take their 
| natural course and don't waste your time 
| tryin’ to flog a dead horse. Soon enough | 
} 


you'll start to rise, and then you'll be 
back again with that shine in your eyes! 


JRUS (APRIL 20-MAY 20) 
By now you earth signs all know the 
score — big economic booms are the 
result of a war. That's "cause among the 





Wrap up your holiday shopping with 
gift ideas from our members and staff. 





9450. Adult Mi 








aes Been 
Hot German Benda /carewel 


Open late —- weekdays until 9:00pm 
through December 23. 


cELI Adult Talk 





MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT 


12328 - 102 Avenue NW, Edmonton | mec.ca CO-OP 
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BEST OF THE 
DECADE, PART 2 


COVERING 2002-2003. 




















JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 





























62009 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editorfjonesincrosswords.com) 

















ACROSS 

1 One who soon becomes a jr. 

5 Rep. group 

8 Improv finish? 

1) Recent Chevrolet hatchback 

12 Rowboat need 

13 Like Spock’s nerve pinch 

16 Paul from “American Splendor,” one 
of Salon.com’s 10 Best Movies of 2003 
18 When mastodons roamed 

19 Upside-down food packaging that 
made BusinessWeek's Best Products 
of 2002 list 

21 Pick me! | know the answer!” call 
23 Finish up the paperwork 

24 Prepared 

25 Fluffy ‘do 

26__ King Cole 

28 “Peer _* (Ibsen play) 

30 Stroke of luck 

32 Spherical opening? 

34 Killer whale 

38 Game from IGNPC's Best of £3 
2003 Awards (for Best Persistent 
Online Title) 

4)*__ petit placidam sub libertate 
quietem” (Massachusetts motto) 
42 Craft-y tabloid subjects? 

43 Science that focuses on cancer 
abbr. 

44 Suffix with kitchen 

46 Anatomically incorrect male doll 


48 Mulan (Chinese legend that a 
Disney film was based on) 

49 Glastonbury _ (hill in England) 
52__ spumante 

54 Psychoanalyst Alfred and name- 
sakes 

56 Mean-sounding Elvis Costello solo 
album on NPR's Best Music of 2002 
ist 

59 Gazelle relative 

60 Yann Martel best-seller that won 
the 2002 Man Booker Prize for Fiction 
63 Philosophy that deals with yin. 
and yang 

64__ de parfum 

65 Yuletide 

66 Bad letters stamped on a check 
67 Sun, in Ibiza 

68 Figure skater’s jump 


DOWN 

|Get droopy 

2 Prefix meaning “egg” 
3Times with the most activity 
4 Prefix before -pathic 

5 "Ha, | fooled you!” 

6 Inaugural reading 

7 Toyota hybrid 

8 “Just so__ you know...” 

9 Sings like Mel Torme 

10 Muppet Sam, for one 

13 Mnemonic for colors of the spec- 


trum, starting at the other end 

14 E, Coast home of the Huskies 

15 Nair competitor 

17 Made up (for) 

20 Halloween costume component 
with ears and a snout 

2) go into the wild blue yonder...” 
22 Acrylic fiber trademark 

77 Crisp fabric for ball gowns 

29 Undecided 

3] Swiss abstract painter Paul 

33 Time for a late lunch, maybe 

35 Teen actress who plays Kayla on 
“Desperate Housewives” 

36 Plastic explosive variety, spelled 
out 

37 Book of locations 

39 Performed better than Michael 
Phelps, say 

40 “With two,” in Italian musical 
works 

45 Coin-flip call 

47 Quite a talking-to 

49 Goofball 

50 Slightly exasperated exclamation 
5] Properties that are taken back 
53 Many Caribbean crulse stops 

55 "Mean" hotelier Helmsley 

57 Ingenue 

58 “Bye, Bruno” 

61 Number one concern? 

62 Home from school, say 
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|CPAL HAPPENINGS - WITH BILL BENSON 








UKE An EOTOT-.. 


‘You OK? 





Office administration 


15 Alberta institutions 
400+ online courses 
40+ online programs 

1 location 


Online learning gives you the flexibility to: 


© Complete your courses and program at your own pace 
© Learn from home 


© Work towards a new credential without interrupting 
your current career 


24-7 technical support provided. ry 


e@CampusAlberta oa 


Where life and learning click™ 


Register now for winter classes. 
www.ecampusalberta.ca 
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monday 


Souljah Fyah at the Haven Social Club, 9 p.m. 





DECEMBERLU 
MUSIC | RAESPOON 
| Fromsheto he. this Calgary 
native wll folk wth you 
all night long. One album 
release party that you do 
| not want to miss. 
| The ARTery,7 p.m. 
| 
| 


2 








DECEMBER& 


event | THEBLACK 
DOG'S CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION PARTY 
‘We'veall scraped up our last 
shilling to grab a pint at the 
ity’s favonite watering hole. 
The place where everybody 
knows your name would like 
to thank you for doing so, 
The Black Dog, 7 p.m. 





the back 


This ice sculpture of a house in the woods at the Legislature 
is part of the seasonal lights that are turned on every year. 
PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON/EPIC PHOTOGRAPHY 





see magazine’s ten-day forecast of events in edmonton 


tuesday 


DECEMBEREE 
theatre | JosepH 


| 
| 
| 
|} 
|| 
| 
Maybe you can convince | | 
your parents that this is | | 
the perfect substitution for 
Christmas mass. 
Festival Place, 7:30 p.m. 
| 





DECEMBERLS 


wednesday 


MUSIC | THECITY 
STREETS A chance to catch 
‘one of Edmonton's favorite 
local bands, AND torun into 
every high school buddy you 
did/did not want to see. 
New City, 8 p.m. 















thursday, 


DECEMBER! 


SVENL | ETS CHRISTMAS 
LIGHT TOURS Three 
excellent opportunities to 
share the spirit of all of 
thase people who will have 
painfully high EPCOR bills. 
Leaving from the west side 
of City Hall on 100 Street at 
Bus Stop #1364. 6 pm. 6:15 
p.m. and 630 p.m. 


DECEMBER! 
ymedy | SEAN 
LECOMBER A forklift op- 
erator who has pot smoking 
jokes coming out of the ying- 
yang? Who WOULDN'T want 
to see this guy the night 
before you're on lockdown 
with the family. 
The Comic Strip, 8 p.m. 


} 


| 
| 


ftiday 
DECEMBER 

PTIUSIC | AN-TEN-NAE No, 
this has nothing to do with the 
interacting galaxies. Sorry to let 
everyone down. However, it IS 
one of San Francisco's biggest 
OJ's, specializing in breaks and 
dubstep. Go on, get grimy. 
Brox Bar & Grill, 8 p.m. 


DECEMBERLS 


Ent | PRIDE 
CENTRES ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS DINNER Since 
all you're going to see is 
White for the next few 
Months, you might as well 
80 to the one place you can 
see rainbows and stuff your 
face at the same time. 
Pride Centre, 2 p.m. 





SalUrday, 
DECEMBER’ 

event | SHERLOCK 
HOLMES PUB'S RED 
CARPET PARTY Elementary, 
Dear Watson! Celebrate the 
histmas Day opening of the 
new Sherlock Holmes movie, 
starring Robert Downey Ir, 
Downtown Sherlock Holmes, 
7pm. 


DECEMBERELO 
MUSIC | SOULIAK 
YAH If you're depressed 
because you blew all of your 
Christmas cash, why don't 
youlet this Edmonton Rasta 
band tum your broke ass 
frown upside down. 

Haven Social Club, 9 p.m. 
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PMAQ069240 


Alexandra wears the Floral 
Lace Bra and Disco Pants, 
both available now in stores 
and online. 


Retail Locations: 


Edmonton 

10750 82 Ave. 

(East of 109th St. N.W. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 2A! 
Tel. (780) 409-8505 


Edmonton—West Edmonton Mall 
8882 170 St. N.W. 
(end FI. by Old Navy) 
:dmonton, AB TST 3u7 
Tal. (780) 930-2142 


Made In Downtown LA—Sweatshop Free 
wwew.americanapparel.net 


Calgary 

1429 17th Ave. SW. 
(Corner 14th St. S.W.) 
Calgary, AB T2T OCB 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 


Calgary—Market Malt 
3625 Shaganapp! Trail N.W. 
(Next to Sephora) 

Calgary, AB T3A 0E2 

Tel. (403) 457-2763 





Calgary—Sunnyside 
130 10th St. 

(North of Kensington Rd, NW.) 
Calgary, AB T2H 1V3 

Tel. (403) 457-3457 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site. 


American Apparel’ 
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